
Sony's new licensing policy does not restrict the development, marketing and manufacturing activities
of the licensees. The approval rights imposed on publishers before the commercial release are non-
restrictive, and all game software will be tested either by an independent testing service or by Sony's
testing service, and only for compliance with clear, non-objectionable specifications and well-defined
criteria.

On the basis of the above, the Commission terminated the proceedings.

With the closure of this case and of the previous cases concerning Sega and Nintendo, 23 the
Commission has satisfied itself that all three significant video game console suppliers license their
technology in accordance with the competition rules. As a result, competitive structures across the
market have been significantly improved, to the benefit of independent developers of video games and
of European consumers.

Danish Tennis Federation (DTF)

The Commission has approved the sponsorship agreements between the Danish Tennis Federation and
its tennis ball suppliers.

On 26 March the Commission informed the DTF that its sponsorship agreements with tennis ball
suppliers no longer raised competition problems. 24 This is the first time the Commission has come to a
formal conclusion on the contents of a sponsorship contract for sports goods.

Approval follows agreement by the DTF to amend its contracts along the lines suggested by the
Commission. An Article 19(3) notice was published in the Official Journal on 9 May 1996 (OJ C 138),
in which the Commission announced that it intended to grant negative clearance.

The DTF has agreed to call for tenders every two years to choose a sponsor. Selection will be
transparent, open and non-discriminatory. The selected sponsor will be granted the denomination
ªsponsor of the DTFº (but not ªofficialº) and will be the only tennis ball supplier of the DTF for a two-
year period. In exchange, it will supply a quantity of balls at a preferential price.

In the past, exclusivity contracts were granted unilaterally by the DTF and balls obtained outside the
official network Ð by means of parallel imports Ð could not be used. This is no longer the case. In
addition, denominations such as `official ball' or `official sponsor', which may mislead consumers, have
been abolished.

SICASOV

On 14 December the Commission adopted a decision 25 exempting, pursuant to Article 81(3) of the
EC Treaty, standard agreements covering the production and sale of seeds protected by plant variety
rights in France. These agreements are concluded between Sicasov (SocieÂ teÂ CoopeÂrative d'InteÂreÃ t
Collectif Agricole Anonyme aÁ Capital Variable, Paris) and multipliers. Sicasov groups together the
breeders of plant varieties protected in France, and its role is to manage plant varieties entrusted to it

23 1997 Competition Report, point 80.
24 See press release IP/98/355 published on 15 April 1998.
25 OJ L 4 of 8.1.1999
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