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• Bulgaria: The Commission on Protection of Competition (CPC) proposes Amendments to 
regulatory Framework for Veterinarians
On 13 March 2012, the CPC adopted an opinion on the regulations in force and the system of self-regulation 
in the field of veterinarians. The CPC took into account the experience of the other EU Member States as 
well as the initiatives of the European Commission with regard to competition in professional services.

The CPC considers that the requirement for veterinarians to be entered in a register is justified and the 
compulsory membership in a professional association depends on whether the association has regulatory 
and control functions assigned by the state. As long as certain control functions are assigned to the 
Bulgarian Veterinary Union, compulsory membership is necessary for the effective implementation of 
these functions. The CPC supports an envisaged legislative amendment according to which a Federation of 
the veterinarians in Bulgaria would be established in order to exercise the regulatory and control functions 
linked to the profession. This would allow the veterinarians to choose the association they want to be 
members of as long as they are a member of the Federation.
 
The CPC also proposes the abolishment of the competence of the Bulgarian Veterinary Union to set 
minimum prices, as fixing minimum prices is one of the most serious infringements of competition.

According to the CPC the power of the Bulgarian Veterinary Union to select the veterinarians who will 
conclude contracts for the implementation of the state prophylactic programme distorts competition by 
putting the existing market players in a privileged position compared with the new entrants. Another 
competence of the Bulgarian Veterinary Union also puts some veterinarians in a privileged position 
in comparison to others, namely the power to determine the veterinarians to be granted free use of 
veterinary clinics which are state property. 

The CPC proposes to abolish the requirement of three years’ experience to be a manager of veterinary 
practice as it unduly restricts the number of market participants. It also suggests removing the restriction 
for a veterinarian to exercise his/her activity only in one region as it creates geographical barriers to the 
free movement of goods and services and restricts abilities to compete.

Finally, the CPC proposes the repeal of the ban on a trainee, assistant or deputy veterinarian to open a 
professional practice within 30 kilometres from the clinic where he previously worked. According to the 
CPC this restricts competition by restricting the provision of veterinary activities in a certain area in order 
to prevent competition between market participants

See decision (in Bulgarian)

http://reg.cpc.bg/Decision.aspx?DecID=300032196
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