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Highlights 
 
Commission publishes the non-confidential version of the final negative decision with recovery regarding 
the tax treatment by The Netherlands of Starbucks  
27.06.2016 - Today the Commission has published the non-confidential version of the final negative decision with 
recovery adopted on 21 October 2015, which closed the in-depth investigation into transfer pricing arrangements on 
corporate taxation of Starbucks in the Netherlands. The decision is available under the case number SA.38374 on the 
competition website. 
Read more 
 
Commission opens in-depth investigation into support for Port Authority of Naples and Italian shipyard 
Cantieri del Mediterraneo 
28.06.2016 - The European Commission has opened an in-depth probe to verify whether direct grants of €44 million 
from Italy to the Port Authority of Naples were in line with EU state aid rules. The grants were used to renovate the 
dry-docks rented out by the Port Authority of Naples to Cantieri del Mediterraneo (CAMED), a ship building and ship 
repair company, on the basis of a 30-year concession. The Commission's preliminary view is that besides the Port 
Authority, also CAMED may have benefitted from these grants via the concession agreement. Indeed, in the absence 
of a tender for the use of the dry-docks, CAMED may use the refurbished facilities to provide ship repair activities for a 
price potentially below market rates. This may have given both companies an economic advantage over their 
competitors and therefore involve state aid within the meaning of the EU rules. Such aid may be found compatible with 
EU state aid rules if it furthers an objective of common interest, such as the provision of quality public services at 
affordable prices, without unduly distorting competition in the Single Market. However, at this stage, the Commission 
has doubts that the ship repair service can qualify as a Service of General Economic Interest (SGEI). The opening of 
an in-depth investigation gives interested parties a possibility to comment on the measures being assessed. It does 
not prejudge in any way the outcome of the investigation. More information will be available on the Commission's 
competition website, in the public case register under the case number SA.36112. 
Read more 
 
Commission approves Cypriot scheme in favour of certain borrowers in difficulty  
28.06.2016 - The European Commission has found a Cypriot scheme to support private households and micro 
companies that encounter difficulties in repaying loans to be in line with EU state aid rules. Eligible borrowers can get a 
grant that does not need to be reimbursed, provided that their loans are secured against their principal residence. The 
aim is to avoid that these borrowers lose their principal residence. The grant will be paid out through banks in Cyprus. 
It is restricted to a maximum amount of € 10 000 per year and borrower, for a maximum period of three consecutive 
years. The scheme has a budget of around € 2 million per year. With respect to private households and micro 
companies, the grants are either of a social character or too small to have an effect on trade. This part of the measure 
therefore involves no state aid. The Commission also assessed whether the measure could confer an advantage to the 
banks that pay the grants. The Commission found that the grant scheme increases the amount of repayment the 
banks receive from their non-performing loans. This provides an indirect advantage to the banks and therefore 
involves state aid. However, the Commission's assessment showed that the measure would not create undue 
distortions of competition among banks. It found that the scheme was well-targeted, limited in time and scope and 
that the indirect aid to the banks was limited to what is necessary to achieve its goal, namely to avoid that the 
borrowers lose the house in which they live. Moreover, since all mortgage lenders established in Cyprus are able to 
participate in the scheme, it is non-discriminatory. The Commission has, therefore, concluded that the scheme is 
compatible with EU rules. More information will be available on the Commission's competition website, in the public 
case register under the case number SA.45004. 
Read more 
 
Commission approves prolongation of Cypriot bank guarantee scheme  
28.06.2016 - The European Commission has approved, under EU State aid rules, a prolongation until 31 December 
2016 of the government guarantee scheme for credit institutions in Cyprus. The Commission authorised the original 
scheme in November 2012. Since then its prolongation has been authorised several times, the last time in January 
2016. The Commission found this latest prolongation of the measure to be in line with its guidance on support 
measures for banks during the financial crisis. The Commission concluded in particular that the prolonged measure is 
targeted, proportionate and limited in time and scope. Moreover, the Commission has verified that the prolongation 
does not breach the EU Directive on bank recovery and resolution. During the application of the extraordinary crisis 
rules for state aid to banks, the Commission is authorising guarantee schemes on banks’ liabilities for successive 
periods of six months in order to be able to monitor developments and adjust conditions accordingly. More information 
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-16-2342_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-16-2349_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-16-2349_en.htm


will be available on the Commission's competition website, in the public case register under the case number 
SA.45598. 
Read more 
 
Commission approves prolongation of Polish credit union resolution scheme  
29.06.2016 - The European Commission has authorised, under EU State aid rules, the fifth prolongation of the Polish 
credit union resolution scheme until 31 December 2016. The Commission found the prolongation of the scheme, 
initially approved on 18 February 2014, to be in line with its guidance on State aid to banks during the crisis. It found 
that the measures are well targeted, proportionate and limited in time and scope. The objective of the scheme is to 
safeguard financial stability and minimise the use of taxpayer money, when a credit union becomes unable to meet 
regulatory requirements. It allows to provide aid for transferring part or all of the assets and liabilities of a failing 
credit union to an acquirer through a competitive process. This will help to achieve the maximum value for the 
transferred assets and liabilities, ensuring that the aid is limited to the minimum necessary to ensure an orderly 
winding-up and that no buyer gains an undue economic advantage through the acquisition of under-priced assets and 
liabilities. More information will be available on the Commission's competition website, in the public case register under 
the case number SA.45517.  
Read more  
 
Commission approves prolongation of Greek bank guarantee scheme 
29.06.2016 - The European Commission has authorised the prolongation of the Greek guarantee scheme for credit 
institutions until 31 December 2016 under EU state aid rules. Whilst the liquidity situation of the Greek banks is 
gradually improving, the Commission has found that the 6-month prolongation of the guarantee scheme is in line with 
the rules on state aid to banks during the crisis, in particular because the prolonged measure is targeted, 
proportionate and limited in time and scope. During the application of the crisis rules for state aid to banks, the 
Commission is authorising guarantee schemes on banks’ liabilities for successive periods of six months in order to be 
able to monitor developments and adjust conditions accordingly. The Greek guarantee scheme was initially approved 
in November 2008. The authorisation of the scheme was prolonged several times, last time in December 2015 until 
end June 2016. More information is available on the Commission's competition website, in the public case register 
under the case number SA.45629. 
Read more 
 
Commission endorses Italy's ultra-broadband plan for 2016-2022 
30.06.2016 - The European Commission has found Italy's high-speed broadband plan, with a budget of about €4 
billion, to be in line with EU state aid rules. The scheme will bring fast internet access to areas where it is currently not 
available, without unduly distorting competition. 
Read more  
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Public consultations on draft legislation 
 

Public consultation on the interim report of the sector inquiry into capacity mechanisms 
Deadline 

for 
comments 

The Commission invites Member States, stakeholders in the electricity sector and all other interested 
parties to submit comments on the interim report and the annexed staff working document (read 
more). 

From 
13.04.2016 
until 
06.07.2016 

 
All public consultations: DG Competition / DG Agriculture / DG Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-16-2349_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-16-2357_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-16-2357_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-2363_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/consultations/2016_capacity_mechanisms/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/consultations/2016_capacity_mechanisms/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/consultations/open.html
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/consultations/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/maritimeaffairs_fisheries/consultations/index_en.htm


Commission Decisions 
 
List of Commission Decisions taken during the reporting period, regardless of their publication in the Official Journal. 
The list of Commission Decisions recently published in the Official Journal is available here. 
 
Decision not to raise objections 
 

Country Case 
Number Title Objective Decision 

date 

DG Competition 
Cyprus SA.45004  Cyprus - State grant scheme to borrowers and 

micro-companies  
Social support to 
individual 
consumers 

28/06/2016 

Cyprus SA.45598  Eighth Prolongation of Cypriot guarantee scheme 
for banks - H2 2016  

Remedy for a 
serious disturbance 
in the economy 

28/06/2016 

Greece SA.45629  Prolongation of the Greek financial support 
measures (Art. 2 law 3723/2008) 

Remedy for a 
serious disturbance 
in the economy 

29/06/2016 

Italy SA.41647  Italy - Strategia Banda Ultra Larga Other 30/06/2016 

Poland SA.45517  Fifth prolongation of the Credit Unions Orderly 
Liquidation Scheme - H2 2016 

Remedy for a 
serious disturbance 
in the economy 

29/06/2016 

Cyprus SA.45004  Cyprus - State grant scheme to borrowers and 
micro-companies  

Social support to 
individual 
consumers 

28/06/2016 

 
Decision to initiate the formal investigation procedure 
 

Country Case 
Number Title Objective Decision 

date 

DG Competition 
Italy SA.36112  Alleged aid in favour of the Port Authority of 

Naples and Cantieri del Mediterraneo S.p.A. 
Sectoral 
development 

28/06/2016 

 

Block exemptions 
 
Block Exemptions information sheets published in the State Aid register during the reporting period. 
 

Court of Justice of the European Union 
 
List of cases discussed during the reporting period, as published in the judicial calendar of the Court. 
The respective case documents are normally published on the Court website within a short interval. 
 

Country Court Case Title Type of act Date 

Belgium C-270/15 P Belgium v Commission Judgement 30.06.2016 
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http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/state_aid/
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_45004
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_45598
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_45629
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_41647
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_45517
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_45004
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_36112
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm?fuseaction=dsp_result&policy_area_id=3&case_number=X%25&webpub_date_from=24/06/2016&webpub_date_to=30/06/2016
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_17661/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-270/15%20P


List of cases planned for the week following the reporting period, as published in the judicial calendar of the Court. 
 

Country Court Case Title Type of act Date 

Ireland C-164/15 P 
C-165/15 P 

Commission v Aer Lingus 
Commission v Ryanair 

Opinion/Joined 
cases 

05.07.2016 

Spain C-449/14 P DTS Distribuidora de Televisión Digital v 
Commission 

Opinion 07.07.2016 

 
 

Additional points of interest 
 
Events 
 

Title Date  Place Organiser 

Summer School on EU Law and its 
Implementation 
Read more 

27 June – 8 
July 

Luxembourg EIPA 

Master Class -State Aid Uncovered  
Read more 

4-5 July Berlin Lexxion 

Summer Course on European Competition Law 
Read more 

4-8 July Trier ERA 

The General Block Exemption Regulation in 
Practice 
Read more 

25-26 August Berlin European Academy for 
Taxes, Economics & 
Law 

Summer Course on State Aid  
Read more 

5-8 
September 

Oleggio Castello Lexxion 

State Aid for Transport Services and 
Infrastructure 
Read more 

19-20 
September 

Brussels Lexxion 

Speyerer Europarechtstage: 
Aktuelle Fragen des Europäischen Beihilferechts 
Read more 

26-27 
September 

Speyer German University of 
Administrative Sciences 

State Aid Control: Where Law and Economics 
Meet  
Read more 

30 September Brussels Lexxion 

Training on State Aid Law and Procedures 
Read more 

10-11 
October 

Berlin Lexxion 

State Aid in the European Agriculture and 
Forestry sectors 
Read more 

6 October  Berlin European Academy for 
Taxes, Economics & 
Law 

European Conference: State Aid Control & ESI 
Funds 
Read more 

20-21 
October 

Warsaw Lexxion 

Advanced State Aid Seminar 
Read more 

24-25 
October 

Maastricht EIPA 

Training on State Aid for Tax Measures 
Read more 

26-27 
October 

Brussels Lexxion  

EU State Aid Law for Energy and Environment 
 

7-8 November Brussels Lexxion 

Annual Conference on European State Aid Law 
2016 
Read more 

24-25 
November 

Trier ERA 

Master Class State Aid Uncovered 
 

5-6 December Brussels Lexxion 

Autumn Conference on European State Aid Law 
2016 
Read more 

December  Lexxion 
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http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_17661/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-164/15%20P
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-165/15%20P
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-449/14%20P
http://seminars.eipa.eu/en/activities09/show/&tid=5934
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/master-class-state-aid-july-2016.html
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=139090765f3caec76e9098839f8808769e6040c400471473594592&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=125588
http://www.euroacad.eu/events/event/the-general-block-exemption-regulation-gber-in-practice-1.html
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/state-aid-from-a-to-z.html
http://www.stateaidhub.eu/events/111/overview
http://www.uni-speyer.de/de/weiterbildung/weiterbildungsprogramm.php?seminarId=28
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/state-aid-control-where-law-and-economics-meet.html
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/essentials-of-state-aid-law-and-procedures.html
http://www.euroacad.eu/events/event/state-aid-in-the-european-agricultural-and-forestry-sectors-2.html
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/european-conference-state-aid-control-a-esi-funds-2016.html
http://seminars.eipa.eu/en/home/list/&pg=3
http://www.stateaidhub.eu/events/115
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=139090765f3caec76e9098839f8808769e6040c400471473594592&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=125715
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/autumn-conference-on-european-state-aid-law-2016.html
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Miscellanea 
 
Sixth adjustment of base rates in 2016 to apply as from the first of July 2016 
Base rates calculated in accordance with the Commission communication of 19.01.2008 
Read more 

 

 
Next publication date: Thursday 07.07.2016 
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