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CEMR Response 
 
 

 CEMR response focuses on investment and operational aids for airports, as they represent a 

top priority for local and regional governments, in particular smaller airports in outermost 

regions.  

 

 Airports have a vital connectivity and regional development role. The Commission’s approach to 

state aid assessment does not appear to give sufficient weight to economic growth and job 

creation benefits.  

 

 Certain airports are vital to a region’s survival and require an element of public support, even 

beyond the transitional period. This is why, in these cases, investment aids have to be 

accompanied by operational aids, which are essential for the development and functioning of 

airports in the long term.  

 

 Airports of all sizes should be able to be supported under the SGEI regime whenever they 

contribute to vital links and connectivity for local communities and businesses. It is fundamental 

that local and regional authorities maintain the right to organize airports of all sizes as Services 

of General Economic Interest (SGEI) in line with article 106.02 and Protocol 26 TFEU, bringing 

vital connectivity to local communities and businesses. SGEI designation is especially justifies in 

remote or peripheral regions.  

 

 Democratically elected local and regional governments have the responsibility to decide on the 

use of taxpayers’ funds in their regions. These are cases where the wider regional development 

benefits will outweigh the cost of the public contribution to the airport.  

 

 On article 15, paragraph 4: operating aids to smaller airports, particularly those in outermost 

regions, should be allowed as a whole. The provision allowing investment aid after 10 years, 

where there is a ‘genuine transport need’ and ‘positive externalities’, should therefore apply to 

operating aids.  

 

 On article 56a, paragraph 4: airports of a certain size are excluded from the possibility to apply 

the GBER if they are closer than 100 kilometers or 60 minutes travelling time. This regulation of 

distance is a too strict and rigid criterion; therefore, a more flexible rule should be established in 

order to take into consideration the needs of each specific case, in particular those airports 

serving outermost regions and sparsely populated areas.  

 

 On article 56a, paragraph 13: for the motivation stated above, the limit of 150 000 average 

annual passengers during the two financial years is too low. The limit to define the category of 

‘small airports’ should be raised up to 500 000 average annual passengers.   
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About CEMR 

The Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR) is the broadest 

organisation of local and regional authorities in Europe.  Its members are over 

50 national associations of municipalities and regions from 41 European 

countries.  Together these associations represent some 150 000 local and 

regional authorities. 

CEMR’s objectives are twofold: to influence European legislation on behalf of 

local and regional authorities and to provide a platform for exchange between 

its member associations and their elected officials and experts.   

Moreover, CEMR is the European section of United Cities and Local 

Governments (UCLG), the worldwide organisation of local government. 
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