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Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I am delighted, and honoured, to be with you today to open this exciting 

exhibition on 'Mapping Cyprus', only ten days before Cyprus takes over for 

the first time the EU Presidency – a moment of great pride for Cypriots.  

I would like to thank the BOZAR and the Ministry of Culture and Education 

of Cyprus for the wonderful job they have done in organising this very 

special event.  

I say special because it is not often that an exhibition presents both the 

history of a country and the contemporary views of its artists.  

Thanks to its innovative format, and to the brilliant choices of the 

curators, this exhibition is a perfect introduction to Cyprus. But it also has 

some messages that are very relevant for all Europeans. 

We Europeans share a common cultural heritage and history, shaped by 

movements of peoples and exchanges between different cultures. And the 

exhibition wonderfully reflects this interplay between histories and 

cultures. 

But also the questioning of territory, identity and frontiers that we find in 

the works on display here is something with which we are very familiar. 

We are faced with it every day.  

Through their exploration of these themes, the contemporary artists of 

this exhibition weave threads that connect us as Europeans, once more.  

At its best, art reaches out to you to become part of something that is 

larger than yourself. It shows you that there are other possibilities, that 

the real is not synonymous with the obvious. 
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That is why without art, a very important part of us is not nourished and 

our humanity itself begins to fade. 

In the geopolitical and social dialogue that we can observe in the works 

here, the artists convey the richness of the civilisations that have 

inhabited the island of Cyprus and the conflicts between communities that 

this has generated.  

But they also convey a message of optimism that different communities 

can live together in peace.  

This is a powerful and important point. And it illustrates art's capacity to 

build bridges between the past and present, and between different groups 

of people. 

In this exhibition, the artists demonstrate that art can rise above 

prejudices and unite us.  

This is also the essence of the European project - a commitment to a 

Europe that is open to the world, respectful of cultural diversity and whose 

people share common values. 

That is why the European Union is not just about market forces and 

economics. It's also about promoting the circulation of cultural and 

creative works beyond national borders. It's about celebrating the 

diversity of national cultures and nurturing a shared cultural identity - 

because it's this diversity that gives Europeans their European identity 

and deepens their humanity. 
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Events such as this one tonight are - and will continue to be - key to 

reaching these objectives, and they confirm to us that culture is firmly at 

the heart of Europe.  

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 


