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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is a pleasure to be here with you this afternoon. Thank you very much for inviting 
me to this conference, which not only will be focusing on a very important theme: it 
also has the merit of being very well-timed. Because as you probably know, the 
European Commission has just proposed a Creative Europe programme for 2014-
2020, and negotiations are in full swing with the Member States and the European 
Parliament.   

But before I talk about our new programme for culture and the arts, let me first say 
how wonderful it is to be here in Guimarães. It is an immensely beautiful city, and I 
can certainly see why it is a UNESCO World Heritage site.  

I know that throughout its long history, Guimarães has always had a vibrant cultural 
life. And I also know that it is a city that supports the arts and culture, and more 
generally the cultural and creative sectors, with a view to social cohesion, 
employment and economic growth. 

I believe it is very fitting that we can have this reflection today, here in Guimarães, 
European Capital of Culture 2012.  

European Capitals of Culture are one of the most appreciated EU initiatives in the 
cultural field.  The event not only gives people the opportunity to know more about 
Europe's immense yet diverse cultural heritage. It also has social and economic 
benefits for the city, not to mention the urban, social and economic development 
that it generates in the long-term. I am sure this will be the case for Guimarães as 
well.  

Challenges and opportunities 

Today, we are here to talk about the challenges and opportunities of funding the arts 
and culture.  

As I already mentioned, the Commission has proposed the Creative Europe 
programme to provide EU support to the cultural and creative sectors from 2014, 
when the current Culture and MEDIA programmes come to an end.  

With this proposal, we have asked for a substantial increase in the EU budget for 
culture.  

The European Union is required by the EU Treaty to safeguard and promote 
Europe's cultural and linguistic diversity. Naturally, we have to take account of 
subsidiarity - Europe cannot substitute what Member States do. However, there are 
areas where working with different countries has clear benefits for everybody, and at 
EU level we only target actions when there is a clear European added value.  

From the beginning, the EU's support for culture has reflected the Union's motto of 
"Unity in Diversity". We want to support those aspects of our culture which unite us. 
And at the same time, we want to support those aspects of our culture which 
highlight our extremely rich and valuable diversity. 

In addition to this, we want to support efforts to address cultural challenges when 
these can best be addressed at a European level. In this way, we are 
complementing the actions being taken at national, regional and local levels.  

But what are these challenges exactly? If I were to sum up the challenges facing the 
sector in Europe, I see four main ones:  

The first challenge is the fragmentation of the space for European culture - this 
makes it difficult for artists and cultural professionals to work and collaborate across 
national borders and to reach the wider international audience.  
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The second challenge is that Europe's cultural and creative sectors are at a turning 
point, because technology has changed and the world with it. Digitalisation and 
globalisation offer unprecedented opportunities to develop and distribute cultural 
and creative content. But digitalisation and globalisation also mean that the 
conditions in which the cultural sector has been operating for many years have 
changed dramatically. To put it simply, business as usual is not an option any more.  

The third challenge is lack of access to finance and more specifically bank loans. 
This is due to the intangible nature of many of the assets of artists, such as 
copyright, which – unlike patents - is not usually reflected in accounts. What is more, 
cultural works are not mass-produced. Every book, opera, theatre play, film is a 
unique prototype, and the companies producing them are very much project-based. 
So we must help the sector have easier access to finance if we are to unleash its full 
potential. 

The fourth challenge is that we need to be able to 'look and learn' from each other: 
there is a need for comparable data at EU level to give us a better picture of how the 
sector is evolving and to help us monitor progress. 

The Creative Europe programme 

The Creative Europe programme we are proposing is designed precisely to meet 
these challenges.  After extensive consultation with stakeholders, we concluded that 
the best way to do this was to bring together the Culture, MEDIA and MEDIA 
Mundus programmes under one roof.   

However, this single Creative Europe programme takes account of the specific value 
chains in the cultural and audiovisual sectors and has separate strands for Culture 
and MEDIA. It will cater to the distinct needs of these two sectors while at the same 
time developing all possible synergies. 

We also have a strand for cross-sectoral issues, that includes the Cultural and 
Creative Sector Financial Facility to give the sector better access to bank loans 
through a guarantee mechanism. We are proposing to allocate, over a period of 7 
years, an amount of 210 million euros just for this instrument, and we hope to 
leverage 1 million euros in loans for the sector.  

In total, we are proposing a budget of 1.8 billion euros for Creative Europe for the 
period 2014-2020. This is 37% higher than the combined budget for the current 
MEDIA, MEDIA Mundus and Culture Programme.   

With this budget we will be able to operate an integrated programme, a "one stop 
shop" for cultural and creative operators wishing to apply for support. An integrated 
programme will lead to simplification and savings in terms of managing day-to-day 
work. There will be less of an administrative burden for the applicants.  

At the end of the day, our overriding objective is to bring more European works to 
new audiences in new countries. In itself, this is not a change. This is what we 
already do under the current funding programmes. But we want to do more, and we 
want to do it better. We want to have a stronger impact. 

This means that the activities that have proven their added value in the current 
programmes will continue. With the MEDIA programme, for instance, we already 
support the industry's efforts to seize the benefits of digital technology.  

But building on that, I will propose a Recommendation to the EU Member States on 
the European film industry in the digital era. I would like to agree with them a 
coordinated strategy for the rollout of digital technology. In this way, we can better 
create synergies between our policies and financial support. This is, for us, the way 
to go.  
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So in a nutshell that is our proposal. And I'm very pleased to say to you that the 
Member States recently adopted a compromise text for Creative Europe's legal 
base which confirms the logic, structure, and objectives of the Commission's 
proposal.  

This is a clear signal that policy makers recognise culture's contribution to Europe's 
well-being and prosperity and that they are willing to play their part. 

Beyond Creative Europe, other EU programmes and instruments can help like the 
Structural Funds. They can be used by regions to boost their cultural and creative 
sector in the context of their own development strategies.  

It is now up to Member States and regions to use these Funds to finance their own 
strategies in the field of culture. Time is of the essence: Member States will soon 
have to prepare their draft partnership contracts, and regions their operational 
programmes, for the use of the Structural Funds over the period 2014-2020.  

The Commission is ready to provide advice on how to strategically use the EU 
support programmes, including Structural Funds, to foster the potential of culture for 
local, regional and national development and the spill-over effects on the wider 
economy. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share my reflections, and my plans for 
the future with you here today.  

In the months ahead, our Creative Europe proposal will be further discussed with 
the Member States and the European Parliament. If an agreement is reached - and 
we will do our utmost for it to be an ambitious agreement - then the Creative Europe 
programme will become a reality as of 2014. But this programme will only be one of 
the instruments that Europe is now designing for the future.  

My objective is that in the end we will have both a set of European funding schemes 
- in the form of the Structural Funds and the Creative Europe Programme – and a 
supportive framework of European, national and regional policies which will build the 
conditions for a thriving creative economy in Europe. 

I am fully convinced this will greatly help the cultural and creative sectors better face 
the challenges ahead.  

And I am equally convinced this will provide more opportunities to our fellow 
European citizens – for them to appreciate more works of arts and culture from other 
countries than their own, but also to enjoy more jobs and a more inclusive society.  

I look forward to listening to your views during the debate. 

Thank you.  
 


