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Background
About 90 million tonnes of food waste per year in 
Europe - agricultural food waste & fish discards not 
included; 

About 126 million tonnes by 2020 without additional 
prevention policies food waste;

Food is wasted at all stages of the food chain - for 
various reasons;  

Efforts to reduce food waste should focus on all levels
of the food chain and targeting the causes per sector.



Context for EU action 

EU 20202 Resource Efficiency Flagship COM(2011)21
Need to maximise efficient use of scarce natural resources

Roadmap to a Resource Efficient Europe COM(2011)571
Food is key sector;
Commission will further assess how best to limit food 

waste throughout the food supply chain.

EU Parliament report on food waste
Asking the Commission to take practical measures to halve  

food waste by 2025





EU action
Define most appropriate actions at EU level to 
complement actions carried out at national and local 
level;

Consult stakeholders, Member States and experts to 
identify opportunities at all levels of the food chain to 
minimise food waste without compromising food 
safety. 



EU action - consultation

Bi-lateral meetings with all actors of food chain;
Advisory Group on Food Chain, Animal & Plant 
Health;
EU Food Sustainable Consumption & Production 
Roundtable;
Standing Committee on Food Chain & Animal 
Health – General Food Law



EU action – short term

Facilitate exchange of good practices

• Data base included in EU Food Waste Website
http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/sustainability/index_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/sustainability/index_en.htm


Database - template

Contact person:

Website:

Year of implementation:

Geographical level of implementation:

Country:

Main type of stakeholder targeted: 

Type of initiative:

Type of actor responsible for the 
initiative:

Actor responsible for the initiative:



Database

• Classified by
•

• Type of initiative Targeted stakeholder
• Awareness raising * Households
• Information and education * Businesses
• Training * Schools
• Separate collection of food waste * Retailers
• Food redistribution * Hospitality
• Logistical improvements * Farmers
• Waste data disclosure * Multi stakeholder 
• Waste measurement
• Industrial use 
• Public policy 



Database - Example



EU action – short term (2)

Disseminate information

• Clarify "best before" and "use by" date labels

• 10 Tips to reduce food waste in all EU languages
http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/sustainability/index_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/sustainability/index_en.htm




EU action–short term: Behavioural science

Key causes of food waste are related to attitudes 
&  behaviours towards food

- E.g. lack of awareness concerning the issue of food waste, 
food undervalued, confusion over labels

Behavioural studies allow to:
- Test consumer behaviour and produce evidence base
- Identify cost effective solutions for policy making

Behavioural study on food waste



EU action–short term: EU School Fruit Scheme
EU-wide voluntary scheme that provides school children with 
fruit & vegetables, aiming to encourage good eating habits in 
young people. 

It requires participating Member States to set up strategies 
including educational and awareness-raising initiatives.

COM is exploring the link with food waste
Widen objectives to the fight against food waste; 
Awareness raising and education about food waste; 
Include not perfectly shaped fruits & vegetables ?

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sfs/european-commission/index_en.htm



EU action – medium to longer term

Building knowledge and understanding 
consultations with stakeholders, FP7 project 

(FUSIONS), research on food packaging, …

Explore appropriateness of various measures 
including revisions of legislation

Commission's Communication on 
"Sustainable food"  2013;
Respond to EU Parliament report. 



• More information on
•

• http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/sustainability/index_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/sustainability/index_en.htm
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