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European Competition Day  Madrid

The fifth European Competition Day takes place on 26 February in Madrid.

The main topics are

• Telecommunications: access to the local loop and the internet

• Sport broadcasting rights

• Competition and consumers

The conference will be hosted and organised by the Spanish competition authority in collaboration with
DG Competition. There will be opening statements by the Spanish Minister of Economic Affairs,
Mr Rato, Commissioner Monti and the chairman of the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee of
the European Parliament, Mrs Randzio-Plath.

Further information may be obtained on the website of the Spanish presidency (www.ue2002.es) – see
the calendar.
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European Competition Day

European Competition Day, Antwerpen, 11.10.2001 – Competition
and the Consumer – The case of Pharmaceutical Products

Ansgar HELD, Directorate-General Competition, unit A-1

1. The fourth European Competition Day took
place on 11 October 2001 in Antwerpen. It
focused on the theme: Competition and the
Consumer – The case of Pharmaceutical Prod-
ucts. The approximately 200 participants of the
conference organised by the Belgian Ministry
of Economic Affairs were composed of
lawyers, industry and consumer representa-
tives, some University teachers, officials of
different Belgian institutions and of the compe-
tition authorities of several Member States. The
conference, which was chaired by Koen
Lenaerts, Judge at the Court of First Instance,
was opened with statements of Minister Charles
Picqué, Commissioner Mario Monti and MEP
Christa Randzio-Plath.

2. Minister Picqué underlined the important
role of competition. The specific feature of the
conference theme is the tension between the two
objectives to ensure a high level of public health
and to maintain at the same time an appropriate
level of competition.

Commissioner Monti demonstrated the benefi-
cial effects of competition policy on the
consumers with the example of the car cases,
the investigation into Euro currency conversion
bank charges and into the Belgian beer cartel.
Concerning pharmaceuticals, the Commis-
sion’s focus would be on obstacles to parallel
trade and to abusive extension of the duration of
patent rights.

Mrs Randzio-Plath also very much supported
competition in general but regretted that in the
pharmaceutical sector consumers are not price
sensitive. Parallel trade could be enhanced by
internet trade. This would require that some
Member States lift their ban on this form of
trade in pharmaceuticals. In her view health
policy would not be sustainable without generic
products. Wrong developments in the area of
patent protection should be countered.

3. The subsequent discussion panel was
composed of François Bouvy, of the European

Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries, Jean-
Philippe Ducart of Test-Achats, Luc Valade of
the French competition authority and Luc
Gyselen of DG Competition. Mr Bouvy under-
lined the importance of R&D and the burden of
regulation and price control in Europe and criti-
cised the ‘parallel import’ approach of the
Commission. Mr Ducart and Mr Valade
stressed the tendency of industry and doctors
(advised by industry) to prescribe too many and
too costly products and proposed to increase the
use of generics. Mr Gyselen defended the
Commission’s position regarding parallel
import and referred to decisions of the Commis-
sion to defend competition.

The subsequent discussion within the panel and
with the floor addressed issues like the need to
safeguard necessary incentive for industry to
invest in R&D, parallel import from third coun-
tries and the need for price harmonisation.

4. In his concluding remark, Jean-François
Pons, Deputy Director General of DG Competi-
tion, underlined the remarkable coherence of
the Statements of the three EU institutions at the
beginning of the conference. All were in favour
of a strong competition policy benefiting the
consumer, and of the project of modernisation.
He also underlined that, despite disagreement
between the participants of the second
roundtable, there were also some convergence:
the specificity of the sector (health, R&D), the
interest in the increase of generics and in more
responsibility for the consumer (preferably
through their associations), and more generally
a common wish of more European harmonisa-
tion.

5. In conclusion, the competition day left
participants largely satisfied. Even if the public
was mostly composed of representatives of
industry and lawyers, the meeting contributed
also to raise the awareness of the consumers’
representatives about the interest of an increase
of competition in this sector.




