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Neelie KROES 

 

European Commissioner for 

Competition 
 

 

 

Neelie Kroes was born in Rotterdam, Zuid-Holland. 

In 1971 she was elected to the lower house of parliament where she became spokesperson 

for education. She remained a member of parliament until 1977, when she became junior 

minister responsible for Postal and Telephone Services and Transportation. In 1981 she 

briefly returned to the lower house of parliament, while her party, VVD, was in the 

opposition. In 1982 she returned to office and served as the minister for Transportation and 

Water Management until 1989. As a minister she was responsible for the privatization of the 

Post and Telephone Services. 

After her time as minister, Ms Kroes became a member of the Rotterdam Chamber of 

Commerce and served as a board member for a number of Dutch and international 

companies.  

In 1991 she became chairperson of Nyenrode University, a private business school.  

In 2004 Neelie Kroes was appointed European Commissioner for Competition. For more 

information, please see http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/kroes/profile_en.html. 



 

 

 

Philip Lowe  

European Commission 

Director General for 

Competition 

 

 

Philip Lowe was born in Leeds in 1947. He read Politics, Philosophy and Economics at St 

John's College, Oxford and has an M. Sc. from London Business School. Following a period in 

the manufacturing industry, he joined the European Commission in 1973, and held a range 

of senior posts as Chef de Cabinet and Director in the fields of regional development, 

agriculture, transport and administration, before becoming Director General of the 

Development DG in 1997. 

He took up his current appointment as Director General of the Competition DG in September 

2002.  



 

 

 

Dr Žiga TURK 

Minister, responsible for coordination 

and monitoring of the implementation 

of Slovenia's Development Strategy 

and the economic and social reforms 
 

 

Žiga Turk (Ljubljana, 1962) holds a PhD in technical sciences, an MSc in computer science, 

and a BSc in civil engineering. Before taking office he had an internationally recognized 

career as a scholar - a professor for construction informatics at the Faculty of Civil and 

Geodetic Engineering at the University of Ljubljana. During his academic career he was 

guest lecturer or professor in Sweden, Croatia and Turkey. He is the co-founder and co-

editor of the international scientific magazine 'ITcon' and author of well over a hundred 

scientific papers. He has been participating in European research programs since 1994, and 

has coordinated two projects worth several million euros. He reviews national research 

projects and scientific articles for several international scientific journals and sits on the 

committees of most international events in his field. 

In Slovenia the wider public knows him from the 1980s as the initiator and expert editor of 

the magazine on microcomputers 'Moj mikro'. He was one of the pioneers in introducing the 

internet to Slovenia, and developed several Web applications which have earned him 

international acclaim. He was chairman of the supervisory board of few companies, including 

the Telecom Slovenia and Mobitel. 

Dr Žiga Turk has collaborated in the drafting of National Research and Development 

Programme for 2006-2010 and the Strategy of target research projects. He was a member 

of the group for tax reform with the Reform Committee, a member of the Scientific Council 

at the Slovenia Research Agency and Vice-President of the Strategic Council for Culture, 

Education and Science. He was appointed minister in March 2007. 

 



 

 

Caio KOCH-WESER 

 

Vice Chairman,  

Deutsche Bank Group 

 

 

Mr Caio Koch-Weser is Vice Chairman of Deutsche Bank Group (since 2006) with global 

responsibilities for strategy; government, regulatory and corporate advisory; and co-ordination 

and implementation of group-wide business initiatives.  

He was appointed as German Deputy Minister of Finance (State Secretary) in 1999, a position he 

held until November 2005. His responsibilities included international finance (G-7 Deputy), 

European economic and financial affairs, as well as capital markets, banking and insurance. From 

2003-2005, Mr. Koch-Weser held the position of Chairman of the EU's Economic and Financial 

Committee, a committee of treasury directors and deputy central bankers that prepares EU 

ministerial meetings. He was also Chairman of the Supervisory Board of German Banking and 

Securities Supervisory Agency (BaFin). 

From 1973 until 1999, Mr. Koch-Weser held a number of high-level positions in the World Bank in 

Washington, notably as Division Chief for the China Program (1980-86), Director for West Africa 

(1986-1990), Deputy Treasurer and Director Treasury Operations (1990-91), Regional Vice 

President for Middle East and North Africa (1991-95), and Managing Director Operations and 

Member of the Executive Committee (1996-1999). 

Other current activities include being a Trustee of the Peterson Institute of International 

Economics in Washington; a Board member of BRUEGEL (Brussels European and Global Economic 

Laboratory); a member of the Board of TERI (The Energy and Resources Institute) in India; a 

member of the Board of CER (Centre for European Reform) in London; and a member of the 

Advisory Board of SACE (Italian Export Credit Agency). He is also Adjunct Professor at the 

Guanghua School of Management at Beijing University. 

Mr Koch-Weser studied economics in Germany. He is a German and Brazilian national, born in 

Brazil. He is married with three children. 



 

 

 

Jean-Pascal TRICOIRE 

 

President and CEO, 

Schneider Electric 

 

 

Jean- Pascal Tricoire was named Chief Operating Officer of Schneider Electric in October 

2003. In May 2006, the Supervisory Board appointed him Chairman of the Management 

Board & Chief Executive Officer. 

 

His past work experience includes missions at Alcatel, Schlumberger and St Gobain in 1985 

and 1986. He joined Merlin Gerin (today Schneider Electric) in 1986 to develop a partnership 

with a German company. From 1988 to 1999, he held operating positions at Schneider 

Electric in Italy (five years), China (five years) and South Africa (one year). From 1999 to 

2001, he served in corporate functions as head of Schneider Electric's Global Strategic 

Accounts and of the Schneider 2000+ program. From January 2002 to end of 2003, Jean-

Pascal Tricoire was Executive Vice-President of the International Division. 

 

Jean-Pascal holds a degree in Electronic Engineering from ESEO in Angers, France, and an 

MBA from the CESMA Business School in Lyon, France. 
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Lars G. JOSEFSSON 

President and CEO,   

Vattenfall 

 

 

Lars G Josefsson became President and CEO of Vattenfall in August 2000. Since his 

appointment, Vattenfall has established itself as a dynamic northern European energy group, 

with a strong presence in Germany and Poland as well as Sweden.  

Before joining Vattenfall, Josefsson worked for Ericsson in a number of executive capacities, 

including a four-year period in charge of operations in Austria. From 1997 he was President 

and CEO of Celsius, which he led until 2000 when Celsius became part of the Saab Group.  

Josefsson was born on 29 October 1950 in Ulricehamn, Sweden. He graduated in 1973 with 

a degree in technical physics from Chalmers Institute of Technology. After his National 

Service in the Signal Corps, he began a professional career in 1974 as a systems engineer at 

the Defence Electronics Division of what was then LM Ericsson. Here, after a number of 

executive posts, he was appointed President of Chemtronics in 1984. At Ericsson Radio 

Systems, he became head of the Radar Section in 1985. In 1987 he took over as Vice 

President and head of the Surface Sensor Division. He attended several courses at the 

Ericsson Management Institute, and his executive training also includes a Program for 

Executive Development at IMD (International Institute for Management Development) in 

Lausanne, Switzerland in 1986. His background, combined with his excellent knowledge of 

German, facilitated his appointment as President of Schrack Telecom AG in Vienna, Austria. 

The company was later renamed Ericsson Schrack AG (in 1994) and Ericsson Austria (in 



1996). In 1997 Josefsson was recruited for the post of President of Celsius AB, in which the 

Swedish State then held a 25 per cent stake. With the defence market shrinking, a certain 

amount of restructuring took place, including the merger of the submarine and surface ship 

operations with the German HDW, the merger of Bofors artillery operations with American 

United Defence, and the formation of a Nordic ammunition and explosives unit.  

Finally, the Celsius Group was acquired by the Saab Group, after which Josefsson became 

President of Vattenfall AB. In addition to his duties as CEO of Vattenfall, he is a member of 

the supervisory board of Böhler-Uddeholm AG of Vienna, Austria and of Eskom Holdings Ltd 

of Johannesburg, South Africa. In April 2004 he was elected President of the German-

Swedish Chamber of Commerce.  

In December 2006 the German Chancellor Angela Merkel named him as one of her 

government advisors on international climate protection issues. From April 2007 Josefsson is 

a member of the commission for sustainable development in the Swedish government. He is 

the holder of several patents in the field of radar technology, and has been a member of the 

Royal Swedish Military Academy since 1988 and the Royal Swedish Society of Naval Sciences 

since 1998. Lars G Josefsson is married and has four children. His leisure interests are 

tennis, skiing and hunting. 



 

 

 

Ben VERWAAYEN 

CEO, BT 
Chairman, CBI Task Force on Climate 

Change  

 
 

 

Ben Verwaayen joined BT on 14 January 2002 as Chief Executive.  

Ben was born in February 1952. He is a Dutch national and graduated with a Master's 

degree in law and international politics from the State University of Utrecht, Holland.  

 

Before joining BT Group, Ben had been with Lucent Technologies Inc since 1997.  His 

position on leaving was Vice Chairman of the Management Board.  Before this, Ben was 

Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, and before this, Executive Vice 

President, International. 

 

Prior to Lucent, Ben was with Koninklijke PTT Nederland or KPN as it is more commonly 

known.  From 1988 to 1997, Ben was President and Managing Director of KPN's PTT 

Telecom.  

 

From 1996 to mid-1997, Ben was Chairman of the Unisource European venture with Telia, 

Swisscom and Telefonica, and Chairman of AT&T/Unisource. 

 

Between 1975 and 1988, Ben was with ITT Nederland BV.  He had become General Manager 

after enjoying a series of positions in business development, HR and public relations. 

 

Ben became a Non-Executive Director of UPS in 2005. 

 

In 2006 he Chaired a CBI Task Force on Climate Change, leading a group of CEOs from 

some of the UK’s biggest companies. The Task Force will agree a plan of action to reduce the 

carbon emissions of British business. 



 

 

 

Nick MABEY 

CEO, E3G 

 

 

Nick Mabey is Chief Executive and a founder director of E3G (Third Generation 

Environmentalism) a non-profit European organisation dedicated to accelerating the 

transition to sustainable development. Nick leads E3G’s work on European climate change 

policy, Europe’s external role, new approaches to foreign policy, the security implications of 

climate change, and the development of innovative decision making tools.  

 

Nick was previously a senior advisor in the UK Prime Minister’s Strategy Unit leading work on 

national and international policy areas, including: energy, climate change, fisheries, 

countries at risk of instability and organised crime. Nick was previously employed in the UK 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office’s Environment Policy Department, and was the FCO lead 

for the Johannesburg Summit in 2002 where he established international partnerships on 

clean energy (www.REEEP.org), tourism (www.tourismfoundation.org) and environmental 

democracy (www.pp10.org). 

 

Before he joined government Nick was Head of Economics and Development at WWF-UK. He 

came to WWF from research at London Business School on the economics of climate change, 

which he published as the book “Argument in the Greenhouse”. This followed a period in the 

UK electricity industry working as a negotiator for PowerGen and an engineer for GEC-

Alsthom. Nick trained as a mechanical engineer at Bristol University and holds a masters 

degree in Technology and Policy from MIT where he specialised in energy systems analysis. 

 

Among other appointments Nick is currently vice-chair of the East-West Institute’s 

International Task Force on Preventive Diplomacy, a member of the UK Green Fiscal 

Commission, the UK Ecotowns Challenge Panel and the Advisory Committee for the Energy, 

Environment and Development programme at Chatham House.  



 

 

 

Andrea BENASSI 

 

Secretary General, UEAPME 
 

 

Andrea Benassi was unanimously elected as new Secretary General by the UEAPME General 

Assembly on 8 November 2007. 

He previously served as Director for European Integration and Foreign Markets at the Italian 

crafts’ organisation Confartigianato, a position he occupied since October 2005. He also 

served as Director of Confartigianato’s Brussels office from October 2001 to September 2005 

and as Head of Confartigianato’s Office for International and EU Relations from June 1999 to 

September 2001. 

A member of the Advisory group for Internationalisation at the Italian Ministry for 

International Trade and a Development Cooperation SME Expert at the Italian Foreign Office, 

Mr Benassi also sits as expert in a number of Committees and Technical Groups at UN and 

EC level. Mr Benassi holds a degree in Economics from Rome University “La Sapienza” and 

an MBA from the STET - Reiss Romoli School. 



 

 

 

Graham BRANTON 

Responsible for UK State aid 

policy, UK Department 

Business, Enterprise and 

Regulatory Reform (BERR) 

 

Graham Branton graduated in law from the London School of Economics in 1984 and 

completed a Masters equivalent in European Law from the Universite Libre de Bruxelles in 

1985. 

After three years working in the Brussels legal practice of Stanbrook and Hooper he spent two 

years at the KPMG EC Centre leading projects assessing the impact on business of the 

European Single Market programme 

In 1990 he joined Deloitte & Touche Europe Services helping to assess the business impact of 

regulatory change in Central and Eastern Europe and advising on EU developments. He 

became Director of regulatory affairs and European law, leading a multi-disciplinary team of 

14 lawyers and consultants. He led a number of consultancy projects for the European 

Commission, including several independent evaluations of Commission projects and 

programmes. 

In 2001 he entered the UK Department of Trade and Industry (now Department for Business, 

Enterprise and Regulatory Reform), working on State aid policy and offering assistance across 

the UK public sector on State aid compliance and management of risk. He then worked for two 

years promoting the UK pharmaceuticals and biotechnology industry before rejoining the 

Competition and Consumer Policy Directorate in 2005 as Director, Europe and International. 

He is currently responsible for UK State aid policy and managing EU and international aspects 

of both competition and consumer policy. He is a member of the bureau of the OECD 

consumer policy committee, project leader for the latest EU-funded State aid twinning project 

in Romania and has recently led UK policy work on the implications of  Sovereign Wealth Fund 

developments for foreign investment regulation.  



 

 

 

Dr. Dörte Annemarie 

FOUQUET 

Partner of Kuhbier, Law-firm 
 

 

 

 

Dr. Dörte Annemarie Fouquet, born in 1957, is partner of Kuhbier. law firm and German 

lawyer in Brussels.  

During her professional career Mrs Fouquet specialised in various legal aspects of energy, 

environmental, competition and administrative law. Her major focus in counselling is on 

issues in the field of Energy Law, especially in relation to Renewable Energies and Energy 

Efficiency, especially in the context of subsidies to the energy sector and the achievement of 

a level playing field for independent power producers.  

 

She also works in the area of industrial environmental legislation especially in new EU 

Member States, Central and Eastern Europe and the Mediterranean. including the realistic 

planning towards approximation of EU legislation, enforcement and application.  

Since 2000 she represents the interests of EREF, the European Renewable Energies 

Federation.   

 

Before she became an independent European lawyer, Dr. Fouquet had a longstanding career 

as administrative lawyer in the field of energy and environment in the German state City of 

Hamburg.  

She is German national, married and has one child.  



 

 

 

Claude TURMES 

 

Member of the European 

Parliament 
 

 

 

Claude Turmes has been an MEP in the Green/EFA Group in the European Parliament since 

1999, and a Vice-President of the group since 2002.  

 

He is responsible for the coordination of energy policy within the group and he was 

Parliament's rapporteur on the second directive on the liberalisation of the energy market. 

He has also launched the concept of "Energy Intelligent Europe" with the aim of promoting 

European initiatives in the area of energy efficiency along with the establishment of a 

European Agency for energy efficiency.  

 

Currently, he is rapporteur on the Renewable Energy Directive and member of the 

temporary committee on climate change of the European Parliament. 



 

 

 

Dr Nick CAMPBELL 
 

Environment Manager – 

Fluorinated Products 

ARKEMA SA 
 

 

 

Nick has spent 20 years working primarily on the ozone issue and climate change. He works 

for ARKEMA SA, based in Paris, as the Environment Manager for the Fluorinated Products 

Division. 

 

Nick is Chairman of the BUSINESSEUROPE Climate Change Working group, representing EU 

Employers’ federations as well as the Chairman of the International Chamber of Commerce 

(ICC) Working Party on Climate Change. He is chairman of the European Fluorocarbon 

Technical Committee (EFCTC) that represents the producers of fluorocarbons in the EU and 

the European Chemical Industry Council (CEFIC) Climate Change Policy Instruments Team. 



 

 

 

Rod CHRISTIE 
 

CEO, GE Energy 
 

 

 

Rod Christie is the CEO GE Energy in the region of Central & Eastern Europe, Russia and 

CIS. In his current role, Rod Christie assumes operational responsibility for GE Energy’s 

entire range of products and services in this new region. 

 

Rod, a graduate of Mechanical Engineering, joined Scottish Hydro Electric in 1984, holding 

positions of increasing responsibility in power plant engineering and management. In 1994 

Rod was instrumental in establishing a project based on the first GE 9F’s to be used in 

combined cycle.  In 1999 he joined GE Energy Services with responsibility for the 

Contractual Services business covering Europe, Africa, India and the Middle East, before 

becoming General Manager, Energy Services Europe.  In September 2004 Rod moved to his 

current position and is responsible for GE Energy’s operations in Central & Eastern Europe, 

Russia and CIS.  



 

  

Sanjeev Kumar 

 

WWF European Policy Office  
 

 

 

 

 

Sanjeev has worked across the depth and breadth of the global energy sector firstly with the 

Energy Institute in the UK and now with the WWF European Policy Office in Brussels. He has 

been involved in high-level cross-cutting global policy and engineering issues which are 

integral to emissions trading, oil & gas, renewables, coal, carbon management and energy 

efficiency sectors.  

 

Sanjeev is responsible for coordinating WWF’s activities on the EU Emissions Trading 

Scheme (EU ETS). He is also actively engaged in the progress of carbon capture and storage 

(CCS) discussions.  

 

He read History at Queen Mary University and completed a postgraduate certificate in 

Energy, Technology and Economics at City University, London. 



 

 

 

Jeremy RIFKIN 

 

President, Foundation on 

Economic Trends 
 

 

 

Jeremy Rifkin is president of the Foundation on Economic Trends and the author of 

seventeen best-selling books on the impact of scientific and technological changes on the 

economy, the workforce, society, and the environment. His books have been translated into 

more than thirty languages and are used in hundreds of universities, corporations and 

government agencies around the world.  His most recent books include The Hydrogen 

Economy, The European Dream, The End of Work, The Age of Access, and The Biotech 

Century. 

 

Jeremy Rifkin serves as an advisor to the European Union on issues related to the economy, 

climate change, energy security, and sustainable development.  He is currently advising the 

Prime Minister of Slovenia, Janez Janša, during his presidency of the European Union 

(January to July 2008).  Mr. Rifkin served as an advisor to the Federal Republic of Germany 

during Chancellor Angela Merkel’s presidency of the European Union (January to July 2007).  

Mr. Rifkin also served as an advisor to the Prime Minister of Portugal, Jose Socrates, during 

his presidency of the European Union (July to December 2007).  Mr. Rifkin currently serves 

as an advisor to the European Commission, the European Parliament, and several EU heads 

of state, including President Jose Rodriguez Zapatero of Spain and Prime Minister Romano 

Prodi of Italy.   

 

 

Rifkin has been influential in shaping public policy in the United States and around the world. 

He has testified before numerous congressional committees and has had consistent success 



in litigation to ensure responsible government policies on a variety of environmental, 

scientific and technology related issues.  

He has been a frequent guest on numerous television programs, including Face the Nation, 

The Lehrer News Hour, 20/20, Larry King Live, Today, and Good Morning America. The 

National Journal named Rifkin as one of 150 people in the U.S. that have the most influence 

in shaping federal government policy. 

 

 

Mr. Rifkin has been a fellow at the Wharton School's Executive Education Program since 

1994, where he lectures to CEOs and senior corporate management from around the world 

on new trends in science and technology and their impacts on the global economy, society 

and the environment.  

 

 

Mr. Rifkin holds a degree in economics from the Wharton School of the University of 

Pennsylvania, and a degree in international affairs from the Fletcher School of Law and 

Diplomacy at Tufts University. Rifkin speaks frequently before government, business, labor 

and civic forums. He has lectured at hundreds of the world’s leading corporations as well as 

more than 200 universities in some 30 countries in the past 30 years.  

Mr. Rifkin is the founder and president of The Foundation on Economic Trends 

(www.foet.org) in Washington, DC. The Foundation examines the economic, environmental, 

social and cultural impacts of new technologies introduced into the global economy. 




