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Summary and General Remarks

Sweden was one of the signatories of the letter sent by the Dutch
Minister of Education, Culture and Science, Mr. Plasterk, to
Commissioner Kroes in September 2008. Attached to the letter was a
position paper stating what 19 Member States considered as important
principles to keep in mind if or when the Commission decides to revise
the present Communication on the Application of State Aid Rules to
Public Service Broadcasting from 2001. The main point of the position
paper is the firm belief that there is only limited need to revise the
present Communication, since the principles from 2001, interpreting
Art 86 and 87 of the Treaty, essentially remain valid.

It is established that public service broadcasting can be treated by
Member States as a service of general economic interest, and that the
derogation from the rules of state aid set out in Art 86(2) can therefore
be applied. The interpretation of the state aid rules in the case of public
service broadcasting should be done by using the Amsterdam Protocol
as a starting point. The protocol clearly states not only that the
organisation, remit and financing of public service is something for
Member States to decide, but also that the proportionality test, i.e.
whether the effects on trade and competition are disproportionate, must
be done taking account of the need for the broadcaster to be able to
fulfil its potentially broad remit.

The common position paper of 19 Member States underlines the need
for a careful revision of the present Communication, in line with general
principles rather than detailed provisions. The main reason is that it is
clear that public service broadcasting is a service with direct ties to the
democratic, social and cultural needs of each society and thus by
necessity needs to be determined, organised and financed on national






