
 

SPEECH/12/ 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

 

 

Androulla VASSILIOU 
Member of the European Commission responsible for Education, Culture, 
Multilingualism and Youth 
 

Opening Speech 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Official opening of 'Mapping Cyprus and Contemporary Arts' Exhibition 
/Brussels 
BOZAR Center of Fine Arts, 2 July 2012 



 

 2

Prime Minister Di Rupo, 

President Christofias, 

President Van Rompuy, 

Distinguished guests, 

 

It is with great pleasure, honour, and pride that I join you in opening 

today's exhibition on 'Mapping Cyprus'.  

It is a pleasure because I seldom have the opportunity to be at the 

opening of an exhibition that combines more than eight hundred years of 

a country's history with the contemporary views of its artists. 

It is an honour because the organisers - the BOZAR and the Ministry of 

Culture and Education of Cyprus – have really done an extraordinary job 

making this event possible, and for this I would like to thank them, in the 

name, I am sure, of all of us present here today.    

And it is finally with pride because since yesterday the country I know 

best is at the centre of this exhibition and has the privilege of holding for 

the first time the rotating Presidency of the EU Council.    

Cyprus is home to an exceptional wealth of art from all ages, including the 

present. And I am delighted that this exhibition will make it possible for 

many more people to become familiar with it.  

We Europeans share a common cultural heritage and history, shaped by 

movements of peoples and exchanges between different cultures. And the 

exhibition wonderfully reflects this interplay between histories and 

cultures. 



 

 3

This exhibition tells the story of communities that have co-existed across 

the European continent for thousands of years, often in conflict but also, 

and for long stretches of time, in peace and harmony.  

And the European project, that was launched over fifty years ago to 

restore peace after a tragic period of conflict, is a continuation of that 

story.  

The European project is a commitment to a Europe that is open to the 

world, respectful of cultural diversity and whose people share common 

values. 

That is why the European Union is not just about market forces and 

economics. It's also about promoting the circulation of cultural and 

creative works beyond national borders. It's about celebrating the 

diversity of national cultures and nurturing a shared cultural identity - 

because it's this diversity that gives Europeans their European identity 

and deepens their humanity. 

In this spirit, I therefore invite you now to discover some of that diversity 

here today and to confirm once again that culture is firmly at the heart of 

Europe.   I wish you an enjoyable visit. 


