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SECTION 1.2 
 

Description of the concentration 
 
 
On 6thJuly 2011, UNIPAPEL S.A. made a binding offer to DS SMITH PLC for the purchase of 
its European office supplies wholesaling business, which comprises SPICERS‟ business units in 
Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, the Netherlands, Ireland and the United Kingdom. 
Simultaneously, UNIPAPEL received a binding offer from BECAP SPV LIMITED to acquire the 
SPICERS business units in the United Kingdom and Ireland. Therefore, UNIPAPEL would retain 
only the SPICERS business units in Continental Europe (“SPICERS CE”).  
 
UNIPAPEL is a Spanish group active in the traditional wholesale of office supplies, including all 
consumables and durables required in an office, except for computers. Some of these products are 
manufactured by UNIPAPEL (in particular, envelopes, filing products and notepads), and some 
others are acquired from third parties. Besides, since the acquisition of ADIMPO Group in 2009, 
UNIPAPEL is also active in the wholesale distribution of IT products (mainly, printing 
consumables), with a significant presence in Spain, France, Germany and Italy.  
 
SPICERS CE is exclusively active in the traditional wholesale of office supplies in Belgium, 
France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands and Spain.  
 
The Proposed Transaction does not meet the thresholds of the EC Merger Regulation. However, 
the Proposed Transaction does meet the thresholds for obligatory notification in France, 
Germany, Italy and, possibly (according to the market definition) in Spain.  
 
On 16 September 2011, UNIPAPEL formally submitted a Reasoned Submission to the European 
Commission, requesting the referral of the case pursuant to Article 4(5) of the EC Merger 
Regulation.  
 
On October 11th, 2011, UNIPAPEL received confirmation by the European Commission that no 
national competition authority in the aforementioned Members States has expressed its 
disagreement to the referral of the case.  
 
Therefore, the Proposed Transaction is considered to have Community dimension and, 
consequently, the European Commission is competent to have knowledge thereof.  
 


