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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY
Speech by Sweden’s Minister for Culture Lena Adelsohn Liljeroth at the European Culture Forum, 29 September 2009
Commissioner Figel’, ladies and gentlemen,
I am pleased to be here in Brussels and to speak to this large gathering of experts, decision-makers and practitioners of culture in Europe.
This Culture Forum is interesting, not least because it provides an opportunity for committed disseminators and creators of culture to meet and discuss important issues. The large turn-out here today shows that this is a successful attempt at dialogue between decision-makers and civil society, and a real forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. 
Here we have the opportunity to practice, in word and deed, the open method of coordination – taking onboard examples of good practice and exchanging experiences. 
***

We will begin this forum with a session on the topic of cultural diversity and intercultural dialogue. How do we promote intercultural dialogue in Europe and in our multicultural societies? 
The Europe that we live in has room for people of different backgrounds, and thus a range of cultural expression. We should encourage and promote this pluralism.
One key issue in this context is how to make it easier and find ways for artists and practitioners of culture to move through Europe in a smooth and easy manner. 
But we are also facing the issue of how cultural work in the education sector can strengthen the creative abilities of children and young people.
Attempting to strengthen cooperation between schools and the professional world of culture is one of the priorities we have chosen for our Presidency of the EU. We want to focus on possibilities for children and young people to engage in creative activities of their own and participate in cultural life. And we believe that the field of education is just the key to this.  
During this forum we will also discuss how culture can better cooperate with other areas. This is about how culture can contribute to a society that is more creative and more economically sustainable. Are the creative and cultural industries an important part of future economic growth? 
I am convinced there is a link, and that culture is strengthened if it is given space in other areas, too. Culture is more than cultural policy. We carry out a lot of work on these issues in Sweden, and the Swedish Government recently presented a strategy for the cultural and creative industries. During this forum, I look forward to listening to your experiences of how cultural and industrial policy can cooperate to promote this area.
***

We will also discuss here how culture is used to promote our relations with other parts of the world. How can we cultivate and develop our cultural partnerships with the countries in our neighbourhood? This is also a challenge for a Europe that wants to be open to the rest of the world.
***

Culture has an ability to create meaning and identity, and to be a force for cohesion between all parts of society. 
Essentially, this is of course also a question of democracy. Culture is for everyone. This is why we must create the conditions for a cultural life in which everyone can participate. We all stand to gain from this. 
***

I know how much a book, a film or a concert can move me and make me see the world in a different way. As Minister for Culture, I also have a responsibility to ensure that everyone is included and given opportunities to experience the richness of culture and to develop their creative energies. This is why Sweden has chosen to place children and young people at the top of the cultural agenda during our Presidency. Because those who have not been invited into the world of culture in their younger years do not feel at home there as adults.
Promoting a creative generation – this was the title of the conference hosted by the Swedish Presidency in Göteborg during the summer. We are very pleased about the high level of interest that the conference generated. This is evidence that there are a lot of us who want to highlight the importance of people – in their formative years – being given good opportunities to participate in cultural life. The importance of people gaining the dimension of understanding and experience that culture provides. 
I believe that schools are in a unique position in this context. Schools have both the competence and the ability to reach out to everyone. I also know that a lot is being done throughout Europe to strengthen children’s right to culture. 
At the same time, intensive efforts are currently under way to formulate Council conclusions that focus on these issues. I hope that we can adopt these conclusions at the Council meeting in November. 
By doing so, we want to move forward with the work to promote the creativity of children and young people. We want it to be a step on the path towards giving everyone access to professional culture and making the most of the skills of our children and young people. 
Children and young people are our future – literally speaking. The young people of today are the actors, artists, authors, filmmakers and designers of the future. 
It is also the young people of today who are the future consumers of culture, the future visitors of museums and theatres, bookshops and cinemas.
***

This is essentially a question of everyone’s fundamental right to culture. As both audience and practitioner. 
This is about a democratic right; about something that gives us all a more open and richer society. 
But this is also a strategic issue for the future. It is about the fact that we believe that culture can help give children and young people good opportunities to develop the key competences that are in ever greater demand in today’s globalised world and in the emerging knowledge-based society. All of these issues are important cornerstones on the path towards greater social integration, active citizenship and future career opportunities.
***

As Minster for Culture, I would like, together with all of you, to help the children and young people of today tap into their creativity. Help them to tap into the cultural heritage that increases our awareness of ourselves and of developments in society. And to tap into the courage to think independently and dare to say what they think. 
I hope that more people will be welcomed into the world that is a closely guarded secret for too many people – and I hope that culture has an ability to give people the confidence to believe in themselves.
Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 
