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Introduction

The increasing internationalization of our econo-
mies creates very important challenges for anti-
trust authorities around the world; the response to
these challenges has been the development of
bilateral cooperation with the competition authori-
ties of the EU’s major trading partners through
different types of agreements, including regional
ones (e.g. Mercosur).

There are over 90 countries today that have
enacted some form of competition law regime,
many of which have only been introduced during
the past decade – and more countries are in the
process of adopting competition rules. Given the
ever-increasing integration of the world economy,
and the consequent growing inter-dependence of
national and regional economies, there is a clear
need to go beyond bilateralism and to reinforce
multilateral efforts to ensure convergence and
coordination between the growing number of
competition enforcement systems.

Given the need for enhanced governance mecha-
nisms, many officials from competition authorities
have voiced their support for the creation of a new
and informal vehicle that will enable antitrust
agencies in all parts of the world to work together
in order to improve international antitrust coopera-
tion and sound antitrust enforcement, in an attempt
to forge as broad a world-wide consensus as
possible.

As a result of the above discussions and practical
efforts, the creation of an International Competi-
tion Network (ICN) was announced publicly on
Thursday 25 October in New York, USA. (1)
National Competition Authorities (NCAs) of EU
Member States have been involved in this project
since the beginning at a high level.

It is important to stress that it is the first time that
so many competition authorities take an autono-
mous initiative designed to enable them to share
experiences and exchange views on competition
issues deriving from an ever-increasing globalisa-
tion of the world economy.

Mission and Activities of ICN

ICN will be a project-oriented, consensus-based,
informal network of antitrust agencies from devel-
oped and developing countries that will address
antitrust enforcement and policy issues of
common interest and formulate proposals for
procedural and substantive convergence through a
results-oriented agenda and structure. It will
encourage the dissemination of antitrust experi-
ence and best practices, promote the advocacy role
of antitrust agencies and seek to facilitate interna-
tional cooperation.

Membership and organization

Any national or regional competition agency respon-
sible for the enforcement of antitrust laws may
become a member of the ICN. The network will also
actively seek advice and contributions from the
private sector and various non-governmental organi-
zations, and will cooperate closely with the
following types of entities: international organiza-
tions, such as OECD, WTO, and UNCTAD, industry
and consumer associations, practitioners of antitrust
law and/or economics and members of the academic
community. In particular, ICN will seek input from
these non-governmental advisers, who are not
members of the Network but who will provide
support in terms of identifying projects. ICN may
also request that certain non-governmental advisers
participate in working groups for designated projects
and contribute papers or participate in hearings
related to ICN projects.

As regards its organization, ICN is intended as a
virtual structure without any permanent secre-
tariat, flexibly organized around its projects,
guided by a steering group which will identify
projects and devise work plans for approval of the
ICN as a whole. The authority hosting the annual
conference will cover for a year logistic and secre-
tarial costs related to its organization.

Conferences and Meetings

There will be one ICN conference per year. The
Conference will bring together heads of antitrust
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(1) All available information on ICN activities can be consulted on-line at the new ICN website at
http://www.internationalcompetitionnetwork.org



agencies to commission new projects and review
the progress and recommendations of current
projects. The conferences will provide a structured
dialogue by focusing on a limited number of
projects selected sufficiently in advance by ICN to
permit meaningful participation by all members.

The ICN will concentrate its efforts on interna-
tional antitrust issues that are difficult yet capable
of resolution. Initially, the ICN will work on two
important issues in antitrust: the merger control
process in the multi-jurisdictional context and the
competition advocacy role of antitrust agencies.
This agenda will be later opened up to include
issues of particular relevance to transition and
developing economies.

The first official ICN conference will be hosted by
the Italian Antitrust Authority in Naples 28-29
September 2002. Thereafter, annual conferences
will be held in the following countries, in this
order: Mexico (2003); Korea (2004); Germany
(2005); and South Africa (2006).

Link with WTO and OECD Global
Forum

The community’s objectives in the WTO in the
area of Trade and Competition are currently aimed
at putting in place a set of basic systemic guaran-
tees coupled with certain minimum substantive
requirements, principally the prohibition of hard-
core cartels. The Doha WTO Ministerial recently
confirmed that negotiations on these issues will
take place after the next session of the Ministerial
Conference. ICN is much more a venue designed
to spread competition culture amongst competi-
tion agencies in all parts of the world. ICN is there-
fore not an alternative to the WTO efforts and the
two avenues should be regarded as complementary
and should be pursued in parallel in order to be
mutually reinforcing in achieving competition
policy objectives.

Similarly, there is a need and a role for both the
ICN as well as the newly launched Global Compe-
tition Forum, OECD’s project for reaching-out and
engaging in dialogue economies that are not
members of the Paris based organisation. The two
groups will work closely with one another and will
be partners. ICN, however, will be open to all
national and regional competition agencies and
will focus on a select number of narrowly defined
issues that it will seek to resolve in a relatively
short period of time. In contrast, the OECD’s
Global Competition Forum will bring a limited
number of developed and developing countries
together to share experiences on a broad range of
antitrust subjects.

Conclusion

The ICN complements the EU’s efforts both
within the framework of the existing bilateral
agreements as well as in the multilateral level and
in different fora (WTO, OECD, UNCTAD), to
enhance cooperation in the area of competition and
to provide technical assistance to emerging juris-
dictions that seek now to build their knowledge
base, experience and institutional capacity needed
to enforce domestic competition rules and nego-
tiate multilateral ones.

The ICN will be a much valued and useful cooper-
ation project, particularly since experience shows
that it takes a long time for competition authorities
to be fully operational. Undoubtedly the adoption
of a competition law is a good starting point, but
this law needs to be complemented by reliable
public enforcement. This informal initiative of
antitrust agencies around the world will better
harness globalization and will put in place much
needed governance mechanisms for the global
markets.

International cooperation
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