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Dear Mayor, Professor Serra, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is a great pleasure for me to be with you today in this wonderful Palace of the 
Dukes of Bragança to celebrate Guimarães, European Capital of Culture 2012. This 
is the culmination of years of preparation and hard work. Therefore, I would first like 
to congratulate all those who have helped bring this project to fruition.  

Guimarães is well known for being the cradle of Portugal. This year, we will 
celebrate its place in Europe, thanks to an impressive variety of cultural and artistic 
events.   

These will highlight the deep connection with the other European cultures and the 
dynamism and creativity of the citizens of this amazingly beautiful city.  

Indeed, the European Capital of Culture title is a unique opportunity to highlight the 
European identity of the city, its place and role in Europe, as well as its own cultural 
achievements.  

Dear Mayor, your city hosts this year one of the best-known and most-loved of EU 
initiatives. This is because the European Capitals of Culture embody the European 
Union's commitment to culture, in all its many forms. And they also owe their 
success to citizens' involvement, which has been since the beginning one of their 
primary objectives. 

Culture is what defines us - as individuals, as members of a community and as 
citizens. And culture is what binds us together in this rich mosaic that is the 
European Union. Economic integration and the single market are enormous 
achievements – but it is our shared cultural, artistic and historical heritage that 
makes us truly European. This is the real soul of Europe.  

And this is what we celebrate through the European Capitals of Culture. An initiative 
that gives Europeans a chance to meet, learn about each other's culture, and share 
in our common history and values. In other words, to feel united in the same project.  

It is a unique event, unmatched in scale and scope, featuring a full cultural 
programme and a strong European dimension, for a whole year. And year after 
year, the Capitals have proved to be a key factor for urban and social development, 
and to generate significant economic benefits for the cities that have borne the title. 

So, once more, congratulations to Guimarães. You make us proud of the heritage of 
our cultures. I hope as many people as possible from all over Europe will be able to 
benefit from this initiative. 

 

Thank you. 

 
 


