To
Eur opean Conmi ssi on

Thi s message contains a response fromthe Volvo Group to the Eval uati on Report
on the bl ock exenption for notor vehicle distribution and servicing,
Regul ati on EC 1400/ 2002, (the Bl ock Exenption), reference nunber HT-1021

The Volvo Group agrees with the conclusions of the Conmission inits

eval uation report on the operation of the Block Exenption. The Vol vo G oup

t hus supports that the best option for the future would be the application to
the autonotive sector of a nore flexible regine that draws cl oser inspiration
fromthe general principles applicable to vertical restraints.

We woul d al so underline that the Bl ock Exenption does not reflect the
differences in distribution and service needs between the passenger car

i ndustry and the commercial vehicle industry. Therefore, should a future
reginme for the autonotive sector include any sector specific restrictions, the
specific needs of the comercial vehicle industry must be considered before
appl yi ng any such restrictions to the comercial vehicle sector.

The Volvo Group offers global transport solutions for custoners with high
denmands.

Qur product range consists of trucks, buses, construction equi pnment, engines
for leisure boats and conmercial marine application and generator units. In
addi ti on, we nmanufacture conponents for aircraft engines.

The Vol vo Group conducts sales in about 180 countries worldw de, either
t hrough wholly owned conpani es or independent deal ers. The Vol vo G oup has
production facilities in 18 countries and nore than 100,000 enpl oyees.
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