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Call for proposals 2009 – Training of national judges 
 
LIST OF FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
Q1. Is the grant beneficiary (i.e. a Foundation) allowed to engage into contracting with a Company that 
happens to be the founder of the said institution if the transaction is deemed to be suitable from a value for 
money angle? 
 
Q2. If contracting/commercial relations were entered into by the grant beneficiary (i.e. a Foundation) and a 
Company that happens to be the founder of the said Foundation, are those connections considered to 
entail a conflict of interests as far as the connection is economically efficient? And if so, would the grantor 
be subject to get the Commission’s authorisation prior to their performance? 
 
A. According to the co-financing principle a grant cannot finance the entire cost of an action. When 
submitting its proposal a potential beneficiary must indeed include in its financing plan other(s) possible 
source(s) of funding i.e. by way of self-financing or funding by another organisation. In this frame, a 
sponsorship by a profit making company is possible. Nevertheless and in order to comply with the rules, 
the EC will not have objection to this sponsorship coming from a profit making company that is also the 
beneficiary's founder provided a clear relation is established between them by mean of a contract that will 
ensure the non-profit principle of EC grants is fully respected. The contract will state for instance how used 
funds (given by the Company) will be disposed of at the end of the action, how many employees of a profit 
making company will speak at a seminar, if there is an advertisement of a private profit making company 
involved, how many guests will be invited on behalf of a profit making company etc. In such cases the 
evaluation committee will carefully check whether the proposal received had been purposely presented in 
such a way as to comply with the eligibility criteria stated in the call for proposal (i.e. non-profit making 
organisation), although the Community funds would go in fine to the "partner", a profit-making 
organisation, and was therefore ineligible in the context of the corresponding call for proposals. If this were 
to happen, it could be regarded as a contravention of the rules, and the corresponding proposal will be 
rejected. 
 
 
 
Q3. Apart from the previous stated links, Foundation governing body members (board of trustees) are also 
partners of the Company contracts are intended to be carried out with. Are afore mention provisions also 
applicable as far as effective cost/benefit rates are kept? 
 
A. Quality of the future action is most important to the EC. Our grants' purpose is to ensure the most 
efficient and qualified actors will take part in the action, which means that a mixture of speakers (private 
and public sector, universities,...) is highly encouraged. For this reason, it will be better not to have only a 
single speaker from the above mentioned company for the whole action but to involve as well orators from 
other sectors. Cost-benefit rates are not linked to the above, they consist in assessment standards used 
by the EC to evaluate the action. In any case, the event must be a non-profit one. 
 
 
Q4. Does the applicant to a grant have to provide audience members’ names when the application is 
submitted? 
 
A. No. Only targets must be detailed in the proposal as well as the estimate number of participants. 
 
 
Q5. Annex 3 of the detailed budget form states that "N.B. All travel and accommodation expenses claimed 
in parts A.b) and A.c) must clearly specify the person for whom the costs are claimed." As these parts A.b) 
and A.c) do concern staff involved in the operation, participants, speakers and interpreters, does it mean 
that the applicant should already specified names of staff and speakers, as well as the exact number of 
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participants at the time of submitting the application for an action that would only take place if the applicant 
is awarded a grant? 
 
A. Detailed budget forms are to be used both for the application and for the submission of the final budget. 
At the time of the application, no names are required apart from the one of the possible beneficiary and of 
the partner. The applicant shall indicate an estimated number of participants (by country), speakers (by 
country), staff, interpreters. Please bear in mind that these numbers will have to be estimated as precisely 
as possible as the estimated costs will be calculated on that basis. 
 
 
Q6. What kind of revenue(s) and/or contribution(s) can used to fulfill the 20% co-financing obligation? 
 
A. The call for proposal clearly indicates that the co-financing for the project must be in the form of a direct 
monetary contribution from the applicant or from another fund provider. The Commission doesn't accept 
co-financing in kind in this CFP. 
 
 
Q7. Are temporary contracts for non permanent staff fully involved in the project considered eligible costs 
for the project budget? 
 
A. Yes, provided the staff concerned has been hired especially for the purpose and duration of the action. 
Costs implied by regular staff temporarily assigned to the action are not eligible, unless it comes in 
addition to usual work and detailed timesheets are provided as justification. 
 
 
Q8. Is there a flat-rate in order to estimate the maximum amount of general costs charged to the 
operation? 
 
A. Yes, as specified in the Grant agreement's template (Part. B FINANCIAL PROVISIONS/Article II.14.3, 
second paragraph p. 14): 
 
By way of derogation from Article II.14.1, the indirect costs incurred in carrying out the action may be 
eligible for flat-rate funding fixed at no more than 7% of the total eligible direct costs². If provision is made 
in Article I.3.2 for flat-rate funding in respect of indirect costs, they need to be supported by accounting 
documents. 
 
² The 7% ceiling may be exceeded by a reasoned Commission decision. Provision should be made for this in the Other Special 
Conditions". 
 
 
Q9. Are there recommended exchange rates for the costs linked to the action? 
 
A. Yes. The EC is applying the official exchange rates used by the statistical office of the European 
Commission (EUROSTAT). Applicants will be able to consult those rates at the following e-address: 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/exchange_rates/data/main_tables 
 
 
Q10. If a public administration should like to use part of her permanent staff (i.e. university professors) for 
the purpose of the action, would relating costs be considered eligible? 
 
A. Part B – Article II.14.2 – Third paragraph of the grant agreement template linked to the CFP 2009 
states that "the corresponding salary costs of personnel of national administrations are eligible to the 
extent that they relate to the cost of activities which the relevant public authority would not carry out if the 
project concerned were not undertaken". This means that in order to be considered eligible, usual staff's 
costs will have to be justified by means of detailed timesheets specifying how many hours/days have been 
dedicated to the action by the staff concerned in addition to its usual tasks. 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/exchange_rates/data/main_tables
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Q11. Is part A.c) of the budget mandatory? For instance, is it possible for the applicant not to include 
travel and accommodation expenses for participants if these costs might increase the budget at the 
expense of other "more important" costs for the action? 
 
A. It is up to the applicant to decide for which costs the EC grant will be requested, as well as the budget 
presented is well balanced. Costs that have not been included in Part. A of the budget will indeed not be 
eligible. 
 
 
Q12. As a possible applicant do I have a right to claim direct answers on the CFP, either by phone or by 
email, from COMP.A.4 that is in charge of the training of judges programme? 
 
A. No. The EC financial regulation clearly states that Call for Proposals are subject to some fundamental 
principles among which the principle of transparency and the principle of equality of treatment. For these 
reasons, any queries should be addressed to COMP.A.4 at least by email. Answers would then be 
published on DG COMP website (http://ec.europa.eu/competition/calls/index.html) for everyone to be 
informed. 
 
 
Q13. Is it possible to include other subjects than the European law on competition (eg tax topics, issues 
relating to social security or VAT on public procurements) and provide such training on European law of 
competition coupled with a training on other subjects? If yes, what percentage of the proposed themes not 
directly related to competition law can they represent? 
 
A. As indicated in the text of the call for proposals, the objective is to co-finance projects to promote the 
training of national judges in European law on competition and projects must address the application of 
European competition rules, including sections 81 and 82 of the EC Treaty and or rules on state aid.  
To be eligible, a proposal must therefore cover only those topics and be directed to an audience of judges 
applying national competition law. Therefore, include a component dedicated to other subjects would 
result in de facto ineligible costs. In addition, it is likely that the audience would be different and therefore 
also ineligible. You are thus strongly advised to submit a proposal focused only on targets and criteria of 
our call for proposals 2009 or at least split very clearly the competition law component and that relating to 
other topics you want to process, knowing that we will only be able to take the European law on 
competition into consideration. 
 
 
Q14. What if a beneficiary does not provide a comprehensive final implementation report providing all 
information and supporting documents according to the grant agreement? 
 
A. Should it be the case upon the assessment of the final implementation report, COMP.A.4 would issue 
an interruption letter to inform the beneficiary of the still required information and/or supporting documents 
and that the delay for assessing the said report is thus interrupted. 
If the beneficiary does then not provide COMP.A.4 with all additional information and/or supporting 
documents mentioned in its interruption letter, or if in some exceptional cases an interruption letter is 
issued in the course of the assessment, COMP.A.4 has a right to issue a second, or even several 
interruption letters if needed. This is of course avoided as far as possible. 
 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/calls/index.html
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Q15. What if the beneficiary has a partner that will pay directly for some eligible costs (for instance travel 
and accomodation expenses)? Can the beneficiary then claim those costs as eligible costs? 
 
A. No. The beneficiary is the leader to whom the grant will be paid. All costs have to be incurred by the 
beneficiary in order to be eligible. Services/goods should be ordered by the beneficiary, and invoices 
issued in the name of the beneficiary. If services/goods are ordered and paid by partners they are 
considered as contributions in kind, and can therefore not be included as eligible costs. 
 
 
Q16. Do both applicant (beneficiary) and its partner(s) have to provide the following documents requested 
in Annex 1 (copy of articles of association and certificate of official registration – annual accounts (or 
annual budget for public-sector organisations) for the last financial year, for projects involving an EC grant 
< 100 000 Euro – supporting documents confirming the fees paid to personnel (for example a copy of a 
salary slip, contract and/or salary grid – list of grants obtained by the organisation during the last three 
years….), in Annex 4 (Financial identification sheet) and in Annex 5 (Legal entity identification)? 
 
A. No. Only the beneficiary has to provide such documents. The partner(s) will have to provide a letter of 
intent that will be included by the possible beneficiary to its application. 
 
 
Q17. If an applicant's proposal does consist in the creation of a database, which choice should the 
beneficiary tick in Section B.1 General Information of Part B. Project outline: "Which action(s)/measure(s) 
of the programme does your project address?" 
 
A. Tick "Network for judicial co-operation" and "distribution of documentation and information". 
 
 
 

* 
* * 


