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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the second draft of this proposal to extend the 
GBER to ports.  This response is made on behalf of the British Ports Association and the UK 
Major Ports Group and builds on our previous response to the first round of consultation. 
 
As you know, we start from the position that widespread public support for port development 
activity is undesirable, because we believe that it distorts competition both within and between 
Member States. 
 
However, turning to the current proposal, we welcome the fact that the direct link between the 
GBER and the Port Services Regulation that was a feature of the original draft has been 
removed. As we have said previously, we believe that using one regulation to extend the scope of 
another, in a different policy field, would be a retrograde step in terms of ensuring a level playing 
field for the ports sector across the EU. 
 
We still believe that the thresholds in Article 56b(5) are too high (e.g. allowing up to 50% aid 
intensity on projects up to EUR 120 million) and should be at least halved. 
 
The three year time period in Article 56b(7) should be increased, as three years would still 
potentially allow some major projects to receive more than one grant, effectively increasing the 
threshold. 
 
We agree that superstructure and maintenance dredging should both be excluded from the 
GBER. However, the changes in Article 56b(2)(b) to make a distinction between dredging "within 
the area of the port" and dredging outside of it is spurious. Port areas can be arbitrary. The real 
test should be the degree of commercial exploitation of the dredging, irrespective of where the 
dredge is done. 
 
In conclusion, we continue to believe that consistent enforcement of the state aid rules is the key 
to ensuring a level playing field between European ports. We hope that any Commission 
resources that are freed up by the extension of the GBER to ports will be used to improve the 
current enforcement regime for the benefit of all. 
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