
 State Aid Weekly e-News No 04/16 1 
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28 January 2016 

Covers the period from 22 to 28 January 

Highlights 
 

Commission opens in-depth investigation into support for Iberpotash in Spain 

26.01.2016 - Following a complaint, the European Commission has opened an in-depth investigation into whether 

public measures in favour of Spanish mining company Iberpotash gave it a selective advantage over its competitors, in 

breach of EU State aid rules. 

Read more 

 

Statement by Commissioner Vestager on the agreement reached on the planned Italian state guarantee 
scheme to deal with non-performing loans 

26.01.2016 –"I welcome the understanding reached today with Minister Padoan on the terms for setting up a 

guarantee scheme to support Italian banks in dealing with their non-performing loans. The guarantees are to be priced 

at market terms, so do not constitute state aid. 

Today's understanding follows constructive discussions with the Italian authorities and is an important step to support 

Italian banks in dealing with their non-performing loans. Together with other reforms undertaken and planned by the 

Italian authorities, it should further improve the banks' ability to lend to the real economy and drive economic 
growth." 

 

Judgment of the General Court in case T-427/12: Austria v Commission 

28.01.2016 - The General Court confirms that the guarantee granted by Austria to BayernLB in the context of its 

restructuring concerning BayernLB’s credit lines in favour of Hypo Group Alpe Adria constitutes State aid which is 

nevertheless compatible with EU law. It therefore rejects the action brought by Austria against the decisions of the 
Commission. 

Read more 
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Public consultations on draft legislation 
 

Consultation on the Notice on a Simplified Procedure for the Treatment of Certain Types of 

Aid 

Deadline 

for 

comments 

The European Commission is consulting stakeholders on whether to repeal or revise the Simplified 

Procedure Notice. The Commission intends to carry out a review to reflect, on the one hand, the 

amendments brought to the State aid framework (in particular with regard to the General Block 

Exemption Regulation No 800/2008 and the Procedural Regulation No 1589/2015) and, on the other 

hand, to take account of the experience gained with the implementation of the Notice. The objective is 

to ensure coherence and consistency in the application of the various instruments of the State Aid 

framework and to draw conclusions on the implementation and effectiveness of the Notice (read more)  

From 

06.01.2016 

until 

06.04.2016 

 

All public consultations: DG Competition / DG Agriculture / DG Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 

 

  

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-165_en.htm
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2016-01/cp160008en.pdf
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2016-01/cp160008en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/consultations/2016_simplified_procedure/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/consultations/open.html
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/consultations/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/maritimeaffairs_fisheries/consultations/index_en.htm
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Commission Decisions 
 

List of Commission Decisions taken during the reporting period, regardless of their publication in the Official Journal. 

The list of Commission Decisions recently published in the Official Journal is available here. 

 

Decision not to raise objections 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 

date 

DG Competition 

Croatia SA.38626 National Broadband Plan – Croatia 
Sectoral 

development 
25/01/2016 

Lithuania SA.33313 Excise duty reduction for biofuels 
Environmental 

protection 
25/01/2016 

Lithuania SA.43206 The Vilnius Congress Centre project Culture 22/01/2016 

Spain SA.43878 State aid for cultural periodicals Culture 26/01/2016 

United 

Kingdom 
SA.42847 

Invest NI Rescue and Restructuring Scheme 

2016 - 2020 

Rescuing firms in 

difficulty 
28/01/2016 

DG Agriculture 

Italy SA.41320 Critères et modalités pour l'octroi de 

contributions aux consortiums de bonification 

Forestry 26/01/2016 

Italy SA.42520 Criteria and procedures for the implementation of 

art. 24 (support for mountain grazing), 

paragraphs 2 bis, 2 ter, 2 quater and 2 

quinquies, of Provincial Law n. 4 of 28 march 

2003 (Provincial law on agriculture) 

Aid for animal 

welfare 

commitments 

21/01/2016 

Italy SA.42825 Environmental services provided by forestry 

associations 

Aid for investments 

improving the 

resilience and 

environmental 

value of forest 

ecosystems 

26/01/2016 

Italy SA.42973 Irrigation et bonification dans la province de 

Trento 

Agri-environmental 

commitments 

27/01/2016 

Slovakia SA.43460 Aid for establishing forest management plans Environmental 

protection 
21/01/2016 

 

Decision to initiate the formal investigation procedure 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 

date 

DG Competition 

Spain SA.35818 Iberpotash   26/01/2016 

 

Links to the some cases are not yet available. Please refer to the Register webpage and make a manual search in the 

days immediately after the publication date of this issue to access the information on the specific cases. The editorial 
team apologises for any inconvenient this might cause. 

 

Block exemptions 
 

Block Exemptions information sheets published in the State Aid register during the reporting period. 

 

  

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/state_aid/
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_38626
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_33313
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_43206
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_43878
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_42847
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_41320
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_42520
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_42825
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_42973
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_43460
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_35818
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/register/
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm?fuseaction=dsp_result&policy_area_id=3&case_number=X%25&webpub_date_from=22/01/2016&webpub_date_to=28/01/2016
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Court of Justice of the European Union 
 

List of cases discussed during the reporting period, as published in the judicial calendar of the Court. 

The respective case documents are normally published on the Court website within a short interval. 

 

Country Court Case Title Type of act Date 

Slovenia T-507/12 Slovenia v Commission Judgement 28/01/2016 

Austria T-427/12 Austria v Commission Judgement 28/01/2016 

 

List of cases planned for the week following the reporting period, as published in the judicial calendar of the Court. 

 

Country Court Case Title Type of act Date 

France C-211/15 P Orange v Commission Opinion 04/02/2016 

Germany T-287/11 Heitkamp BauHolding v Commission Judgment 04/02/2016 

Germany T-620/11 GFKL Financial Services v Commission Judgement 04/02/2016 

 

European Economic Area 
 

Based on the Agreement of the European Economic Area (EEA), the EFTA States participating in the EEA have 

entrusted the EFTA Surveillance Authority and the EFTA Court with similar decision making powers to that of the 
Commission and the European Court of Justice, respectively, in the field of state aid for the EFTA States. 

 

Decisions of the EFTA Surveillance Authority 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 

Date 

Newly adopted decisions 

Norway 78337 

Decision raising no objections to a zero VAT rate for 

electronic news services 

(DEC 023/16/COL) 

Press release 

Other 25.01.2016 

Iceland 73094 

Restructuring aid to Nordurland Savings Bank and 

its predecessors 

(DEC 026/16/COL) 

Press release 

Financial Crisis 27.01.2016 

Public versions of decisions made available 

Norway 78337 

Decision raising no objections to a zero VAT rate for 

electronic news services 

(DEC 023/16/COL) 

Other 25.01.2016 

 

Block exemptions 
 

Country Title/link to documents Case number Objective 

Norway Incentive scheme for the production of 

international films and series 

(Art. 54) 

78504 Culture 

Norway Corporate Internal Training Scheme 

(Art. 31) 

78513 Training 

Norway Aid scheme for disability assistance in working life 

(Art. 34) 

78514 Employment 

Norway Aid scheme for sheltered employment  

(Art. 34) 

78517 Employment 

 

http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_17661/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=T-507/12
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=T-427/12
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_17661/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-211/15%20P
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=T-287/11
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=T-620/11
http://www.eftasurv.int/press--publications/press-releases/state-aid/electronic-news-services
http://www.eftasurv.int/press--publications/press-releases/state-aid/state-aid:-no-objections-raised-to-restructuring-of-icelandic-savings-banks
http://www.eftasurv.int/media/esa-docs/physical/023-16-COL.pdf
http://www.eftasurv.int/media/esa-docs/physical/GBER-1-2016-Culture.pdf
http://www.eftasurv.int/media/esa-docs/physical/GBER-1-2016-Culture.pdf
http://www.eftasurv.int/media/esa-docs/physical/GBER-2-2016-Training.pdf
http://www.eftasurv.int/media/esa-docs/physical/GBER-3-2016-Employment.pdf
http://www.eftasurv.int/media/esa-docs/physical/GBER-4-2016-Employment.pdf


 State Aid Weekly e-News No 04/16 4 
 

Additional points of interest 
 

Events 
 

Title Date  Place Organiser 

Competition Law Challenges in the Transport Sector 

Read more 

27-28 January London IBC Legal Conferences 

Essentials of State Aid Law and Procedures 

Read more 

8-9 February Brussels Lexxion 

Ayudas de Estado y Medio Ambiente 

Read more 

18-19 

February 

Barcelona EIPA 

Major Projects funded by ESI funds 2014-2020 

Read more 

18-19 

February 

Berlin European Academy for 

Taxes, Economics & Law 

The Rights and Duties of Providers and Beneficiaries 

of State Aid 

Read more 

19 February Paris Lexxion 

The General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER) in 

Practice 

Read more 

22-23 

February 

Berlin European Academy for 

Taxes, Economics & Law 

State Aid for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

Read more 

14-15 March Brussels Lexxion 

EU Funding and State Aid for Energy 

Read more 

17-18 March Berlin Lexxion 

EStAL Seminar 2016: State Aid and Services of 

General Economic Interest (SGEI) 

Read more 

31 March – 

2 April 

Milan Lexxion 

State Aid & SGEI in Health care, Social services and 

Infrastructures 

Read more 

21-22 April Berlin European Academy for 

Taxes, Economics & Law 

State Aid Proceedings and Litigation 

Read more 

19-20 May Brussels ERA 

 

Miscellanea 
 

Changes to the base rates for the Euro zone  

(update 21.01.2016 - adjustment of base rates in 2016 to apply as from 01.02.2016) 

Read more 

 

 

Next publication date: Thursday 04.02.2016 
 

Previous issues 
 

Subscription 

If you wish to subscribe to “State Aid Weekly e-News” and receive it in your Inbox for free, please click here. To 

unsubscribe, please use the same link, complete with your login or email address and password, confirm and on the 
next page click on "Unregister". 

Please, note that the information requested under “Change personal details” is not compulsory. In order to complete 
the subscription it is sufficient to fill in the data requested under “Add subscription”. 

 

About e-News 

This e-News is issued every week to present the latest developments in the area of State aid. It features information 

on new legislative texts and proposals, decisions of the European Commission and the Courts of the European Union 

and other state aid–related documents and events. A great deal of additional information on State aid matters is 
available on the Internet. It can be accessed through the Europa server. 

Other documents related to the cases, can be found under the link to the State aid Register. 

 

http://www.ibclegal.com/event/Competition-Law-in-the-Transport-Sector-Conference
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/essentials.html
http://seminars.eipa.eu/en/activities09/show/&tid=5833
http://www.euroacad.eu/events/event/major-projects-funded-by-esi-funds-2014-2020-1.html
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/paris-state-aid-conference.html
http://www.euroacad.eu/events/event/the-general-block-exemption-regulation-gber-in-practice.html
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/agriculture2016-overview.html
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/eu-funds/eu-funding-and-state-aid-for-energy.html
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/estal-seminar-2016.html
http://www.euroacad.eu/events/event/state-aid-sgei-in-health-care-social-services-and-infrastructure.html
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=05922cd72aa9dd23aa84c5c9907b66160a91bae700450922136923&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=125702
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/legislation/reference_rates.html
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/newsletter/index.html
https://ec.europa.eu/coreservices/mailing/index.cfm?controller=login&action=index&serviceid=7375&CFID=96416714&CFTOKEN=62449002&jsessionid=157e8d06aab4fecb488e3835946645512723TR
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/register/
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European Commission 
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completeness, accuracy of the information and the use which might be made of the information provided in this 
document. 
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