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Directorate-General for Competition 
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Ref.: HT.4691 
RE: Targeted review of the General Block Exemption Regulation (State aid): extension to ports and 
airports (2nd consultation) 
 
In the context of the second review of the General Bloc Exemption Regulation (GBER), Bank 
Gospodarstwa Krajowego (BGK) would like to present its proposal to introduce an additional 
amendment in the article 12 by shortening the period of the obligatory maintenance of documents 
from 10 to 5 years.   
 
BGK is the national promotional bank in Poland involved actively in the implementation of EU funds 
financial instruments, based on both de minimis and GBER state aid regimes. Main target group of 
these instruments implemented by BGK are small and medium sized-enterprises. The often limited 
scale and scope of the activities conducted by SME, as well as the level of their competences in the 
area of projects management, cause that in order to fulfill all the regulatory requirements, they need 
to use external advisory services.  
 
When it comes to the implementation of financial instruments based on GBER we have regular 
contacts with the final beneficiaries, thus we understand the practical challenges they face.  What they 
point to as a main impediment hampering the use of financial instruments is the obligation to maintain 
the detailed records with the information and supporting documentation necessary to establish that 
all the conditions laid down in the Regulation were fulfilled, stipulated in the art. 12 of GBER. With 
regret we have learned that this obligation was not proposed to be changed during the revision process 
that is now  being conducted.  
 
Meanwhile, the obligation to retain all the documents for such a long period constitutes a serious 
burden for entrepreneurs and in many cases leads even to their resignation from application for EU 
support. This period is also significantly longer than the average period stipulating from the accounting 
rules in member states. In case of Poland this period is twice as long as the period resulting from the 
Polish Accounting Act. According to the article 74 of this Act, the accounting books and financial 
documents need to be kept, as a rule, for a period of 5 years starting from the beginning of the 
following accounting year. Enterprises are used to these national standards and they regard the 
additional requirements stipulating from the art. 12 of GBER as burdensome. Therefore, we believe 
that shortening this period to 5 years would ensure more consistency between the EU rules and 
common accounting standards. 
 
On behalf of enterprises benefiting from exempted aid we would like to express our hope that the 
European Commission will take this position into consideration in order to simplify the procedures 
and ease the processes for SME.  

 


