
 

 

 
President Lars Lindgren Vice Presidents Alexander Kirchner 
 Ekaterina Yordanova 
                                     General Secretary Eduardo Chagas 

 

  1 

 
 
 
ETF answer to the second public consultation on the possible extension of the General 
Block Exemption Regulation (State aid) to ports 
 
 

1. As some of the general ETF remarks were not taken into account following the first round of 
consultation, we would first of all like to state, once again, some basic principles that we 
believe should be taken into account in the application of state aid rules to ports: 
 

a. The inclusion of the port sector into the scope of the GBER will most probably not 
bring along the much needed stable legal framework for investments, especially 
due to the regulation’s limited period of validity.  

 
b. As clearly showed by the recent report of the European Court of Auditors on the 

effectiveness of investments in maritime transport, there is an urgent need for 
improved coordination in the sector, notably as far as expansion of capacity is 
concerned. An effective state aid policy should be coherent with reality of the 
sector and with the current economic background. At present there is no need, in 
most of the EU, for additional port capacity. We fear that the simple inclusion of 
ports into the scope of the GBER will not help addressing these problems.  

 
c. Next, when establishing rules on state aid exemption to ports, there should be a 

distinction between the projects that contribute to create employment in ports and 
beyond, and the projects that do not constitute an added value for job creation. If 
too much emphasis is put on port automation, port areas will suffer more and more 
from decreasing income taxes, and this will have negative repercussions on local 
economies.  

 
2. Even if the reference to the maximum duration of concession periods has been removed, as 

requested by the ETF and by several stakeholders, it is not acceptable that references to 
concessions are included in the GBER, especially taking into account the fact that there are 
other legal instruments already covering concession contracts. The reference to 
concessions shall therefore be removed from the draft regulation.  

 
3. The proposed rules on state aid to dredging are inconsistent with those of the Port 

Regulation, whose final text is the result of lengthy negotiations between the EU institutions 
and the concerned stakeholders. As clearly set in the port regulation, dredging is a public 
service and not a port service and it benefits all users. Therefore, financial support for 
dredging should never be considered as state aid.  
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