
Letter of 5 November 2007 from Unioncamere, Veneto to DG Comp, State Aid Registry, 
HT 582 

Ref: 5156/07/NG  

Subject: Draft Community guidelines on state aid for environmental protection  

The Veneto Chambers of Commerce through their own regional Union, the Veneto trade 
associations and the Veneto Euro Info Centres are happy to participate in this consultation, 
which they believe is of particular strategic importance for the European economic system at 
this time.  

Please  note that the Euro Info Centres are a local initiative of DG Enterprise, one of whose 
tasks is to provide assessments and critiques of the implementation of Community policies 
and the application of Community law by means of constant local feedback to the 
Commission. The Chambers of Commerce, as indicated in the European Council Conclusions 
of 22 March 2005, are the bodies with which the European Commission should communicate 
in order better to achieve the Lisbon objectives and to offer services to SMEs.  

A few words before giving our evaluation of the draft Guidelines: It is recognised that SMEs 
are the backbone of the European economy. More particularly, micro-enterprises (according 
to the Community definition) account for about 93% of all enterprises.  

In Veneto, which has a population of approximately 5 million, there are more than 500 000 
enterprises, of which approximately 460 000 are active, and about 95% of them are micro-
enterprises.  

Our evaluation:  

1) With reference to points 30, 40, 67 and 70 of the draft Guidelines, we believe that aid 
intensity for SMEs must not be left undifferentiated: greater aid intensity for micro-
enterprises is an absolute must.   

2) With reference to point 70 (b) and (c): as it is important that the undertakings should adopt 
measures adapting to whichever standards are higher - national or Community - and given the 
economic impact of micro-enterprises in our region, we request that aid intensity be raised to 
a maximum of 100% of the costs for these enterprises.  

Our evaluation is based on the fact that the expenditure (bureaucratic and administrative 
complications, expenditure on external consultants where the undertaking does not have staff 
qualified for such tasks, tax implications, etc.) involved in obtaining assistance is very high 
and often greater than the advantages of the assistance.  

We know that it may be objected that exemption under the "de minimis" rule could be used in 
such cases. However, it must be borne in mind that this option is not often used by the public 
authorities when it is possible to use exemption regulations. The de minimis exemption also 
involves further administrative and bureaucratic burdens on enterprises. Even if this objection 
were considered valid, we believe that it is essential that the European Commission should 
give a clear signal of support and particular understanding for the social and economic role of 
micro-enterprises by clearly and substantially differentiating between them and small 
enterprises.  



Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require further clarifications or for anything else.  

Yours faithfully, 

The Director 

Dr Gian Angelo Bellati  

 

 


