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This concerns ‘Aid for disadvantaged workers’ 
 

Section 8 , Article 31 

Sheltered workshops1 provide employment to less-privileged people. The admission 
requirements are that the candidates should have a psycho-social problem, be poorly 
qualified and have been unemployed for five years.  

If we compare the European definition to the definition used in the decree on sheltered 
workshops, it is striking that the concept of “vulnerable employee” as used by the EU is a 
very wide one, but that no differentiation is made in terms of the gravity of the problem. If 
subsidies were differentiated depending on the gravity of the problem, it would be possible to 
integrate more people into the labour market. 

At this moment the definition of “vulnerable employee” does not allow a differentiation of 
subsidies. The consequence is that a new “residual category” emerges, because subsidies 
encourage employers to engage more employees. Subsidies can compensate for part of the 
“limitation”. If the compensation is insufficient, these people will never be offered an 
employment and a “residual category” will emerge. We want to avoid people dropping out 
once again due to new regulations. 

We are convinced that policies should aim at inserting as many people as possible into a 
sustainable employment system. If it is not possible to develop a differential subsidy system, 
based on the distance to the labour market, it will become very difficult to insert those people 
who are at a large distance due to their psycho-social problems. As a consequence, once 
again a “residual group” will emerge for which no sound approach has been developed.  

 

 

                                            
1 Decreet inzake sociale werkplaatsen, 14 juli 1998, Ministerie van de Vlaamse Gemeenschap 
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