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From lab to market: European public research organisations join
forces on technology transfer to power innovation

Grenoble (France), 19 October — The Joint Research Centre (JRC) and the Commissariat a
I'Energie Atomique et aux Energies Alternatives (CEA) were the final signatories of a
Memorandum of Understanding within the European TTO Circle, a network of the
technology transfer offices of 21 of the largest public research organisations in Europe. The
signature marks the official launch of the European TTO Circle, an initiative of the JRC with
the overall aim to strengthen Europe's ability to create innovative products and services for
the market.

Although Europe has no shortage of potential, as a home to world leading researchers,
entrepreneurs and companies, it must continue to strengthen its capacity to transform
research results into real innovation for its citizens. This is why innovation is at the heart of
the Europe 2020 strategy for growth and jobs, which aims at making the EU a smart,
sustainable and inclusive economy.

Dominique Ristori, Director-General of the JRC, said:

"I am convinced that the TTO Circle will make a significant contribution to the valorisation of
Europe's innovation potential. The cooperation spirit of this network should become a model
for other innovation actors in Europe, so that together we can face the challenge of creating
the conditions for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth for our economy".

The European TTO Circle partnering organisations have agreed to join forces on technology
transfer to boost innovation in Europe through a set of initiatives, including: sharing best
practices, knowledge and expertise; performing joint activities; establishing informal
channels of communication with policymakers; organising training programmes; and
developing a common approach towards international standards for the professionalization
of technology transfer.

The initial 20 partners of the JRC come from 13 countries and employ in total around
115,000 staff: CEA, INRIA (France); CNR, ENEA (ltaly); Fraunhofer Society, Helmholtz
Association (Germany); IMEC (Belgium); NCBiR (Poland); NERC representing the Research
Councils UK (UK); RISE (Sweden); SINTEF (Norway); TECNALIA (Spain); TNO (The
Netherlands); VTT (Finland); CERN, ESA, ESRF, ILL (European Union), ETH Board
(Switzerland); TUBITAK (Turkey).

The signature ceremony took place at the Town Hall of Grenoble under the patronage of the
Municipality of Grenoble.


http://www.jrc.ec.europa.eu

Background:
About the European TTO Circle

European technology transfer today shows similarities with an emerging industry: many
valuable product ideas, a highly fragmented landscape, a lack of critical mass and wide
disparities in terms of performances and developing practices.

In line with the Innovation Union flagship initiative and these challenges, the JRC has
launched the European TTO Circle to bring together the major European public research
organisations to play a role in collectively driving changes to this landscape.

The European TTO Circle aims at becoming an important actor of the innovation chain in
Europe and a key reference for national Research, Development and Innovation policies. Its
mission is twofold:

a. to share expertise, exchange best practices and develop synergies at the European
level in the field of Intellectual Property and knowledge/technology transfer

b. to provide support to EU research and innovation policies, building on the member's
collective experience, their catalytic function and role model capacity, and reduce the
fragmentation of European research.

About the JRC

The Joint Research Centre (JRC) is the European Commission's in-house science service. Its
mission is to provide customer-driven scientific and technical support for the conception,
development, implementation and monitoring of European Union policies. The JRC serves
the common interest of the Member States, while being independent of special interests,
whether private or national.
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