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JRC and EASAC sign agreement for closer cooperation
Joint report on safety aspects of nanomaterials published

Brussels, 18 October 2011 — The Joint Research Centre (JRC) and the European
Academies Science Advisory Council (EASAC) have signed an agreement towards closer
cooperation, in the name of the common goal to support policy making through independent
scientific research.

Dominique Ristori, Director-General of the JRC, said: "We see the increased cooperation
between the JRC and EASAC as very promising, because it will serve the mutual interest of
the European Union and its Member States in coordinating their science and technological
development activities. Achieving consistency between European and national policies is a
fundamental step in the path towards the European Union's 2020 targets."

Sir Brian Heap, President of the European Academies Science Advisory Council, said:
"We are very pleased to be taking a step forward in the cooperation with the JRC. Today,
EASAC already provides the European Commission with advice and expertise of outstanding
scientists of the national science academies of Europe. A closer collaboration will mean that
we will be able to address shared interests to ensure that science can inform policy-making,
of which the report we are presenting today is a worthy example."

The two organizations also presented the result of their first strategic liaison: a report on the
state-of-the-art knowledge on safety aspects of engineered nanomaterials. The report
"Impact of engineered nanomaterials on health: considerations for benefit-risk assessment”
was compiled by a group of 13 experts from both EASAC and JRC. The report coincides with
today's adoption by the European Commission of a recommendation on a new common
definition of nanomaterials, based on scientific advice from the Scientific Committee on
Emerging and Newly Identified Health Risks (SCENIHR) and the JRC.

The report deals with a field - nanomaterials - which has the potential to play a major role in
European innovation, economic growth and industrial competitiveness. The document
highlights the need for a harmonised scientific and regulatory framework addressing potential
health and environment impacts of nanomaterials. The authors acknowledge that the
development of new generations of nanomaterials will require an even stronger
interdisciplinary collaboration between scientists.

This joint initiative of EASAC and the JRC contributes to the collective Europe 2020 targets
and supports integrated efforts for nanotechnology innovation, as well as public debate on
the future of nanomaterials.

Background:

About the JRC

The Joint Research Centre (JRC) is the European Commission's in-house science service.
Its mission is to provide customer-driven scientific and technical support for the conception,
development, implementation and monitoring of European Union policies. The JRC serves
the common interest of the Member States, while being independent of special interests,
whether private or national.


http://www.jrc.ec.europa.eu
http://www.easac.eu/
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About EASAC

EASAC, built on its network of national science academies in Europe, is a key actor in
providing independent, expert, evidence-based advice about the scientific aspects of public
policy to those who work or influence the European Union policy-making process.

About JRC-EASAC future collaboration

Following the signature of the agreement towards closer collaboration, the JRC and EASAC
will meet regularly to identify and consider mutual interests, and select those that might be
taken forward in joint projects. This collaborative work will proceed alongside the substantial
ongoing programmes of JRC and EASAC that will continue to address the established
priorities of the two independent organisations.
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