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Highlights 

 

Commission extends in-depth investigation into Gibraltar corporate tax regime to include tax rulings 
practice 

The European Commission has extended the scope of an ongoing in-depth investigation opened in October 2013 to 
verify whether the new Gibraltar corporate tax regime selectively favours certain categories of companies, in breach of 
EU state aid rules (see IP/13/955). The Commission will now also examine the Gibraltar tax rulings practice. The 
extension of an in-depth investigation gives interested third parties an opportunity to submit comments on the 
measures under assessment. It does not prejudge the outcome of the investigation. 

Read more 

 
Commission opens in-depth investigation into part of public financing of Brussels public IRIS hospitals 

The European Commission has opened an in-depth investigation to ascertain whether specific deficit financing 
measures granted by the Brussels public authorities only to the public IRIS hospitals in the Brussels Capital region and 
not to private hospitals in the region, are in line with EU state aid rules. The opening of an in-depth investigation gives 
the Belgian authorities, the complainants and other interested third parties an opportunity to submit their comments. 
It does not prejudge the final outcome of the investigation. 

Read more 

 
Commission opens in-depth inquiry into measures to aid Kem One SAS in France 

The European Commission has opened an in-depth investigation into a loan and other forms of public aid in the form 
of grants, repayable advances and the like accorded by France to Kem One SAS, a chlorochemicals and PVC producer. 
The Commission will check whether the loan was awarded on market terms, as claimed by the French authorities, and 
whether the package of measures is likely to restore the business's long-term viability without causing undue 
distortion of competition within the single market. The opening of an in-depth investigation gives interested third 
parties an opportunity to submit their comments. It does not prejudge the final outcome of the investigation. 

Read more 

 
Commission takes two state aid decisions regarding German paper mill Propapier 

The European Commission has concluded after a thorough investigation that a German measure authorising 
investment aid to Propapier for the construction of a paper mill in Eisenhüttenstadt (Brandenburg, Germany) is in line 
with EU state aid rules. In particular, it has concluded that the positive effects of the aid on regional development 
outweigh its negative effects on competition. The Commission has re-assessed this case, after the annulment of its 
original decision of 2008 by the EU General Court, in light of the guidance provided by the court (case T-304/08). In a 
separate investigation, the Commission also found that a new waste water plant and surrounding infrastructure built 
by the German state do not involve state aid, as they are general infrastructure, not dedicated specifically to 
Propapier. Moreover, the wastewater treatment fees charged to Propapier cover the incremental costs and involve no 
state aid. 

Read more 

 
Commission opens in-depth investigation into proposed public financing for Volkswagen in Portugal 

The European Commission has opened an in-depth investigation to examine whether Portugal's plans to grant €36.15 
million public financing to Volkswagen Autoeuropa, a subsidiary of the Volkswagen group, for an investment project in 
the Setubal region are in line with EU state aid rules. The opening of a formal investigation gives interested third 
parties the possibility to comment on the proposed measure. It does not prejudge the outcome of the investigation. 

Read more 
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1073_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1071_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1070_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1069_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1068_en.htm
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Commission decides Nürburgring racetrack in Germany received incompatible state aid 

After an in-depth investigation, the European Commission has concluded that public support measures in favour of the 
racetrack, leisure park and hotels at Nürburgring in Germany were incompatible with EU state aid rules and gave the 
companies then owning or operating them an undue competitive advantage. The beneficiary companies are all in 
insolvency proceedings. The Commission has also found that their assets have been sold in an open and transparent 
tender at their market value. The buyer is therefore not liable to pay back the incompatible aid. 

Read more 

 
Commission orders recovery of incompatible aid from certain terrestrial digital platform operators in 
Castilla-La Mancha 

The European Commission has concluded that subsidies worth €46 million granted in the Spanish region of Castilla-La 
Mancha to finance the digitisation and extension of the terrestrial television network in remote areas were 
incompatible with EU state aid rules. The measure only benefits terrestrial digital technology, in breach of the principle 

of technological neutrality, and also discriminates between different terrestrial operators. As a result, some operators 
of terrestrial platforms received a selective advantage over their competitors and have to pay it back to the region 
Castilla-La Mancha. In June 2013 the Commission had already concluded that similar measures covering other regions 
of Spain were incompatible with EU state aid rules (see IP/13/566). 

Read more 

 
Commission adopts a package of decisions regarding public support to airports and airlines in Belgium, 

Germany, Italy and Sweden 

The European Commission has adopted seven decisions following in-depth investigations concerning public support 
granted to airports and airlines in Belgium, Germany, Italy and Sweden. In particular, the Commission has concluded 
that the airports of Zweibrücken (Germany) and Charleroi (Belgium) received state aid which was incompatible with 
EU rules and must now be recovered. In addition, the Commission has opened an in-depth investigation concerning 
state financial support granted to certain airlines flying from Bruxelles-National airport (Zaventem). The decisions are 
based on the Commission's new guidelines on state aid to airports and airlines (see IP/14/172) adopted in February 
2014 as part of its State Aid Modernisation (SAM) strategy (see IP/12/458). 

For further information on each of the decisions please see MEMO/14/544. 

Read more 

 
Statement by Vice President Almunia on State aid decisions in the aviation sector 
Read more 

 

Commission Decisions 

 

List of Commission Decisions taken during the reporting period.  

When published in the Official Journal, the link is available in the Decision webpage (see links under “Case Number”).  

The list of Commission Decisions recently published in the Official Journal is available here. 

 

Article 4(3) - decision not to raise objections 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 
date 

DG Competition 

France SA.38362 Modification du dispositif d’exonération de la taxe 
spéciale sur les conventions d’assurances des 
contrats d’assurance maladie dits « solidaires et 
responsables  

Social support to 
individual 
consumers 

29.09.2014 

Hungary SA.38478 Development of the Győr-Gönyű National Public 
Port 

Sectoral 
development 

01.10.2014 

 

Article 4(4) - decision to extend proceedings 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 
date 

DG Competition 

United 
Kingdom 

SA.34914  $ Alleged aid granted to offshore companies – 
Gibraltar Income Tax Act 2010 

 01.10.2014 

 

 

 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1067_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-566_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1066_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-172_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-458_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-544_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1065_en.htm
http://http/europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-295_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/state_aid/
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_38362
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_38478
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_34914
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Article 4(4) - decision to initiate the formal investigation procedure 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 
date 

DG Competition 

Belgium SA.19864 Financing of public hospitals of IRIS network in 
the region Brussels-Capital 

Services of general 
economic interest 

01.10.2014 

Belgium SA.38105 Subside en faveur de Brussels Airport Company 
et de compagnies aériennes opérant à l’aéroport 
de Bruxelles-National 

 01.10.2014 

France SA.38544 Dispositif exceptionnel et temporaire 
d'accompagnement des restructurations - KEM 
ONE SAS 

 01.10.2014 

Portugal SA.38831 LIP regional investment aid to Volkswagen 
(Autoeuropa Lda, Palmela). Portugal 

 01.10.2014 

Romania SA.38517 Micula v Romania (ICSID arbitration award)  01.10.2014 

 

Article 7(2) - decision does not constitute aid (after formal investigation procedure) 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 
date 

DG Competition 

Belgium SA.14093 Avantages consentis par la Région Wallonne à 
Brussels South Charleroi Airport et à la 
compagnie aérienne Ryanair 

Sectoral 
development 

01.10.2014 

Germany SA.21121 Frankfurt-Hahn airport - Alleged State aid to the 
airport and the agreement with Ryanair 

 01.10.2014 

Germany SA.26190 Saarbrücken Airport Sectoral 
development 

01.10.2014 

Germany SA.27339 Alleged State aid to Zweibrücken Airport  01.10.2014 

Germany SA.32833 Frankfurt-Hahn - Alleged State aid to the airport 
(2) 

Regional 
development 

01.10.2014 

Germany SA.36147 Alleged infrastructure aid for Propapier PM2  01.10.2014 

Italy SA.23098 Aeroporto di Alghero Regional 
development 

01.10.2014 

Sweden SA.18857 Västerås Airport   01.10.2014 

 

Article 7(3) - positive decision 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 
date 

DG Competition 

Belgium SA.14093 Avantages consentis par la Région Wallonne à 
Brussels South Charleroi Airport et à la 
compagnie aérienne Ryanair 

Sectoral 
development 

01.10.2014 

Germany SA.21121 Frankfurt-Hahn airport - Alleged State aid to the 
airport and the agreement with Ryanair 

 01.10.2014 

Germany SA.23827 Regional aid for Propapier PM2 - LIP Regional 
development 

01.10.2014 

Germany SA.26190 Saarbrücken Airport Sectoral 
development 

01.10.2014 

Germany SA.31550 Nürburgring Regional 
development 

01.10.2014 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_19864
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_38105
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_38544
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_38831
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_38517
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_14093
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_C29_2008
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_26190
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_27339
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_32833
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_36147
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_23098
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_18857
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_14093
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_C29_2008
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_23827
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_26190
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_31550
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Germany SA.32833 Frankfurt-Hahn - Alleged State aid to the airport 
(2) 

Regional 
development 

01.10.2014 

Italy SA.20867 Aid to Carbosulcis S.p.a Sectoral 
development 

01.10.2014 

 

Article 7(5) and 14(1) - negative decision with recovery 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 
date 

DG Competition 

Belgium SA.14093 Avantages consentis par la Région Wallonne à 
Brussels South Charleroi Airport et à la 
compagnie aérienne Ryanair 

Sectoral 
development 

01.10.2014 

Germany SA.27339 Alleged State aid to Zweibrücken Airport  01.10.2014 

Germany SA.31550 Nürburgring Regional 
development 

01.10.2014 

Italy SA.23098 Aeroporto di Alghero Regional 
development 

01.10.2014 

Spain SA.27408 DTT roll out in Castilla La Mancha  01.10.2014 

 

Article 8(2) - withdrawal of notification (after formal investigation procedure) 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 

date 

DG Competition 

Italy SA.33424 Integrated project CCS Sulcis Environmental 
protection 

29.09.2014 

 

Corrigendum 
 

Country 
Case 

Number 
Title Objective 

Decision 
date 

DG Competition 

Lithuania SA.38510 Regional aid map for Lithuania 2014−2020 Regional 
development 

30.09.2014 

 

Block exemptions 

 

Block Exemptions information sheets published in the State Aid register during the reporting period. 

 

Court of Justice of the European Union 

 

List of cases discussed during the reporting period, as published in the judicial calendar of the Court. 

The respective case documents are normally published on the Court website within a short interval. 

 

Country Court Case Title Type of act Date 

Denmark T-601/11 Dansk Automat Brancheforening v Commission Judgment 26.09.2014 

Denmark T-615/11 Royal Scandinavian Casino Århus v Commission Judgment 26.09.2014 

 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_32833
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_20867
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_14093
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_27339
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_31550
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_23098
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_27408
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_33424
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_38510
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm?fuseaction=dsp_result&policy_area_id=3&case_number=X%25&webpub_date_from=29/09/2014&webpub_date_to=02/10/2014
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_17661/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=T-601/11
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=T-615/11
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Additional points of interest 

 

Events 
 

European Competition Day – Changes and challenges 

The Italian Competition Authorities 

Rome, 10 October 2014 

Read more 

 

GCR Live 6th Annual Brussels: The conference about the bigger picture 

Global Competition Review 

Brussels, 12-13 November 2014 

Read more 

 

Annual Conference on European State Aid Law 2014 

ERA 

Trier, 13-14 November 2014 

Read more 

 

Annual Conference on European State Aid Law 2014 

Lexxion 

Vienna, 4-5 December 2014 

Read more 

 

Invitations to tender 
 

COMP/2014/007 – "Study on judges' training needs in the field of competition law" 

Deadline to submit tenders: 14.11.2014 
Read more 

 

 

Next publication date: Friday 10.10.2014 
 

Previous issues 
 

Subscription 

If you wish to subscribe to “State Aid Weekly e-News” and receive it every Friday in your Inbox for free, please click 
here. To unsubscribe, please use the same link, complete with your login or email address and password, confirm and 
on the next page click on "Unregister". 

Please, note that the information requested under “Change personal details” is not compulsory. In order to complete 
the subscription it is sufficient to fill in the data requested under “Add subscription”. 

 

About e-News 

This e-News is issued every week to present the latest developments in the area of State aid. It features information 
on new legislative texts and proposals, decisions of the European Commission and the Courts of the European Union 
and other state aid–related documents and events. A great deal of additional information on State aid matters is 
available on the Internet. It can be accessed through the Europa server. 

Other documents related to the cases, can be found under the link to the State aid Register. 

 

Publisher 

European Commission 

DG Competition 

Unit A-3 – State aid strategy 

Chief Editor: Nicola Pesaresi 

Editing team: Hildegard Vandromme, Valérie Boddin, Rashko Dorosiev, Giorgia Imbriani, Valerie Nechelput, Christine 
Jacob  

Contact the publisher for comments, queries or suggestions: comp-state-aid-enews@ec.europa.eu 

 

Disclaimer 

Neither the European Commission nor any person acting on behalf of the Commission is responsible for the 
completeness, accuracy of the information and the use which might be made of the information provided in this 
document. 

 

© European Union 2014.  

 

http://www.agcm.it/component/content/article/7125.html
http://globalcompetitionreview.com/events/1698/gcr-live-6th-annual-brussels-conference-bigger-picture/
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=a6361d43ca5680c98d23dde9aea512caf671e8a500339419762667&_sprache=en&_persistant_variant=/Our%20programme/Browse%20all%20events&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=124651
http://www.lexxion.de/en/verlagsprogramm-konferenzen/state-aid-law/autumn-conference-on-european-state-aid-law-2014.html
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/calls/tenders_open.html
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/newsletter/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/coreservices/mailing/index.cfm?form=register&serviceid=7375&lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/coreservices/mailing/index.cfm?form=register&serviceid=7375&lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/register/
mailto:comp-state-aid-enews@ec.europa.eu
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Reproduction is authorised, provided the source is acknowledged, save where otherwise stated. Where prior 
permission must be obtained for the reproduction or use of textual and multimedia information, such permission shall 
cancel the above-mentioned general permission and shall clearly indicate any restrictions on use. 
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