
 
The mission of the Research Directorate General 

 
The Directorate General’s mission is evolving as work on the European 

Research Area (ERA) continues. It can be summarised as follows: 

- to develop the European Union’s policy in the field of research and 

technological development and thereby contribute to the 

international competitiveness of European industry;  

- to coordinate European research activities with those carried out at 

the level of the Member States;  

- to support the Union’s policies in other fields such as environment, 

health, energy, regional development etc;  

- to promote a better understanding of the role of science in modern 

societies and stimulate a public debate about research-related 

issues at European level 

 
The mission of the Joint Research Centre 

 
The mission of the Joint Research Centre (JRC) is to provide customer-

driven scientific and technical support for the conception, development, 

implementation and monitoring of EU policies. As a service of the European 

Commission, the JRC functions as a reference centre of science and 

technology for the Union. Close to the policy-making process, it serves the 

common interest of the Member States, while being independent of special 

interests, whether private or national. 
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10th November 2010, Wednesday  
 
All day Arrival of participants (pick up from Milano Malpensa airport) 
20.00  Welcome dinner  
 
11th November 2010, Thursday 
 
09.00 – 09.40 Opening Session (European Commission, Belgian Presidency)  

09.40 – 11.20 State of play in European policy  

09.40-10.00 Innovation Union  
10.00-10.20 ERA Knowledge transfer initiative  
10.20-10.40 Coffee Break 
10.40-11.00 EU Patent  
11.00-11.20 Technology Transfer Programme  
 

11.30-17.30 Parallel Sessions (with lunch break) 

Session 1 IP and KT aspects in collaborative R&D  
Proposed topics: 
- Incentives to exploit Publicly funded research (incl. access, IP rights 

of the FP programme) 
- Solutions favouring the resolution of IP disputes 
- Open Innovation partnerships 

 

Session 2 Improving effectiveness of KT 
Proposed topics: 
- Professionalization of KT 
- International cooperation guidelines 
- TT markets 

 
20.00  Workshop dinner  
 
12th November 2010, Friday 
 
09.00 – 09.40 Reports from Parallel Sessions 

10.00-11.00 Discussion and conclusions 

11.00-13.00 Visits to the JRC laboratories 

- Institute for Health and Consumer Protection (IHCP) 
- Institute for Environment and Sustainability (IES) 
- Institute for the Protection and Security of the Citizen (IPSC) 
- Institute for Energy (IE) 

13.00 – 14.30 Closing lunch  

14.30 Departures 
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