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Highlights 

 

Commission opens in-depth investigation into the Belgian excess profit ruling system 

The Commission has opened an in-depth investigation into a Belgian tax provision, which allows group companies to 
substantially reduce their corporation tax liability in Belgium on the basis of so-called "excess profit" tax rulings. In 
essence, the rulings allow multinational entities in Belgium to reduce their corporate tax liability by "excess profits" 
that allegedly result from the advantage of being part of a multinational group. At this stage, the Commission has 
doubts if the tax provision complies with EU state aid rules, which prohibit the granting to certain companies of 
selective advantages that distort competition in the Single Market. The opening of an in-depth investigation gives 
interested third parties an opportunity to submit comments. It does not prejudge the outcome of the investigation. 

Read more  

 

Statement by Commissioner Vestager on the opening of an in-depth investigation into the Belgian excess 
profit ruling system 

Read more 

 

Commission accepts commitments from France on fiscal exemptions for certain maritime chartering 
services in France 

The European Commission has closed an in-depth investigation opened in 2013 to examine whether changes to French 
tax rules for maritime companies were in line with EU state aid rules after France offered commitments addressing the 
Commission's concerns. The Commission had concerns that also giving favourable fiscal benefits to certain vessels 
sailing under non-EU flags would run counter the objectives of EU maritime transport policy. France has now 
committed to ensure that French tonnage tax payers flag at least 25% of their tonnage in the EEA. This addresses the 
Commission's concerns. 

Read more 

 

The General Court partially annuls the Commission decision ordering Ireland to recover the sum of €8 per 
passenger from the beneficiary airlines 

Since 30 Mach 2009, airlines must pay an ‘air travel tax’ (ATT) in Ireland in respect of ‘every departure of a passenger 
on an aircraft from an airport’ situated in Ireland. In July 2009, Ryanair filed a complaint with the Commission, 
criticising several aspects of the ATT implemented by Ireland. By decision of 25 July 2012 the Commission considered 
that the application of a specific rate for domestic flights as opposed to cross-border flights constituted State aid 
incompatible with the internal market. The Commission therefore ordered the recovery of that aid from the 
beneficiaries. The General Court finds that the Commission did not err in concluding that the application of different 
rates constituted State aid in favour of airlines whose flights were subject to the lower rate during the period 
concerned. However, the General Court finds that the Commission erred in quantifying the amount of aid to be 
recovered at €8 per passenger. 

Read more 
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Commission Decisions 

 

List of Commission Decisions taken during the reporting period, regardless of their publication in the Official Journal. 

The list of Commission Decisions recently published in the Official Journal is available here. 

 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-4080_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-15-4083_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-4105_en.htm
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2015-02/cp150014en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/state_aid/


 State Aid Weekly e-News No 05/15 2 
 

Article 4(3) - decision not to raise objections 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 
date 

DG Competition 

Italy SA.39539 Aid scheme to compensate for damage caused by 
the heavy snowfalls of 2012 in Forlì-Cesena and 
Rimini 

Compensation of 
damages caused by 
natural disaster 

04.02.2015 

Portugal SA.39991 Prolongation of the Portuguese Guarantee 
Scheme - H1 2015 

 04.02.2015 

Sweden SA.38918 Loans to network operators to facilitate the 
connection of RES installations 

Environmental 
protection 

03.02.2015 

 

Article 7(5) and 14(1) - negative decision without recovery 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 
date 

DG Competition 

France SA.14551 Taxation au tonnage  04.02.2015 

 

Corrigendum 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 
date 

DG Competition 

Italy SA.20867 Aid to Carbosulcis S.p.a.  02.02.2015 

 

 

Block exemptions 

 

Block Exemptions information sheets published in the State Aid register during the reporting period. 

 

 

Court of Justice of the European Union 

 

List of cases discussed during the reporting period, as published in the judicial calendar of the Court. 

The respective case documents are normally published on the Court website within a short interval. 

 

Country Court Case Title Type of act Date 

Ireland T-473/12 Aer Lingus v Commission Judgment 05.02.2015 

Ireland T-500/12 Ryanair v Commission Judgment 05.02.2015 

 

List of cases planned for the week following the reporting period, as published in the judicial calendar of the Court. 

 

Country Court Case Title Type of act Date 

France C-37/14 Commission v France Judgement 12.02.2015 

 

 

European Economic Area 

 

Based on the Agreement of the European Economic Area (EEA), the EFTA States participating in the EEA have 
entrusted the EFTA Surveillance Authority and the EFTA Court with similar decision making powers to that of the 
Commission and the European Court of Justice, respectively, in the field of state aid for the EFTA States. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_39539
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_39991
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_38918
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_14551
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_20867
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm?fuseaction=dsp_result&policy_area_id=3&case_number=X%25&webpub_date_from=30/01/2015&webpub_date_to=05/02/2015
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_17661/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=T-473/12
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=T-500/12
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_17661/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-37/14
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Decisions of the EFTA Surveillance Authority 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 
date 

Newly adopted decisions 

Norway 70337 
Public hospital pharmacies in Norway - existing 
aid (DEC 460/13/COL) - Press release 

Research, 
development and 
innovation 

04.02.2015 

Norway 76531 
Environmental aid in favour of Hydro Aluminium 
AS (DEC 37/15/COL) - Press release 

Environment 04.02.2015 

 

 

Additional points of interest 

 

Events 
 

Essentials of State Aid Law and Procedures 
Brussels, 9-10 February 2015  
Lexxion 

Read more 

 

State Aid for Environmental and Energy Projects 

Berlin, 9-10 February 2015 

European Academy for Taxes, Economics & Law 

Read more 

 

European Funding for Research, Innovation and Competitiveness: State Aid, Procurement and Audit 
Requirements 

Brussels, 11-12 February 2015  
Lexxion 

Read more 

 

State Aid and Services of General Economic Interest (SGEI) 
Brussels, 9-10 March 2015 
Lexxion 

Read more 

 

The Role of the Market Economy Investor Principle (MEIP) | Infrastructure Funding in Compliance with 
State Aid Rules 

London, 11 March 2015 
Lexxion 

Read more 

 

Training on the New Rules on State Aid for Agriculture: Best Practices and Implementation Challenges 
Ahead 

Brussels, 23 - 24 March 2015 
Lexxion 

Read more 

 

EStALI Seminar 2015: Infrastructure Funding in Compliance with State Aid Rules 

Lake Starnberg (Munich), 9-11 April 2015 
Lexxion 

Read more 

 

State Aid for Infrastructure Projects 

Berlin, 27-28 April 2015 

European Academy for Taxes, Economics & Law 

Read more 

 

EU Funding & State Aid for Energy 

Brussels, 27-28 April 2015 

Lexxion 

Read more 

 

 

http://www.eftasurv.int/press--publications/press-releases/state-aid/nr/2410
http://www.eftasurv.int/press--publications/press-releases/state-aid/nr/2408
http://www.lexxion.eu/training/state-aid/essentials-feb2015
http://euroakad.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/dateien/seminars/State_Aid_for_Environmental_and_Energy_Projects_PR.pdf
http://www.lexxion.eu/training/eu-funds/eu-funding-for-radai-2015
http://www.lexxion.eu/training/state-aid/sgei2015
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/estal-workshop-london.html
http://www.lexxion.eu/training/state-aid/state-aid-for-agriculture
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/estali-seminar-2015.html
http://euroakad.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/dateien/seminars/State_Aid_for_Infrastructure_Projects_PR.pdf
http://www.lexxion.eu/training/state-aid/european-funding-for-energy
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Services of General Economic interest and State Aid 

Maastricht, 29-28 April 2015 

European Institute of Public Administration 

Read more 

 

State Aid Assessment and Evaluation: Towards Effective and Efficient State Aid Projects 

Brussels, 11-12 May 2015 

Lexxion 

Read more 

 

State Aid Proceedings and Litigation 

Brussels, 14-15 May 2015 

Academy of European Law 

Read more 

 

Major Projects Funded by ESI Funds 2014-2020: Cost-Benefit Analysis – State Aid Rules – Environmental 
Impact Assessment 

Berlin, 21-22 May 2015 

European Academy for Taxes, Economics & Law 

Read more 

 

Future Energy and Climate Change Policies under the New State Aid Guidelines 

Maastricht, 28-29 May 2015 

European Institute of Public Administration 

Read more 

 

5th European Summer Academy “State Aid 2015” - GBER • Notification • R&D&I • SGEI • Recovery 

Berlin, 8-10 June 2015 

European Academy for Taxes, Economics & Law 

Read more 

 

 

 

Next publication date: Thursday 12.02.2015 
 

Previous issues 
 

Subscription 

If you wish to subscribe to “State Aid Weekly e-News” and receive it in your Inbox for free, please click here. To 
unsubscribe, please use the same link, complete with your login or email address and password, confirm and on the 
next page click on "Unregister". 

Please, note that the information requested under “Change personal details” is not compulsory. In order to complete 
the subscription it is sufficient to fill in the data requested under “Add subscription”. 

 

About e-News 

This e-News is issued every week to present the latest developments in the area of State aid. It features information 
on new legislative texts and proposals, decisions of the European Commission and the Courts of the European Union 
and other state aid–related documents and events. A great deal of additional information on State aid matters is 
available on the Internet. It can be accessed through the Europa server. 

Other documents related to the cases, can be found under the link to the State aid Register. 

 

Publisher 

European Commission 

DG Competition 

Unit A-3 – State aid strategy 

Chief Editor: Nicola Pesaresi 

Editing team: Hildegard Vandromme, Rashko Dorosiev, Giorgia Imbriani, Valerie Nechelput, Christine Jacob  

Contact the publisher for comments, queries or suggestions: comp-state-aid-enews@ec.europa.eu 

 

Disclaimer 

Neither the European Commission nor any person acting on behalf of the Commission is responsible for the 
completeness, accuracy of the information and the use which might be made of the information provided in this 
document. 

 

© European Union 2015.  

 

http://seminars.eipa.eu/en/activities09/show/&tid=5705
http://www.lexxion.eu/training/state-aid/assessment-evaluation
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=b6c7dba9445d3c6d1af753387f6c20a2892ea61400368878367388&_sprache=en&_persistant_variant=/Our%20programme/Browse%20all%20events&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=124957
http://www.euroacad.eu/events/event/major-projects-funded-by-esi-funds-2014-2020-cost-benefit-analysis-state-aid-rules-environmenta.html
http://seminars.eipa.eu/en/activities09/show/&tid=5734
http://euroakad.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/dateien/conferences/European_Summer_Academy_State_Aid_2015_PR.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/newsletter/index.html
https://ec.europa.eu/coreservices/mailing/index.cfm?controller=login&action=index&serviceid=7375&CFID=96416714&CFTOKEN=62449002&jsessionid=157e8d06aab4fecb488e3835946645512723TR
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/register/
mailto:comp-state-aid-enews@ec.europa.eu
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Reproduction is authorised, provided the source is acknowledged, save where otherwise stated. Where prior 
permission must be obtained for the reproduction or use of textual and multimedia information, such permission shall 
cancel the above-mentioned general permission and shall clearly indicate any restrictions on use. 
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