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Subject: State aid No SA.36554 – Germany – Increase in the budget in 

relation to the exemption from air transport tax as regards flights 

of people domiciled on islands and other cases 

 

Sir, 

1. PROCEDURE AND DESCRIPTION OF THE MEASURE 

(1) On 24 April 2013 Germany notified, pursuant to the Notice on simplified 

procedure1, and in particular point 5(c) thereof, an increase in the annual 

budget from EUR 120 000 to EUR 200 000 (exceeding 20%) of the 

existing aid scheme SA.32888 Exemption from air transport tax as regards 

flights of people domiciled on islands and other cases2. Other features of 

the measure remained unchanged.  

(2) A description of relevant features of the notified measure can be found in 

the summary of the notification published on the website of the 

Commission 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/cases/248462/248462_1422647_6

_1.pdf and is annexed to the present decision. 

                                                           
1
 OJ C136, 16.6.2009, p. 3. 

2
 OJ C70, 08.03.2012, p. 3. 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/cases/248462/248462_1422647_6_1.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/cases/248462/248462_1422647_6_1.pdf
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2. ASSESSMENT OF THE MEASURE 

2.1. Existence of aid within the meaning of Article 107(1) of the TFEU3 

(3) An increase in the budget of the notified measure does nothing to alter the 

conclusion of the Commission in case SA.32888, that the measure 

constitutes State aid within the meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU, as 

moreover confirmed by the notifying Member State during the notification.  

2.2. Compatibility of the aid  

(4) According to Germany, the annual budget of the scheme needs to be 

increased, because when the measure was established, the number of 

persons benefiting from the exception could only be estimated. The 

estimated amount of EUR 120 000 per annum was too low and the German 

authorities have decided to increase the budget to EUR 200 000 per annum. 

The Commission has no difficulty in concluding that there is no reason to 

depart from its previous positive compatibility assessment in State aid case 

SA.32888.  

(5) The increase in the budget to EUR 200 000 does not modify the original 

compatibility assessment regarding the approved aid measure SA.32888, 

which continues to be in line with point 24 of the Communication on the 

application of Articles 92 and 93 of the EC Treaty and Article 61 of the 

EEA Agreement to State aids in the aviation sector ("1994 Aviation 

Guidelines")
4
.  

(6) The Commission did not receive any substantiated comments from third 

parties upon publication of a summary of the notification on its website. 

3. CONCLUSION 

(7) The Commission therefore finds that the existing measure SA.32888 as 

amended by means of the measure notified in case SA.36554 is compatible 

with the internal market in accordance with Article 107(2)(a) TFEU and has 

accordingly decided not to raise objections to the notified measure. 

(8) The Commission confirms that the Member State has submitted annual 

reports in accordance with Article 4(3) of Commission Regulation (EC) N° 

794/2004. 

                                                           
3
  With effect from 1 December 2009, Articles 87 and 88 of the EC Treaty have become Articles 

107 and 108, respectively, of the TFEU. The two sets of provisions are, in substance, identical. 

For the purposes of this Decision, references to Articles 107 and 108 of the TFEU should be 

understood as references to Articles 87 and 88, respectively, of the EC Treaty where 

appropriate. 
4
  OJ C 350 of 10.12.1994, p. 5. 
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(9) The Member State has indicated in the context of the notification process 

that the summary nature of this decision implies that it does not contain any 

confidential information. 

 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

For the Commission 

 

 

Joaquín ALMUNIA 

Vice-president  

 

 

 

Annex:  

Summary of the notification based on the information provided by the Member State 

according to the standard form provided in Annex to the Notice on simplified 

procedure.  
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