
Call for proposals – DG EAC/09/2009
Support to transnational mobility programmes or schemes in the field of culture   
1. Objectives and description
This call for proposals will support, on an experimental basis, the mobility of artists and cultural professionals.  Its aim is to explore new ways of funding mobility at EU level, with a view to promoting cultural diversity, reducing imbalances (regional and ingoing / outgoing) and fostering intercultural dialogue. The results will help to test how EU level funding can provide added value in supporting transnational mobility, and consequently contribute to the preparation of the Culture Programme for the next programming period beyond 2013, as well as provide input to policy development.  

In this context, "artists and cultural professionals" refers to artists of all disciplines, practitioners, cultural institution managers, producers, promoters, researchers, journalists, operators, intermediaries in the cultural sector. 
The concept of 'transnational' mobility applies when artists and cultural professionals travel outside of their country of residence in order to perform, learn, create, cooperate and exchange for professional purposes. 

Culture is taken in the broad sense and, in addition to cultural and artistic activities in the strict sense (performing arts, visual arts, cultural and architectural heritage, literature), also includes the cultural industries, i.e. sectors which combine the creation, production and marketing of goods and services and the distinctive feature of which is the intangibility of their cultural content, which is generally copyright-protected. For the purposes of this call, these industries include printed works and multimedia, the press, cinema production, audiovisual and phonographic production, craft industry and design.
With a view to contributing to the above general objective, the present call aims to support:

- the strengthening and development of existing joint mobility and artists residency programmes by enabling  more structured and sustainable cooperation, including increasing the number of  artists from different EU Member States taking part; 

- the generation of new joint programmes, formats or structured experiences of mobility, including by artists residencies.
Priority will be given to projects with a strong European dimension, which adopt a developmental approach to mobility and which open access to new target groups and geographical areas.

In particular, the present call aims to support joint mobility and artists residency programmes that address the following objectives:  

- cover a broad geographic scope within the European Union and create mobility opportunities for  artists/cultural professionals from EU countries with less developed programmes and support schemes for  mobility;
- foster individual professional advancement, capacity building and exploration through intellectual encounters, artistic innovation and creative engagement across borders, without an imposed mandate;
- provide artists/cultural professionals with the time and resources to engage in dialogue with the local community, interact with peers, lead workshops or training opportunities;
- encourage sustainability of mobility processes through post-mobility support, for instance, with  follow-up funding, post-production funds or dissemination aids, including  assisting mobile artists/cultural professionals to transfer their knowledge and share their mobility experiences with peers;

- include evaluation processes that focus on the outcomes rather than the output of mobility schemes, and which could aim to assess, for example, the impact of mobility on the work and life of artists/cultural professionals and/or the broader economic and social benefits of mobility.
The projects to be co-funded through the proposal have to encompass at least 3 partners from at least 2 different Member States. 

The Commission must be kept informed of progress on the project and invited to attend all relevant meetings. 

2. Timetable and elibility period  
Applications must be sent to the Commission no later than 15 May 2009. 
The activities to be co-financed must start no later than 1 December 2009. Costs incurred prior to 15 May 2009 cannot therefore be considered.
The duration of the period of eligibility of costs of each Community agreement will be no longer than 24 months.
The intention is to inform applicants of the outcome of the selection procedure by October 2009. It is planned that beneficiaries will receive their agreements for signature  by November 2009. 
3. Budget available 
The total budget earmarked for co-financing these projects amounts to 1.500.000 EUR.
The size of the grants will range between 50 000 and 250 000 EUR. Special attention will be paid to projects with a structuring impact. 
The financial contribution from the Commission cannot exceed 70% of the total eligible costs
. 

Community support will be granted on condition that the administrative and financial procedures are properly completed.

The amounts mentioned in the present document are subject to the release of the necessary appropriations by the budgetary authority. 

The European Commission reserves the right not to distribute all the funds available.
4. Eligible bodies 
Eligible applicants must have the following characteristics: 

- they must be a public
 or private body with legal status and a proven experience of at least 2 years in the cultural area;
- they must have their registered legal seat in one of the 27 EU Member States.

The involvement of Cultural Contact Points or their hosting organisations as applicants or partners in this action is not allowed. 

The projects to be co-funded through the proposal have to include at least 3 partners
 from at least 2 different Member States.

Please note that neither costs incurred by organizations or individuals based in third countries, nor costs incurred in third countries by organization or individuals based in the 27 Member States can be  considered as eligible in the context of this call for proposals as pilot projects are financed by funds which are restricted to the Member States. 

5. Award criteria 
Eligible projects will be assessed against the following award criteria: 

1. Compliance with the objectives of the call for proposals (criterion 1) (0-5 points):
The extent to which the activities proposed can promote the objectives of the call for proposals will be assessed:

- the strengthening and development of existing joint mobility and artists residency programmes by enabling  more structured and sustainable cooperation, including increasing the number of non-national European artists taking part (minimum 3 partners in 2 Member States);

- the generation of new joint programmes, formats or structured experiences of mobility, including by artists residencies (minimum 3 partners in 2 Member States).
The supported projects must address the following objectives:

- cover a broad geographic scope within the European Union and create mobility opportunities for  artists/cultural professionals from EU countries with less developed programmes and support schemes for  mobility;
- foster individual professional advancement, capacity building and exploration through intellectual encounters, artistic innovation and creative engagement across borders, without an imposed mandate;
- provide artists/cultural professionals with the time and resources to engage in dialogue with the local community, interact with peers, lead workshops or training opportunities;
- encourage sustainability of mobility processes through post-mobility support, for instance, with  follow-up funding, post-production funds or dissemination aids, including  assisting mobile artists/cultural professionals to transfer their knowledge and share their mobility experiences with peers;

- include evaluation processes that focus on the outcomes rather than the output of mobility schemes, and which could aim to assess, for example, the impact of mobility on the work and life of artists/cultural professionals and/or the broader economic and social benefits of mobility.
2. European added value and European dimension (criterion 2) (0-5 points)
 With regard to the award criterion "European added value and European dimension" of the proposed activities the following factors will be assessed:

- The way the objectives, methodology and nature of the networking/cooperation undertaken have a perspective which looks beyond local, regional or national interests and aims to develop synergies at a European level;
- The way cooperation and partnership are based on mutual exchange of experiences and would lead to a final result that differs qualitatively from the sum of the several activities undertaken at national, regional or local level, thus producing real multilateral interaction which promotes the achievement of shared objectives;

Particular attention will be paid to the following elements:

- the promotion of a more balanced approach between "outgoing" and "ingoing" mobility by increasing the number of 'incoming' artists/cultural professionals from different parts of Europe; 
- the development of a more international outlook by sending and receiving artists from different nationalities and encouraging exchanges and joint activities between them;

- Greater access to mobility for artists/cultural professionals from more diverse cultural backgrounds
- Greater access to mobility for artists/cultural professionals from countries with less developed programmes and support schemes for mobility

3. Quality of the proposed activities (criterion 3) (0-5 points):

The extent to which the proposed project and subsequent activities are designed and can be carried out successfully with a high level of excellence. In this respect, the following factors will be assessed:

- The skills and experience of the persons in charge of the management and implementation of activities;
- The relevance of the activities proposed in terms of the target audience/beneficiaries, the impact on the general public and the social dimension of the activities;
- The consistency between the activities proposed and the budget, as well as the detailed nature of the budget breakdown;

- The quality of application and budget: seriousness and completeness of the application, clarity and relevance of proposed methodology, clarity of the action description in terms of objectives-activities-outputs;
- The degree of originality, innovation and creativity of the proposed activities;

- The quality of the methodology for measuring the impact of the project.

4. Quality of partnership (criterion 4) (0-5 points):

The cooperation between partners from different Member States is at the basis of this call for proposal. In this respect, the following factors will be assessed:
- The nature and sustainability of partnerships in order to bring an added value in supporting mobility in comparison with the activity of each partner;

- The level of cooperation and commitment of each partner in the design, implementation and financing of the project: the number of partners involved in the project, geographical distribution of the participating organisations, actual role in the cooperation;
- The role and contribution of each partner to project management: method of management applied to the proposed activities, clarity of the tasks assigned to the staff and clear description of the role of each partner involved in the project;

5.  Expected level of outputs (criterion 5) (0-5 points):

The activities proposed have to reach as many people as possible, both directly and indirectly. In this respect, the following factors will be assessed:
- The number of cultural professionals who are expected to benefit directly and indirectly from the activities proposed;
- The number of different EU Member States that will benefit from the activities proposed; 
- The number of activities which will be held to encourage interaction between visiting artists and local communities;

- The number of persons (audience) expected to be reached through the activities with the local communities.

6. Communication and dissemination strategy (criterion 6) (0-5 points):

The results of activities proposed have to be appropriately disseminated and promoted, beyond any legal obligation to use the EU logos. In this respect, the following factors will be assessed:
- The relevance of the communication and dissemination plan;
- The relevance and adequacy of the budget assigned to the communication and dissemination plan with respect to the direct and indirect impact expected;

7. Long-lasting impact – sustainability (criterion 7) (0-5 points):

Projects are supposed to generate the greatest possible long-term results and cooperation, and to act as multipliers for other possible promoters. In this respect, the following factors will be assessed:

- The potential of the proposed activities to result in continued, sustained cooperation, in complementary activities or in long lasting benefits at European level, and to contribute on a long-term basis to the development of cultural cooperation in Europe;
- The potential of the proposed activities to generate other future initiatives of cultural cooperation.
6. Further information
The full text of the call for proposals and the application forms are available on the following website: http://ec.europa.eu/culture/index_en.htm. Applications must comply with the requirements set out in the full text and be submitted using the form provided.
� Articles 113, 167 and 172 of the Implementing Rules.


� In the context  of these specifications a public body is considered as any body, any part of whose costs are financed from the State budget as of right, either by central, regional or local government. That is, these costs are financed from public sector funds raised through taxation or fines or fees regulated by law, without going through an application process which might result in their being unsuccessful in obtaining funds. Organisations that depend on state funding for their existence and receive grants year after year, but for which there exist at least the theoretical possibility that they may fail to receive money one year are considered by the Commission as private bodies. 


� "At least 3 partners" means the coordinator + a minimum of 2 other partners
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