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Further to the Call for expression of interest with a view to setting up a network of 
stakeholder experts on the Common Frame of Reference in the area of European 
contract law (CFR-net) published in OJ S 148 of 31.07.2004 these terms of reference shall 
give indications as to the working of the CFR-net.  

 
 

Network of stakeholder experts  
on the Common Frame of Reference in the area of European contract law (CFR-net) 

 
- Terms of reference -  

 
 

§ 1 
The network of stakeholder experts on the Common Frame of Reference in the area of 
European contract law (hereafter “CFR-net”) will carry out its activities in accordance with 
the rules set out in these terms of reference.  
 

§ 2 
The CFR-net will provide a continuous stakeholder input to the Commission with regard to 
the research activities aimed at the preparation of the Common Frame of Reference (hereafter 
“CFR”). This input will be provided firstly at the beginning of the research, through the 
identification of the main problems which need to be addressed. Subsequently this input will 
be provided in the course of the research, through detailed practical comments on the research 
works and the documents which will be submitted for observations to the CFR-net experts on 
the basis of their respective fields of specialisation and the areas in which they wish to be 
involved. In order to ensure that the research focuses on actual problems in the area of 
contractual practice and that the proposed solutions can effectively solve these problems 
CFR-net experts are expected to discuss any problems, proposed solutions, and related 
comments within the stakeholder group to which they belong (e.g. industry, trade, services, 
financial services, legal practitioners, notaries, judges, arbitrators, consumers associations 
etc.). 
 

§ 3 
The work of the CFR-net will be divided into themes and the experts will be divided into 
subgroups each of which dealing with a specific theme in accordance with their respective 
field of specialisation and the areas in which they wish to be involved. The Commission will 
decide how the work and the subgroups will be divided in the light of the discussions with the 
researchers and of stakeholders’ comments on the identified problems and the areas dealt with 
by the CFR. 
 

§ 4 
The CFR-net experts will examine the documents submitted to them, in accordance with the 
guidelines and deadlines set by the Commission to ensure that feedback from the CFR-net is 
concrete, constructive, regular and timely. The CFR-net experts will check the said documents 
in terms of both legal feasibility and practical suitability (best solutions), and will prepare 
detailed practical comments.  The CFR-net experts are invited in particular to provide 



practical examples and cases from their field of specialisation.  The feedback provided by the 
CFR-net will be transmitted to the researchers who will be requested to take it into account in 
their revised drafts. In this way the Commission will monitor the progress of the research in 
the light of stakeholders’ comments. 
  

§ 5 
The CFR-net will provide comments both in dedicated workshops which the Commission will 
organise on a systematic basis and through a dedicated internet website. 

 
§ 6 

Workshops on each specific theme of the research will be held on a systematic basis, 
depending on the progress achieved in the network of researchers, during the whole period of 
preparation of the CFR by the researchers. The Commission intends to organise no more than 
ten one-day workshops per year in Brussels, of which no more than two per year will be 
devoted to the same research theme. The topics of the workshops will be specific and the 
number of participants to each workshop will be limited in order to ensure that a strict agenda 
is maintained and the work is efficient. The Commission will decide who will participate in 
the workshops, based on points 5 to 14 of the call for expression of interest. The Commission 
will send the invitations, set the agenda and chair the workshop sessions.  According to the 
theme and the stage of the research, participants to the workshops may include the CFR-net, 
the researchers, expert representatives from the Member States and any third party that the 
Commission has decided to involve in the CFR-net activities. 
 

§ 7 
The CFR-net will be able to provide its practical input also on a dedicated internet website 
which will be accessible only to the CFR-net, the researchers, the Commission, the European 
Parliament and expert representatives from the Member States. This website will allow the 
participants to exchange documents, ideas and drafting proposals, to conduct on-line 
discussions, and to be kept up-to-date on the progress of the research, on the workshops and 
on other relevant information concerning the preparation of the CFR.   
 

§8 
The input provided by the CFR-net at the workshops and via the dedicated internet website 
will be transmitted to the researchers on a regular basis, via the same dedicated internet 
website. 
 

§9 
Experts who do not attend the workshops or provide the required input can be excluded from 
the CFR-net. The Commission reserves the right to replace vacancies that may occur, because 
of exclusion or voluntary resignation from the CFR-net, by applying the selection criteria 
which are set out in the Call for expression of interest.  
 

*** 
 


