
The European Competition Day in Madrid 26 February 2002

Ansgar HELD, Directorate-General Competition, unit A-1

The fifth European Competition Day took place on
26 February in Madrid. Main topics of the confer-
ence attended by about 250 participants were the
application of competition rules in the area of tele-
communication and sport broadcasting rights. The
conference was opened by a series of speeches
under the heading ‘Competition and the
consumer’. Minister of Economics Rodrigo Rato
underlined the importance of further liberalisation.
Commissioner Mario Monti focussed on the
specific benefits of competition policy for
consumers, using examples of recent activity.
MEP José Manuel Garcia-Margallo, vice-
chairman of the European Parliament's Economic
and Monetary Affairs Committee, pointed to the
importance the Committee is attaching to competi-
tion policy in favour of the consumer. Mr Luis de
Guindos, Head of the Spanish competition
authority, referred to Spain's efforts to liberalise
markets and to privatise.

Panel 1 on ‘Competition and the New Economy’
brought together telecommunication representa-
tives of the incumbent Telefonica (CEO Julio
Linares) and of a newcomer Retevision (Josep
Canós), of economic research (Chairman Jordi
Gual and David Evans) and of DG Competition
(Pierre Buigues). Mr Linares pointed out that
Telefonica has cut prices during the last years by
33%. He was mainly concerned about slow growth
in land line business. Focus of the other statements

and the discussion was on slow progress in
unbundling of the local loop (ULL). Mr Buigues
insisted that this would be an important market
which can only be opened, to the benefit of all
consumers, by imposing rules on the right of
access and on transparent and non discriminatory
pricing by the incumbent. Mr Evans suggested
that, given the dynamics of e-commerce, market
shares of companies would not be an appropriate
parameter. Mr Buigues insisted the violation of
competition rules would have the same effects as
in ‘traditional’ business and had to be treated like-
wise.

Panel 2 addressed broadcasting rights in sport and
was chaired by the President of the Spanish
Consumers Council, Francisco Javier Angelina.
Panel members were MEP Luis Berenguer,
Giovanni Calabró of the Italian competition
authority, and Alexander Schaub. MEP Luis
Berenguer outlined the economic and legal aspects
and suggested that the Commission adopts a block
exemption for the marketing of broadcasting
rights. Mr Calabró presented the Telepiu case. Mr
Schaub gave an overview on the competition
aspects of the issue and the effects of different
constellations for the consumer.

The conference was closed with remarks by Mr
Gonzalo Solana, President of the Court for
Competition Defence.
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