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• Finland: Steering Group to assess Possibility of Merger between Finnish Competition and 
Consumer Authorities
The Finnish Ministry of Employment and the Economy (the Ministry) announced in March 2012 that it will 
set up a steering group to investigate the possibility of merging the Finnish Competition Authority and the 
Finnish Consumer Agency. The steering group will also assess whether the National Consumer Research 
Centre could also be integrated in the potential new entity. The overall aim is to increase the impact of 
competition enforcement and consumer issues in Finland.

According to the Ministry, all three bodies have the task of promoting the functioning of markets and this 
is a fact which might favour the merger. It is the starting point in the Government’s policy to guarantee 
equal competitive conditions for undertakings irrespective of size and to ensure that markets operate 
to the benefit of consumers. Integration could also make it possible to strengthen research and analysis 
efforts concerning these issues. The reform might also bring efficiency benefits in terms of administration 
(personnel and financial administration, communication, IT). However, the Ministry is of the opinion that 
when assessing the possible merger, the differences in the nature between competition and consumer 
issues resulting from the relevant legislation should be taken into consideration. It is indeed not the 
intention to change the law-based tasks of the respective offices. 

Currently, the Finnish Competition Authority has 79 employees (budget € 6 160 000), the Finnish 
Consumer Authority 72 employees (budget € 4 830 000) and the National Consumer Research Centre has 
27 employees (budget € 2 120 000).

The steering group includes representatives from the Ministry of Employment and Economy, the Ministry 
of Justice, the Finnish Competition Authority, the Finnish Consumer Authority and the National Consumer 
Research Centre. 

The investigation by the steering group is intended to be completed during spring. The decision to possibly 
merge will be made later based on the results of the investigation. If it is decided to merge, the new 
authority could start operating in the beginning of 2013.

See press release (in English)

http://www.tem.fi/?89514_m=105920&l=en&s=2469
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