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It is a great pleasure to address you here today in Rome. First of all, I would like to 

congratulate and thank the Italian Presidency for the excellent job it has done in 

organising this event. 

As you know, my term as Commissioner in charge of sport is coming to an end. Today's 

meeting is therefore a special one for me, an occasion to reflect with you on some of our 

key achievements during the time we have worked together, while also looking forward 

to what lies ahead, in particular the first European Week of Sport. 

Let me begin by expressing my satisfaction with this first year of implementation of the 

sport chapter of Erasmus+. It was already clear during the sport info day in Brussels in 

February 2014 that the sport movement was keenly interested in participating in 

Erasmus+, and this has been confirmed. We received ten times more applications then 

we can support (440 applications for projects taking place in 2015). Although, the 

selection process for next year has not yet been finalised, this is already a clear measure 

of success! 

Funding opportunities will continue to increase throughout the programme's lifetime, 

making Erasmus+ more and more a key tool to reach our policy objectives in fields such 

as social inclusion through sport, the fight against doping and match fixing, gender 

equality in sport, dual careers, etc. 

As for our policy work and the first EU Work Plan, the six Expert Groups have completed 

their work, with finalisation of all the deliverables foreseen. So I think we can call the 

first EU Work Plan a collective success. The Commission presented a very positive 

assessment in its report to the Council early this year. 

We have since moved on to the second EU Work Plan for Sport with three priority 

themes: Integrity of sport, the economic dimension of sport, and sport and society.  

With the help of five new Expert Groups we have now started to implement this Work 

Plan in the following areas:  

 Match-fixing,  

 Good governance,  

 Economic dimension of sport,  

 Health-enhancing physical activity (HEPA)  

 Human resources in sport (including education and training). 

In addition to the progress we have made in our overarching policy work, we should also 

not forget our achievements in important areas like HEPA. 
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Indeed, in November 2013, the Council adopted the first ever Recommendation in the 

field of sport to promote health-enhancing physical activity. This is an unequivocal 

success and clearly an area where we had to take action, in particular in light of this 

year's Eurobarometer figures – 59% of Europeans still do not or only seldom practise 

sport. Tomorrow I will have the pleasure to open the first meeting of the newly 

appointed national physical activity focal points. 

Regarding match-fixing, the work on the Council of Europe Convention has been 

finalised. It is a milestone in the global fight against match-fixing and a good example of 

successful cooperation between governments, European institutions, the sport 

movement, betting operators and lotteries, as well as the authorities responsible for law 

enforcement. 

The Commission remains committed to this process and, as you know, took part in the 

negotiation on behalf of the EU. The Convention is now open for signature since the 

Council of Europe Sport Ministers meeting in Macolin last month. As stated in the 

negotiation mandate, the Commission's legal services are analysing this Convention in 

particular to determine the distribution of powers between the Member States and the 

Union. Once this analysis is completed, I will suggest to my successor to take all the 

procedural steps in order to propose, as soon as possible, to the Council the draft 

decision authorising the Commission to sign the Convention on behalf of the European 

Union. 

Finally, let me mention all the work relating to women in sport, which has also been one 

of my priorities during my mandate.  

Looking back over the last five years, we can all be proud. Based on the results of the 

EU conference on Gender Equality in Sport held in Vilnius last year, experts defined the 

priority areas for gender equality in sport for the period 2014-2020: decision making, 

coaching, gender-based violence and negative gender stereotyping in sport and media.  

Moreover, the Council adopted Conclusions on Gender Equality in Sport in May this year. 

Regarding this, I hope in particular that the guidelines on Gender Equality in sport which 

will be prepared next year by the expert group on good governance will help you in your 

efforts to encourage women to practise and take responsibilities in sport. 

*** 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Let me now turn to a major new initiative - the European Week of Sport which will help 

to tackle the worrying trends in sport participation and low levels of physical activity that 

I mentioned earlier. 

According to recent surveys, there is unfortunately little or no improvement in 

participation and physical activity levels. This year's Eurobarometer survey confirms this 

trend. An increasing number of Europeans never exercise or play sport (42% today 

compared to 39% four years ago). A staggering 30% never do any physical activities at 

all. 

I trust that we all share the same concerns regarding these results. We need to bring 

together our different experiences and initiatives to help reverse this trend. The idea of a 

European Week of Sport has exactly this aim: to concentrate efforts on the promotion of 

health and well-being through sport and physical activity.  

Discussions to establish an annual European large scale event to raise awareness on 

sport and physical activity in the form of a Week of Sport at EU level have been ongoing 

for some time. 
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The idea was taken up at the political level for the first time in the European Parliament, 

in the so-called ‘Fisas Report’, and then by the Council, in its 2012 conclusions on 

promoting health-enhancing physical activity.  

From our side, we looked carefully at these ideas, and also at other existing European 

initiatives of that type. We have consulted extensively with stakeholders and Member 

States.  

We had numerous bilateral discussions, a good debate at the Sport Forum in Nicosia, 

exchanges at the level of sport directors and also a fruitful seminar in Brussels last 

November. All of these consultations led to a launch conference that I hosted in Brussels 

in June 2014, and in which I exposed the main elements of the concept for this Week.  

The European Week of Sport will go beyond the promotion of sport in the strict sense 

and include physical activity in general in order to reach out to as large an audience as 

possible. In order to be successful, I believe that the European Week of Sport cannot 

only address young athletes.  

This implies that activities should take place at different levels: EU, national and local 

and therefore that we need to work together in a spirit of partnership!  

And we will no doubt also need the help of ambassadors – athletes, celebrities, 

personalities who are immediately recognisable at the national and regional level.  

The European Week of Sport will provide added value to existing events and at the same 

time encourage new activities/campaigns. Activities will take place all over the EU under 

the same banner and with the same aim. 

I hope that year after year more events will take place in the Member States, at 

national, regional and local levels, while the overall coordination and monitoring of the 

Week will remain in Brussels. 

For 2015, the European Week of Sport will take place during the second week of 

September. This is indeed the time of the year when most people are likely to consider 

membership in sport clubs or fitness centres or to engage in some other form of physical 

activity. It is also a good time for schools. These dates should be kept for future editions 

to guarantee continuity and facilitate EU-wide planning. 

From 2015, the Erasmus+ programme will support the European Week of Sport since 

this European Week is in my view also a key to promoting the practice of sport and 

physical activity in the long term. We are planning to fund cross-border projects in 

support of the Week, for which sustainability of projects and long term effects will clearly 

be key selection criteria. 

We are also planning to help each Member State to fund the organisation of at least one 

national initiative and to coordinate grassroots activities. In total, 2.2 Million Euros will 

be given to Member States to support the implementation of the Week at national levels.  

A European Week of Sport label will also be created, allowing any organisation, city, 

region or other body willing to organise an event in line with the objectives of the 

European Week of Sport to benefit from an EU-wide visibility. 

To conclude, I would like to insist that we can only succeed by pooling our efforts: 

support from Member States will be key to effectively reaching out to various audiences. 

The European Week of Sport has the potential to raise considerable awareness of the 

value of participation in sport and physical activity and have a lasting impact. Let's make 

sure it does.  

*** 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
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It has been a very interesting five years working in the field of sport. We started just as 

sport was added to Article 165 of the Treaty in Lisbon, and I think we have come a long 

way since then.  

We have focussed on the one hand on the professional side of sport, working closely 

with various organisations and stakeholders as much as with the Council and the 

Parliament in order to bring greater legal stability and better governance standards to 

the professional game. We have also worked on tackling threats to sport, like match-

fixing that I mentioned earlier, or doping, where our efforts are today better coordinated 

and our voice stronger than ever.  

And on the other hand, we have also focused on the important role that sport can play 

as a catalyst for positive change in society, as a vehicle for better health, or for social 

inclusion, or even as a tool for informal learning. 

It is clear that many challenges lie ahead and a lot remains to be done, but I am 

confident that we have laid the groundwork, that we have established certain working 

methods, a framework for our work with the EU Work Plan, the expert groups, and the 

annual EU Sport Forum.  

I think that we have launched European policy in the field of sport and begun to 

consolidate its role. It is now for the next Commissioner for Sport to continue this work 

with the various stakeholders and of course with you, the representatives of the Member 

States in the field of sport. 

I would therefore like to thank you wholeheartedly for your collaboration over the course 

of my mandate and wish you all the very best in dealing with the challenges ahead. 

Thank you. 


