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No. 39/14 

13 November 2014 
Covers the period from 6 November to 12 November 

Highlights 

 

The General Court of the European Union annuls the Commission decisions declaring the Spanish tax 
regime allowing for the deduction of shareholdings in foreign companies to be incompatible with the 
internal market – 7 November 2014 

In its judgments in the  Cases T-219/10 - Autogrill España SA v Commission and T-399/11 - Banco Santander SA and 
Santusa Holding SL v Commission the General Court rejects the Commission's argument that the Spanish regime is 
selective in so far as it only benefits certain groups of undertakings which make certain investments abroad. 

Read more 

 

Statement by European Commissioner for Competition Margrethe Vestager on tax state aid investigations 

Read more 

 

Competition policy brief – issue 11/2014: “State Aid Modernisation – A major revamp of state aid control” 

Starting in May 2012 the Commission began adopting a major reform package called State aid modernisation (SAM). 
SAM is a change in governance of EU state aid policy that allows better allocation of public resources and promotes 
higher efficiency and better quality of policy interventions. Among the key objectives of the reform are tangible cuts in 
red tape, the promotion of a better use of limited public resources by Member States and of a higher contribution of 
aid measures to growth. 

Read more 

 

In this issue: 

Block exemptions >> 

Court of Justice of the European Union >> 

European Economic Area >> 

Additional points of interest >> 

 

 

Block exemptions 

 

Block Exemptions information sheets published in the State Aid register during the reporting period. 

 

 

Court of Justice of the European Union 

 

List of cases discussed during the reporting period, as published in the judicial calendar of the Court. 

The respective case documents are normally published on the Court website within a short interval. 

 

Country Court Case Title Type of act Date 

Spain T-399/11 Banco Santander and Santusa v Commission Judgement 07.11.2014 

Spain T-219/10 Autogrill España v Commission Judgement 07.11.2014 

 

 

European Economic Area 

 

Based on the Agreement of the European Economic Area (EEA), the EFTA States participating in the EEA have 
entrusted the EFTA Surveillance Authority and the EFTA Court with similar decision making powers to that of the 
Commission and the European Court of Justice, respectively, in the field of state aid for the EFTA States. 

 

http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2014-11/cp140145en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-1480_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/publications/cpb/2014/011_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm?fuseaction=dsp_result&policy_area_id=3&case_number=X%25&webpub_date_from=06/11/2014&webpub_date_to=13/11/2014
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_17661/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=T-399/11
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=T-219/10
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Block exemptions 
 

Country Case number Title Objective 

Norway GBER 21/14/CUL Creative Slemmestad Culture 

 

 

Additional points of interest 

 

Events 
 

State Aid & SGEI in Health Care, Social Services and Infrastructures 

European Academy for Taxes, Economics & Law 

Berlin, 20-21 November 2014 

Read more 

 

State Aid in the Transport Sector 

EIPA 

Maastricht, 24-25 November 2014 

Read more 

 

State aid Rules for National Funding and EU Funds 

European Academy for Taxes, Economics & Law 

Berlin, 1-2 December 2014 

Read more 

 

Annual Conference on European State Aid Law 2014 

Lexxion 

Vienna, 4-5 December 2014 

Read more 

 

State Aid for Environmental and Energy Projects 

European Academy for Taxes, Economics & Law 

Berlin, 9-10 February 2015 

Read more 

 

Invitations to tender 
 

COMP/2014/017 – "Analysis and comparison of the yields of possible investments (in 2005-2007) of the 
funds collected by Poste Italiane S.p.A. through the offer of postal current accounts" 

Deadline to submit tenders: 21.11.2014 
Read more 

 

Miscellanea 

 

Economic and Financial Affairs Council (ECOFIN) of 7 November 2014 discusses preventing tax avoidance 
in the EU 

At the Ecofin meeting on 7 November the Council discussed the introduction of a draft common anti-abuse clause in 
the EU's 2011 parent-subsidiary directive. The amendment aims to prevent tax avoidance and aggressive tax planning 
in the EU in specific situations. The anti-abuse clause is formulated as a common EU 'de minimis' rule. This means that 
once adopted, it would allow the member states to apply stricter national rules, if they wished to, as long as they met 

the minimum EU requirements. 

Read more 

 

 

Next publication date: Thursday 20.11.2014 
 

Previous issues 
 

Subscription 

If you wish to subscribe to “State Aid Weekly e-News” and receive it in your Inbox for free, please click here. To 
unsubscribe, please use the same link, complete with your login or email address and password, confirm and on the 
next page click on "Unregister". 

http://www.eftasurv.int/media/state-aid/GBER-21-2014-CUL.pdf
http://www.euroacad.eu/events/event/state-aid-sgei-in-health-care-social-services-and-infrastructure.html
http://seminars.eipa.eu/en/activities09/show/&tid=5608
http://www.euroacad.eu/events/event/state-aid-rules-for-national-funding-and-eu-funds-2.html
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/autumn-conference-on-european-state-aid-law-2014.html
http://euroakad.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/dateien/seminars/State_Aid_for_Environmental_and_Energy_Projects_PR.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/calls/tenders_open.html
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/homepage/highlights/preventing-tax-avoidance-in-the-eu-council-discusses-amendment-to-the-parent-subisdiary-directive?lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/newsletter/index.html
https://ec.europa.eu/coreservices/mailing/index.cfm?controller=login&action=index&serviceid=7375&CFID=96416714&CFTOKEN=62449002&jsessionid=157e8d06aab4fecb488e3835946645512723TR
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Please, note that the information requested under “Change personal details” is not compulsory. In order to complete 
the subscription it is sufficient to fill in the data requested under “Add subscription”. 

 

About e-News 

This e-News is issued every week to present the latest developments in the area of State aid. It features information 
on new legislative texts and proposals, decisions of the European Commission and the Courts of the European Union 
and other state aid–related documents and events. A great deal of additional information on State aid matters is 
available on the Internet. It can be accessed through the Europa server. 

Other documents related to the cases, can be found under the link to the State aid Register. 

 

Publisher 

European Commission 

DG Competition 

Unit A-3 – State aid strategy 

Chief Editor: Nicola Pesaresi 

Editing team: Hildegard Vandromme, Rashko Dorosiev, Giorgia Imbriani, Valerie Nechelput, Christine Jacob  

Contact the publisher for comments, queries or suggestions: comp-state-aid-enews@ec.europa.eu 

 

Disclaimer 

Neither the European Commission nor any person acting on behalf of the Commission is responsible for the 
completeness, accuracy of the information and the use which might be made of the information provided in this 
document. 

 

© European Union 2014.  

 

Reproduction is authorised, provided the source is acknowledged, save where otherwise stated. Where prior 
permission must be obtained for the reproduction or use of textual and multimedia information, such permission shall 

cancel the above-mentioned general permission and shall clearly indicate any restrictions on use. 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/register/
mailto:comp-state-aid-enews@ec.europa.eu
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