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• Germany: Green Light for current Marketing Model of Football League Media Rights
On 17 April 2012, the award procedure for the media rights of the 1st and 2nd German football leagues 
has been concluded.

On 12 January 2012, the Bundeskartellamt (BKartA) accepted the commitments offered by the League 
Association and the German Football League (DFL) relating to the joint award of media rights and declared 
them binding. Those commitments include e.g. guarantees concerning the application of a fair, non-
discriminatory and transparent award procedure. DFL was obliged to document the award procedure. 
Following the decision of the BKartA, the League Association and DFL had to observe comprehensive 
criteria when awarding the media rights for the games of the 1st and 2nd German football leagues from 
the 2013/2014 season onwards. 

According to the BKartA, the joint selling of the clubs’ media rights by DFL is an anti-competitive agreement 
in terms of Article 101(1) TFEU; and it would have to fulfil the criteria for exemption of Article 101(3) TFEU 
in order not to constitute an infringement of Article 101 TFEU. National law (Sect. 1, 2 ARC) was applied 
in parallel to European law. 

In the given case, the BKartA found that collective marketing of media-rights offers advantages and 
efficiencies, e.g. it makes it possible for the broadcasters to report on the Football League as a whole 
and not on the single clubs. During the preliminary assessment, the market players questioned generally 
agreed that both, purchasers of media rights and TV-viewers, benefit considerably from the central 
marketing model.

The commitments also foresee that the media rights have to be offered in a large number of broadcasting 
rights packages to be used both in free-TV and pay-TV via different transmission paths. With regard to the 
free-TV highlights coverage, the marketing model includes two alternative scenarios:

• Scenario I provides inter alia for a package of free-TV highlights coverage from 6:30 pm.
• Scenario II, on the other hand, includes a package of highlights coverage via “Netcast” (i.e. mainly  
   Web-TV) from 7:00 pm and free-TV coverage from 9:45 pm.

By giving the media competitive access to a number of league packages for live broadcasting and the 
highlights coverage, considering the various channels for transmission, DFL makes sure that attractive 
programme content is offered to all the parties interested in media rights.

See press release of 13 January 2012 (in English)

http://www.bundeskartellamt.de/wEnglisch/download/pdf/Presse/2012/2012-01-13_PR_DFL_E.pdf
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