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Annex 5 
SOUTH AFRICA AND THE MILLENIUM DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS 
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MDGs - South Africa Country Profile 
 

 1990 1995 2001 2002 
1 Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger  2015 target = halve 1990 $1 a day poverty and malnutrition rates
Population below $1 a day (%) ..  7.1  ..  ..       
Poverty gap at $1 a day (%) ..  1.1  ..  ..       
Percentage share of income or consumption held by poorest 20% ..  2.0  ..  ..       
Prevalence of child malnutrition (% of children under 5) ..  9.2  ..  ..       
Population below minimum level of dietary energy consumption (%) ..  ..  ..  ..       
2 Achieve universal primary education  2015 target = net enrollment to 100 
Net primary enrollment ratio (% of relevant age group) 98.9  98.2  89.5  ..       
Percentage of cohort reaching grade 5 (%) 75.3  ..  ..  ..       
Youth literacy rate (% ages 15-24) 88.5  90.0  91.5  91.8       
3 Promote gender equality  2005 target = education ratio to 100 
Ratio of girls to boys in primary and secondary education (%) 102.9  103.0  100.7  ..       
Ratio of young literate females to males (% ages 15-24) 99.7  99.8  99.9  100.0       
Share of women employed in the nonagricultural sector (%) 51.8  39.5  ..  ..       
Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament (%) ..  25.0  ..  ..       
4 Reduce child mortality  2015 target = reduce 1990 under 5 mortality by two-thirds 
Under 5 mortality rate (per 1,000) 60.0  59.0  63.0  65.0       
Infant mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) 45.0  45.0  50.0  52.0       
Immunization, measles (% of children under 12 months) 79.0  76.0  72.0  78.0       
5 Improve maternal health  2015 target = reduce 1990 maternal mortality by three-fourths 
Maternal mortality ratio (modeled estimate, per 100,000 live births) ..  ..  230.0  ..       
Births attended by skilled health staff (% of total) ..  82.0  ..  ..       
6 Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases  2015 target = halt, and begin to reverse, AIDS, etc. 
Prevalence of HIV, female (% ages 15-24) ..  ..  25.6  ..       
Contraceptive prevalence rate (% of women ages 15-49) 57.0  ..  ..  ..       
Number of children orphaned by HIV/AIDS ..  ..  660.0 thousand  ..    
    
Incidence of tuberculosis (per 100,000 people) ..  ..  556.0  557.8       
Tuberculosis cases detected under DOTS (%) ..  6.0  72.0  96.0       
7 Ensure environmental sustainability  2015 target = various 
Forest area (% of total land area) 7.4  ..  7.3  ..       
Nationally protected areas (% of total land area) ..  5.4  5.4  5.5       
GDP per unit of energy use (PPP $ per kg oil equivalent) 3.1  3.2  4.1  ..       
CO2 emissions (metric tons per capita) 8.3  8.3  7.4  ..       
Access to an improved water source (% of population) 86.0  ..  86.0  ..       
Access to improved sanitation (% of population) 86.0  ..  87.0  ..       
Access to secure tenure (% of population) ..  ..  ..  ..       
8 Develop a Global Partnership for Development  2015 target = various 
Youth unemployment rate (% of total labor force ages 15-24) ..  ..  55.8  ..       
Fixed line and mobile telephones (per 1,000 people) 93.6  114.9  352.6  410.5       
Personal computers (per 1,000 people) 7.0  27.9  69.6  72.6       
General indicators   
Population 35.2 million  39.1 million  44.8 million  45.3 million       
Gross national income ($) 101.8 billion  146.4 billion  122.8  billion  113.4 billion       
GNI per capita ($) 2,890.0  3,740.0  2,740.0  2,500.0       
Adult literacy rate (% of people ages 15 and over) 81.2  83.3  85.6  86.0       
Total fertility rate (births per woman) 3.3  3.1  2.9  2.8       
Life expectancy at birth (years) 61.9  58.0  47.8  46.5       
Aid (% of GNI) ..  0.3  0.4  0.6       
External debt (% of GNI) ..  17.1  21.8  24.7       
Investment (% of GDP) 17.2  18.0  15.1  15.8       
Trade (% of GDP) 

 43.0

  45.1

  57.7

  64.5

        
 
 
Source: World Development Indicators database, April 2004 
 
Note: In some cases the data are for earlier or later years than those stated. 
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