
The European Commission has recently undertaken
two separate initiatives towards harmonising fair
trading law in Europe: a Proposal for a Regulation
on Sales Promotions (DG Market) and a Green
Paper on European Union Consumer Protection
(DG SANCO).

While the proposed Regulation on Sales Promotions
is limited to liberalising a small segment of fair
trading law (e.g. discounts, free gifts, promotional
games, competitions and prize draws), the Green
Paper on Consumer Protection favours a general
legal framework which would provide consumers
with comprehensive protection from unfair business
practices.

Most Member States have accepted the necessity of
reform and support a mixed approach based on a
broad framework directive, supplemented if neces-
sary by specific measures. Without a general frame-
work, it is feared that the Regulation will lead to the
fragmentation of legislation and a reduction in the
level of consumer protection.

The Green Paper is so far limited to general state-
ments of intent, such as ensuring high standards
of consumer protection. These statements must,
however, be reflected in concrete legislative propos-
als. Only a consistent and high standard of consumer
protection throughout Europe, coupled with the
compulsory provision of all information relevant to
the consumer, will increase consumer confidence in
the internal market.

Both the Regulation and the Green Paper will be
discussed by the Council of the EU in mid-November.
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EU Harmonisation of
Fair Trading Legislation

Opportunities and Risks
for the Consumer

Conference in Berlin on
31 October 2002

Venue
� Tagungszentrum Katholische Akademie

Catholic Academy Conference Centre
Hannoversche Strasse 5b • 10115 Berlin • Germany

Getting there
� From Tegel Airport: TXL bus to Stadtmitte station.

U6 U-Bahn (underground) to Oranienburger Tor
� From Schönefeld Airport: Airport express train to

Friedrichstrasse station. U6 U-Bahn to Oranienburger Tor
� By train: Alight at Friedrichstrasse station. U6 U-Bahn

to Oranienburger Tor
Public transport connections
� U-Bahn: Oranienburger Tor, U6
� Bus: 157 and 340 to Oranienburger Tor
� Tram: 1, 6, 13 and 50 to Oranienburger Tor
Parking
� Underground parking available for m 10 per day
Registration
� Please return the enclosed registration postcard by

10 October 2002
Admission
� Free
Conference languages
� English and German (simultaneous translators)
Contact
� Federation of German Consumer Organisations (vzbv)

Economic and Legal Affairs (FB 4)
Markgrafenstr. 66 • 10969 Berlin • Germany
Tel: +49-30-25800-100
Fax: +49-30-25800-118
E-mail: wirtschaftsfragen@vzbv.de

Accommodation
� For hotel reservations please contact

Berlin Tourismus Marketing
Am Karlsbad 11 • 10785 Berlin • Germany
Telefon: +49-30-25 00 25
Internet: www.btm.de

�



9.00 Opening address

Prof. Edda Müller
Executive Director, Federation of German
Consumer Organisations (vzbv)

9.30 Political objectives of the German
government in the EU harmonisation
process and the reform of German law
on unfair competition

Renate Künast, Federal Minister of
Consumer Affairs, Food and Agriculture,
Germany (BMVEL)

10.00 Consumer protection in EU Member
States’ fair trading legislation

Presentation of a new report and
recommendation for a European directive

Prof. Jürgen Kessler
Berlin University of Applied Sciences
(FHTW)

10.30 Discussion

Chaired by Patrick von Braunmühl, vzbv

11.00 Coffee break

11.30 Compulsory disclosure of information
in the Swedish Marketing Act

Karin Lindell, Consumer Ombudsman,
Swedish Consumer Agency

11.50 Consumer associations’ compensation
rights in the French “Code de la
Consommation”

André Longuet des Digueres, Head of
Consumer Law, French Ministry of
Economics

12.10 Consumer associations’ compensation
rights in the Greek Consumer Act

Dr. Dimitris Spirakos, General Secretary,
Greek Consumer Protection Law
Association (E.DI.P.KA)

12.30 Lunch break
Press conference during the break,
12.30–13.30, attended by

Prof. Edda Müller (vzbv)
Renate Künast (BMVEL)
Prof. Jürgen Kessler (FHTW)
Ursula Pachl (Senior Legal Advisor,
European Consumers’ Organisation,
BEUC)

14.00 Panel discussion:

EU harmonisation of fair trading
legislation

How to achieve a high degree of
consumer protection

Prof. Edda Müller, vzbv

Prof. Jürgen Kessler, FHTW

Ursula Pachl, BEUC

Dr. Elmar Hucko, Head of Department,
German Ministry of Justice

Carina Törnblom, Head of Unit, DG
SANCO, European Commission

Dr. Georg Wronka, Managing Director,
Association of the German Advertising
Industry

Chaired by Jürgen Hennig, lawyer

15.30 Open discussion / question and answer
session

16.00 End of conference

The aim of the conference is to bring together
politicians, experts, consumer organisations and
stakeholders from all over Europe to discuss the
forthcoming harmonisation of fair trading legislation
in the EU. By picking out certain positive aspects of
Member States’ fair trading laws, we hope to present
the European Commission with a number of meas-
ures which could be included in a European frame-
work directive and which would ensure a high level
of consumer protection.

The following topics will be discussed:
★ Regulatory models which could form the basis of

a harmonisation of European fair trading law
★ Equal levels of protection for consumers and

suppliers
★ Mandatory disclosure of information to aid

market transparency
★ Collective sanctions (e.g. consumer organisations’

rights to profit skimming, compensation and
injunction)

★ Individual consumer rights (e.g. cancellation of
contract, compensation)

★ The risk of a “race to the bottom” resulting from
the country of origin principle

★ Special clauses, e.g. for the protection of children
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