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• Ireland: New Competition Bill before Parliament
A Bill which will make significant amendments to Irish competition law is now making its way through 
Parliament. The Bill is in its final stages of being passed by the Parliament and is expected to become law 
before the Summer. 

The Competition Authority’s enforcement powers will be increased as a result of this Bill when it is enacted. 
One of the main novelties is that the resolution of competition problems by commitments offered by 
undertakings can be made binding and enforceable in civil law, by applying for the commitments to be 
a rule of court. A violation of commitments would hence become punishable as a contempt of court 
offence. Such is deemed helpful particularly in cases concerning abuse of dominance that are resolved by 
commitments. 

In relation to matters tried before the civil courts, such as unilateral conduct or non-criminal cartel 
infringements, the Competition Authority can, for the first time, request the Courts to prohibit an individual 
found to have infringed Irish or European competition law from serving as a director of a company for a 
period of five years. 

The new Bill will increase the fines and penalties that can be handed down for breaches of Irish and 
European competition law. The maximum fine for undertakings found guilty of breaches of Irish law will 
be raised from € 4 000 000 to € 5 000 000. Also, the term of imprisonment for criminal cartel offences, 
under Irish law, for company directors and managers, will double from five to ten years.

The new Bill will also facilitate private follow-on actions. When this Bill becomes law, a plaintiff bringing a 
follow-on action will no longer have to prove himself that the Competition Act or Articles 101 or 102 TFEU 
were infringed, but will, in the action for that purpose, be able to rely on the decision of the Court.

See full text of the Bill.

Press spokesperson: Clodagh Coffey, Communications Manager (cc@tca.ie; tel: + 353 1 8045406)

http://www.oireachtas.ie/documents/bills28/bills/2011/5511/b55b11d.pdf
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