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Dear Count Rogge, 
Dear Sir Philip, 

As the start of the 2012 London Olympic and Paralympic Games approaches, we would like to 
express our support for the Olympic ideal and the fundamental principles of the International 
Olympic Committee, which reflect the core European values of respect, solidarity, fair play and 
non-discrimination. 

We would like to congratulate you for the fact that these are the very first Olympic and 
Paralympic games where women are competing in every sport on the Olympic programme. It is 
an important milestone in the long struggle for real gender balance between women and men in 
sport. Nevertheless, we do firmly believe that more needs to be done to achieve an acceptable 
representation of women in sport and sport governing bodies and to continue the fight against 
discrimination and sexual harassment towards women. 

Gender equality is both a founding principle of the European Union and a fundamental right. At 
the same time, it is also a necessary condition to meet the EU's economic and social objectives. 
The "European Commission's Strategy for equality between men and women 2010-2015" defines 
some key actions to advance gender equality, ranging from getting more women into company 
boardrooms to tackling gender-based violence. It is our firm conviction that all actors should 
now be involved in the promotion of gender equality. 

We have already taken a first initiative in supporting projects in which European Olympic and 
Paralympic sport organisations are involved. We believe that these actions should be pari of a 
common framework developed in close cooperation with you in the future. We suggest 
developing a Roadmap on gender equality in sport with smart and realistic objectives for 
governmental and non-governmental organisations to be achieved by the year 2020. At the EU 
Sport Forum on 19-20 September 2012 in Nicosia this will be part of the panel debate on 
developing principles of good governance in sport. 

London 2012 is the perfect occasion to come together and communicate the power of sport and 
its positive impact on society. 

Yours sincerely, 
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Viviane REDING 

Count Jacques Rogge 
President - International Olympic Committee 
Sir Philip Craven 
President - International Paralympic Committee 
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