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Your Royal Highnesses, 

 
Your Excellencies, 

 
Distinguished guests,  

 

When I look around me and see such extraordinary beauty, my heart fills with joy.  

What better place to celebrate the richness and vivacity of European cultural 
heritage than the Jerónimos Monastery - a cultural, historic and aesthetic symbol of 
Lisbon, of Portugal and of the whole of Europe.  

Tonight's ceremony marks the 10th anniversary of the EU Prize for Cultural Heritage/ 
Europa Nostra award. 

Maestro Plácido Domingo is again at my side to host this event, and this makes it 
even more special for all of us.  

I would like to thank President Cavaco Silva for his hospitality and for his presence 
tonight, it is an honour to all of us.  

May I also express my deep gratitude to Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and 
Princess of Asturias, who are our guests of honour this evening. 

We are here to celebrate the most powerful, professional and meaningful examples 
in European heritage today.  

The 28 winners that we will honour tonight are all contributing to the fame of Europe 
as the continent of cultural heritage.  

They are doing this in their respective area - be it conservation, research, education, 
training or awareness-raising - with an incredible dedication and talent.  

They are ambassadors of the Prize, in very diverse cultural heritage sectors: 
vernacular and sacred; rural and urban; industrial heritage, architectural heritage, 
but also crafts and works of art.  

They deserve our appreciation and support for their work, and for sharing with us 
their vision of Europe - a continent that treasures its past, while looking at the future 
with hope.  

We have to spread this vision as wide as possible, particularly in these difficult times 
of crisis we are facing.  

Knowing where we come from and what we have in common is more important now 
than ever. Cultural heritage represents precisely that.  

It offers us the gift of memory, of reminding us, day by day, that we should be proud 
of what we have and of whom we are - as a person, as a community, as a continent.  

Since the very beginning, Europe was a continent of creativity and dialogue, and 
you can see or feel the proof for this everywhere you go - tangible and intangible 
heritage examples are around us and make our life more enjoyable. 

This is why we are very determined in the European Commission to maintain our 
support for cultural heritage.  

We want to draw attention to how important culture is in our daily lives as human 
beings. But also in economic terms, with culture and creativity, we can create jobs 
and growth. And on the social level, culture can build bridges between people of 
different backgrounds and fight against social exclusion.  
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In order to continue this European Union support for the cultural and creative 
sectors, the Commission has proposed a new Creative Europe programme covering 
the years 2014 to 2020. This will take over from the current Culture and MEDIA 
programmes which expire at the end of next year.  

Our proposal has the ambition to ensure that these cultural and creative sectors 
achieve their full potential: in terms of their intrinsic value, of course, but also in their 
contribution to employment and growth, to the European identity and to a more 
cohesive society. We have very ambitious plans and we hope for your support in 
taking these plans forward. 

Of course that is for the future. On a more immediate note, I am sure you are just as 
impatient as I am to hear more about the winners, and to find out who the Grand 
Prix and Public Choice winners are.  

However, let me first express a big thanks to Europa Nostra, our partner for this 
Prize since 2002. Like in previous years, they have done a remarkable job in 
organising the selection of the winners and this ceremony.  

The Centro Nacional de Cultura, which has been an invaluable partner for this 
event, also deserves our most sincere gratitude. 

My appreciation goes to the juries as well, who have worked with patience but 
above all with passion, analysing more than 200 applications for the Prize, many 
more than in previous years.  

 

* 

* * 
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[19:21-19:22 Announce video message of President Barroso] 

Your Royal Highnesses, 

 
Your Excellencies, 

 
Distinguished guests,  

Before we announce the winners, let us hear a video message from Commission 
President Barroso. He would very much have liked to be here with us this evening in 
person, but unfortunately due to other commitments it was not possible. 

Let me finish by wishing you all a pleasant evening. 

Thank you. 

 

 

Award announcements 
Commissioner Vassiliou and Plácido Domingo will alternate in presenting the 
awards.  

Opening the envelopes, the Commissioner Vassiliou will make the following 
announcements: 

 
[20:10-20:11 Ms Vassiliou announces the first of the category 1 Grand Prix winners 
- Greece] 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I am pleased to announce that the Grand Prix for Category 1 (Conservation) goes to 
The Averof Building - School of Architecture, National Technical University, Athens, 
GREECE. 

 

[20:14-20:15 Ms Vassiliou announces the third of the category 1 Grand Prix winners 
- UK] 

I am happy to share with you that the Grand Prix for Category 1 (Conservation) goes 
to The Poundstock Gildhouse, Bude, Cornwall, UNITED KINGDOM.  

[20:18-20:19 Ms Vassiliou announces the category 3 Grand Prix winner - Romania] 

Let me announce the winner of the Grand Prix for Category 3 (Education, training 
and awareness-raising) which goes to Mrs Paraschiva Kovacs, Satu Mare, Harghita 
County, ROMANIA. 

 

 


