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Highlights 

 

Commission opens in-depth investigation into support for Romanian petrochemical company Oltchim 

08.04.2016 - The European Commission has opened an in-depth probe to verify whether debt write-offs by the 
Romanian State and continued supplies by State-owned enterprises in favour of Oltchim, despite the company's 
deteriorating financial situation, were in line with EU state aid rules. 

Read more  

 

Interim report of sector inquiry on electricity capacity mechanisms shows significant shortcomings 

13.04.2016 - The Commission inquiry on capacity mechanisms shows they can increase security of electricity supply 
but many Member States must be more thorough assessing whether they are necessary and in their design to ensure 
they are targeted and cost-effective. 

Unnecessary and badly designed capacity mechanisms can distort competition, hinder electricity flows across borders 
and lead to consumers overpaying for electricity. The Commission now invites Member States, stakeholders in the 
electricity sector and others to submit comments on its initial findings. 

Press release 

Fact Sheet 

Statement by Commissioner Vestager 

 

In this issue: 

Public consultations on draft legislation >> 

Commission Decisions >> 

Block exemptions >> 

Court of Justice of the European Union >> 

Additional points of interest >> 

 

Public consultations on draft legislation 

 

Targeted review of the General Block Exemption Regulation (State aid): extension to ports 
and airports 

Deadline 
for 

comments 

In recital 1 of the GBER (Regulation 651/2014), it is announced that the Commission envisages 
including ports and airports in the GBER, which have so far not been included, as soon as sufficient 
case experience has been collected. This initiative aims to simplify the application of State aid rules, 
thus reducing administrative burden and costs and speeding up the implementation of projects. By 
including aid measures for ports and airports into the GBER, Member States will no longer have to 
notify the measures to the Commission and wait for the approval of the Commission before they can 
start implementation (read more) 

From 
07.03.2016 
until 
30.05.2016 

 

All public consultations: DG Competition / DG Agriculture / DG Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 

 

  

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1321_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1372_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-1367_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-16-1389_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/consultations/2016_gber_review/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/consultations/open.html
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/consultations/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/maritimeaffairs_fisheries/consultations/index_en.htm
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Commission Decisions 

 

List of Commission Decisions taken during the reporting period, regardless of their publication in the Official Journal. 

The list of Commission Decisions recently published in the Official Journal is available here. 

 

Decision does not constitute aid (after formal investigation procedure) 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 
date 

DG Competition 

Greece SA.28876 Container terminal Port Piraeus & Cosco Pacific 
Limited  

Sectoral 
development 

07/04/2016 

 

Decision not to raise objections 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 
date 

DG Competition 

Portugal SA.43975 Investment Aid for the Port of Funchal. Regional 
development 

11/04/2016 

 

Decision to initiate the formal investigation procedure 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 
date 

DG Competition 

Romania SA.36086 Potential aid to Oltchim  08/04/2016 

 

Block exemptions 

 

Block Exemptions information sheets published in the State Aid register during the reporting period. 

 

Court of Justice of the European Union 

 

List of cases discussed during the reporting period, as published in the judicial calendar of the Court. 

The respective case documents are normally published on the Court website within a short interval. 

 

Country Court Case Title Type of act Date 

The Netherlands 

Spain 

C-100/15 P Netherlands Maritime Technology Association v 
Commission 

Judgment 14.04.2016 

Poland C-574/14 PGE Opinion 14.04.2016 

 

List of cases planned for the week following the reporting period, as published in the judicial calendar of the Court. 

 

Country Court Case Title Type of act Date 

Belgium C-270/15 P Belgium v Commission Opinion 21.04.2016 

 

  

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/state_aid/
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_28876
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_43975
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_36068
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm?fuseaction=dsp_result&policy_area_id=3&case_number=X%25&webpub_date_from=08/04/2016&webpub_date_to=14/04/2016
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_17661/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-100/15%20P
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-574/14
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_17661/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-270/15%20P
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Additional points of interest 

 

Events 
 

Title Date  Place Organiser 

State Aid & SGEI in Health care, Social services and 
Infrastructures 

Read more 

21-22 April Berlin European Academy for 
Taxes, Economics & Law 

State Aid & ESI Funds 

Read more 

9-10 May Brussels Lexxion 

State Aid Proceedings and Litigation 

Read more 

19-20 May Brussels ERA 

14th Experts' Forum on New Developments in 
European State Aid Law 

Read more 

9-10 June Brussels Lexxion 

Training on the State Aid Requirements for SGEI 

Read more 

20-21 June Brussels Lexxion 

Future Energy and Climate Change Policies under 
the New State Aid Guidelines 

Read more 

20-21 June Barcelona EIPA 

6th European Summer Academy State Aid 2016 

Read more 

20-22 June Berlin European Academy for 
Taxes, Economics & Law 

Summer School on EU Law and its Implementation 

Read more 

27 June – 8 
July 

Luxembourg EIPA 

Advanced State Aid Seminar 

Read more 

27-28 June Maastricht EIPA 

Best Practice & Problem Solving in State Aid 

Read more 

4-5 July Brussels Lexxion 

Summer Course on European Competition Law 

Read more 

4-8 July Trier ERA 

European Conference: State Aid Control & ESI Funds 

Read more 

October Warsaw Lexxion 

Annual Conference on European State Aid Law 2016 

Read more 

24-25 
November 

Trier ERA 

Autumn Conference on European State Aid Law 
2016 

Read more 

December  Lexxion 

 

Invitations to tender - prior information notice 
 

State aid assessment of impaired assets: valuation and resolution mechanisms (Prior information notice) 

Several Member States supported some banks by providing relief for impaired assets. The Commission released in 
2009 a communication paper on the ‘Treatment of impaired assets in the Community banking sector’. It assumes that 
the design of asset relief measures is primarily the responsibility of the Member State concerned, but their assessment 
under the State aid rules is the Commission's responsibility. For the assessment of valuation methods put forward by 
Member States for asset relief measures and their implementation in individual cases, the Commission could consult 
panels of valuation experts. 

The Commission may also consult experts on the way to resolve problematic assets and associated liabilities envisaged 
by a Member State. Experts may be consulted on specific or general issues related to the compliance of the envisaged 
resolution mechanism with the conditions for finding aid compatible. These assessments will be done in the new SRM 
and BRRD's legislative context. 

Read more 

 

Changes to the base rates for the Euro zone  

(fourth adjustment of base rates in 2016 to apply as from the first of May 2016) 

Read more 

http://www.euroacad.eu/events/event/state-aid-sgei-in-health-care-social-services-and-infrastructure.html
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/state-aid-a-esi-funds-.html
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=05922cd72aa9dd23aa84c5c9907b66160a91bae700450922136923&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=125702
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/14th-experts-forum-on-new-developments-in-european-state-aid-law/conference-programme.html
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/sa-require-sgei-2016-june-overview.html
http://seminars.eipa.eu/en/activities09/show/&tid=5833
http://www.euroacad.eu/events/event/6th-european-summer-academy-state-aid-2016.html
http://seminars.eipa.eu/en/activities09/show/&tid=5934
http://seminars.eipa.eu/en/activities09/show/&tid=5882
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/master-class-state-aid-july-2016.html
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=139090765f3caec76e9098839f8808769e6040c400471473594592&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=125588
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/european-conference-state-aid-control-a-esi-funds-2016.html
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=139090765f3caec76e9098839f8808769e6040c400471473594592&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=125715
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/autumn-conference-on-european-state-aid-law-2016.html
http://ted.europa.eu/udl?uri=TED:NOTICE:59463-2016:TEXT:EN:HTML&tabId=1
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/legislation/reference_rates.html
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Next publication date: Thursday 21.04.2016 
 

Previous issues 
 

Subscription 

If you wish to subscribe to “State Aid Weekly e-News” and receive it in your Inbox for free, please click here. To 
unsubscribe, please use the same link, complete with your login or email address and password, confirm and on the 
next page click on "Unregister". 

Please, note that the information requested under “Change personal details” is not compulsory. In order to complete 
the subscription it is sufficient to fill in the data requested under “Add subscription”. 

 

About e-News 

This e-News is issued every week to present the latest developments in the area of State aid. It features information 
on new legislative texts and proposals, decisions of the European Commission and the Courts of the European Union 
and other state aid–related documents and events. A great deal of additional information on State aid matters is 
available on the Internet. It can be accessed through the Europa server. 

Other documents related to the cases, can be found under the link to the State aid Register. 
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European Commission 
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Unit A-3 – State aid strategy 
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Neither the European Commission nor any person acting on behalf of the Commission is responsible for the 
completeness, accuracy of the information and the use which might be made of the information provided in this 
document. 
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