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The history of ERAWATCH

e ERAWATCH had its origins here in Lisbon back in March 2000

— with the decision to establish a European Research Area
« and to use the Open Method of Coordination as one of the chief policy
instruments for realising ERA

e However, we soon realised that one of the main barriers to an
effective OMC on ERA (particularly mutual learning) was
— the difficulty of accessing useful policy-relevant information on
the research systems around Europe and elsewhere

e Much discussion with the MS and several pilots eventually
gave birth to ERAWATCH
— with a mission to provide evidence-based policy intelligence
« freely to anyone involved in research policy-making in Europe

What is ERAWATCH?

o ERAWATCH is a web-based service that aims to present
reliable, comparable and up-to-date information, plus analysis
— on our research systems in Europe
« i.e. research policies, structures, organisations, programmes, ...
« at both country and regional levels, as well as at an aggregate EU level

— and on the research systems of our principal competitors

e The service is funded through the Research Framework
Programme (~€2.5 mn pa)
— as a joint initiative of DG Research and the JRC
« with the online system provided through CORDIS
e It was launched about a year ago
— the basic design was strongly influenced by the user community

— and feedback from users is now vital for determining its future
development
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What type of information is presented?

o ERAWATCH “Research Inventory”
— containing factual information on the research systems of

« all 27 Member States

« 7 countries associated with the Research Framework Programme
— Croatia, Iceland, Israel, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland, Turkey
— the remaining associated countries will be added

« and, for comparative purposes, 9 other countries
- Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, South Korea, USA
- further countries are planned, notably Russia

o ERAWATCH “Intelligence Service”

— providing policy-relevant analyses, for example
« individual country reports (analysing progress towards ERA)
« trends in business R&D
« specialisation in R&D
« reform of public sector research base (in preparation)

How is information collected and quality assured?

o Information is collected by the ERAWATCH Network asbl

— a network of country correspondents specialised in gathering
and analysing information relevant to research policy-making

— the Portuguese country correspondent is the ISEG
« Instituto Superior de Economia e Gestao, Universidade Técnica de
Lisboa (Vitor Corado Simées/Manuel Mira Godinho)
o The Network ensures
— quality and comparability of the Research Inventory
— regular up-dating of its data
— first-level analysis (e.g. analytical country reports)

e The JRC-IPTS is responsible for

— overall project management and overall quality assurance

— developing added-value products, particularly for the
Intelligence Service
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e On the Research Inventory

— to expand the ERA dimension
« particularly with more aggregate information and indicators to measure
the implementation of ERA

— to deepen the regional dimension
— to move towards a system of “continuous” updating

e On the Intelligence Service
— to boost the analytical content of ERAWATCH
« initially on issues arising from the follow-up to the ERA Green Paper
e On further cooperation with TrendChart and the Innovation
Scoreboard
— to provide a common public interface for searching the two
web-based systems

¢ And to remain a user-driven service
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ERAWATCH coordinates

please visit our website at
http://cordis.europa.eu/erawatch

and please tell us how we might improve it by e-mail to
erawatch@cordis.europa.eu




