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European experts group on mobility of collections 
Sub-working group on the Prevention of thefts and  

Illicit trafficking of cultural goods  
 
 

 Questionnaire on  Internet & illicit traffic 
 

Please return this questionnaire by email to: 
 

jean-paul.mercier-baudrier@culture.gouv.fr  
DPilides@da.mcw.gov.cy 

aline.denis@culture.gouv.fr  
 

by 15 February 2010 
 
 
 

 
Please tick (√) the relevant box. 
 
 
1. Do you have a standardized process for tracking down cultural goods which are 

products of illicit trade on: 
 

a) the internet? 
 

Yes □   No □  

             b) which website(s) in particular? 

  
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Please describe the above process: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
2. Do you have a separate department/unit within your organization dedicated to this 

issue of tracking down cultural goods which are products of illicit trade 
 
a) on the internet? 

 
Yes □   No □ 
 

b) on which website(s)? 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

 
c) Please give the number of personnel of this department/unit 

 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
3. Does your personnel receive related training on illicit trade of cultural goods on the 
internet (seminars, conferences, workshops, training courses)? 
 

Yes □   No □ 
 

Please specify the method 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

      ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
4.  Do you receive legal or other expert advice from within your organization or from 
other organizations or individuals concerning illicit trade of cultural goods on the 
internet? 

 
Yes □                                          No □  

 
Please specify 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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5. Does your organization cooperate with other organizations during the process of 
tracking down illicit trade in cultural goods on the internet? 
 

    Yes □   No □ 
 
 
 

6. If you have answered ‘yes’ to Q5, please mention the organizations or individuals 
you cooperate with during the process of tracking down illicit trade in cultural goods 
on the internet: 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  Do you know if in your country there are organizations which have an agreement 
with internet- based auction sites?  

       
     Yes □   No □ 

 
      a. If yes, please name the auction sites 
……………………………………………. ……………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

b. Do you have formal agreements with internet- based auction sites? 
 

Yes □   No □ 
 

  8. Has your organization developed a documentation standard that establishes the 
minimum level of information that is needed to describe an object for the purposes of 
identification and the successful development of information networks? 

             Yes □   No □  

9. Has your organization developed and conducted training programs that teach the 
documentation of objects to non-specialists in other departments (e.g. police)? 
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Yes □   No □  

10. Have you developed a method with which your organization cultivates the 
awareness of the general public with regard to the acquisition of cultural objects via 
the internet? 

Yes □   No □  

Please describe: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

11. What advice is given or what procedure is followed by your organization once 
information of the acquisition of cultural objects via the internet has been passed on 
to you by individuals or other bodies? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

12. a. Does your country issue an import certificate for objects purchased via the 
internet and imported into the country? 

   Yes                    No  
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  Why? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b. How does your country deal with cultural objects purchased on the internet and 
imported via the post? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

13. What in your opinion are the further measures that need to be taken in order to 
make the above procedure more efficient? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 


