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President,  

Honourable Members of Parliament, 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

I am very grateful for this opportunity to discuss with you the future of the European 
Institute of Innovation and Technology. 

I know that the EIT has produced a good and thorough debate among you and especially 
among the rapporteurs and shadow rapporteurs for Horizon 2020 and EIT. 

And I think it is important that we can have an open discussion on the Commission's 
proposal for the development of the EIT.  

This is a crucial moment. We are called to shape Europe's future innovation policy. 
Decisions that will soon be taken by this Parliament and by the Member States, will have 
a lasting effect on Europe's capacity to react quickly to economic and environmental 
challenges, and to adapt successfully to technological and societal change. 

What we are discussing is how to create the right conditions for innovation and growth in 
Europe, and how to strengthen Europe's capacity to face the future.  Europe's future 
prosperity depends, in part, on how we respond to the challenge. 

We can clearly see a momentum now at European level to promote growth enhancing 
investment. Many governments are striving to set up innovation policies and youth 
employment strategies – and rightly so. And many, including in this Parliament, are 
calling for clearer and stronger action at European level to promote growth and 
innovation.  

With a stronger EIT, we have a powerful tool that can deliver a real step-change in the 
way we, Europeans, approach Innovation. The EIT has the potential to change an entire 
mindset, towards a more entrepreneurial culture and with the close involvement of 
universities. 

I am convinced that, as it grows, the EIT will help Europe to fight youth unemployment 
by strengthening the cooperation between businesses and universities, and by helping to 
create and define the jobs of tomorrow. 

The EIT has, during its early, developmental phase, been an experiment in promoting 
new approaches, an experiment in putting into practice the integration of the knowledge 
triangle; and in strengthening its education pillar.  

It has also been an experiment in the governance of innovation in Europe, thanks to its 
flexibility and autonomy but also thanks to the strong involvement of the private sector, 
and to the creation of the Knowledge and Innovation Communities and of their co-
location centres. 

And despite a very limited – I would say experimental – budget it has been a successful 
experiment: by the end of this year, the EIT will have set up 20 educational 
programmes; and more than a thousand students will have participated; 27 business 
start-ups are expected; and 35 patents are in the pipeline. 

This success is fully endorsed by the main actors of the EIT – industrial partners, 
universities, students, entrepreneurs – whom I met in my recent visits to co-location 
centres in Stockholm and Berlin. All of these groups see the EIT as a solution to the 
current obstacles to innovation in Europe. 

Having now seen it many times in action, I am convinced more than ever that the EIT 
proves we can overcome the "European paradox", where we have state-of-the-art 
education, an excellent research base and dynamic industry, and yet, we seldom turn 
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breakthrough ideas into new products and services, or we simply fail to take them to the 
market in a commercially viable way. 

The EIT has become an attractive proposition for the largest companies in Europe – a 
sure sign that we are on the right path.  But just as important, the EIT attracts many 
European SMEs that are top-notch in their own fields, but too small to make an impact 
on their own. This fact is in itself a major contribution to Europe's innovation policy. 

The EIT has also managed to streamline national investments – 5 million euros from the 
'Grand emprunt' in France, and 50 million over 5 years from the software campus 
initiative in Germany, to name just two examples – and this is producing a better 
alignment of national and European objectives, something which we are all looking for. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Successful, yes; a valid concept, yes; but so far the EIT has been only a limited 
experiment.  

Our challenge now is to scale up the model to the point where the good concept can 
start to have a deeper and wider impact. I know that this is a difficult and delicate phase 
where it is as easy to be led astray by excessive ambition as it is to succumb to timidity. 
But ultimately, if we want to make a change in innovation in Europe, then we need to 
show political ambition and courage.  

The Commission has sent a clear signal in its proposals for the period after 2013:  by 
integrating the EIT within Horizon 2020 we want to put the EIT at the centre of a strong 
and coherent innovation strategy at EU level. 

And we propose a substantial strengthening of the EIT through a budget of 3.19 billion 
euros and the creation of 6 new KICs. The message is clear: if Europe is to create 
growth and jobs for all, then investment in innovation must be among our top priorities, 
and the EIT is one of our best tools to do just that.  

In the last few months I have met with many of you to discuss the legislative package 
that we have proposed. These meetings have confirmed my belief that we share a 
common vision of innovation's role in the economy and society.  

I have listened carefully to your concerns and ideas, and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you once more for having shared them with me.  

I await with interest your Rapporteurs' draft reports which I understand will be formally 
finalised tomorrow. I will study them with care and I hope to have the opportunity to 
discuss them with you very soon.   

In the mean time, I would like to raise a number of political points which, as my 
discussions with you confirmed, are absolutely crucial if we want to ensure that this 
growth phase of the EIT is a success.  

First on the budget, a general comment: I believe we all have a strong interest in joining 
forces to support an ambitious budget for Horizon 2020 as part of a world-class strategy 
to boost growth and innovation in Europe. And each one of us is conscious of the difficult 
negotiations that lie ahead of us. 

But more specifically, if we want the EIT to have a true impact on the European 
innovation landscape, then we need to give the EIT the means to meet our ambitions.  
The budget the Commission proposes follows a careful analysis of the KICs' life-cycle 
model and draws on the real experience of growing the three KICs to date. 
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That budget is far from excessive if we consider the task before us. We all agree that a 
genuine change is necessary in the way we pursue innovation.  But for it to be a real and 
lasting change, it has to be reflected in our funding priorities.  

Our political commitment to promote top-class innovation demands proper resources. In 
real terms, the budget proposed for the EIT is only 3.5% of the total budget of Horizon 
2020 and only 20% of the budget dedicated to ERC. The increase is substantial, but only 
because our starting point was so low: it was a budget to get things started. For years, 
the EU has invested heavily in excellent research, now it is time to do justice to the EU's 
investment in excellent innovation. 

I am acutely aware that, at a time when every Euro counts, funding must be matched by 
results. This is why with the new monitoring we propose for the EIT we are committed to 
a higher and more transparent degree of accountability, above and beyond what is done 
in existing and more research oriented instruments. 

We will monitor closely both the EIT and the KICs and it is on this basis that we propose 
to allocate, on an internally competitive basis, part of the annual contribution to the 
KICs. We are also proposing that the EIT is subject to a mid term review, and that the 
second tranche of the budget be granted taking into account the results of an 
independent evaluation.  

Third, on the number of KICs to be launched I would like to make clear that that one of 
the objectives of the EIT is to overcome the current fragmentation in the European 
innovation landscape. In order to achieve this, our aim is precisely to pool a critical mass 
of resources in those domains that are strategic for our future.  

To fulfil their mission, the KICs must reach a scale that guarantees a structural and long-
lasting impact so that they are able to compete on a global stage.  

Our resources should not be spread too thinly. More is not always synonymous with 
better. The expansion of the EIT should not come at the expense of its very concept: to 
achieve at the same time both top-notch excellence and critical mass.  

My fourth point is the capacity of the EIT to act as a spearhead for the release of the 
untapped innovation potential of the whole European Union beyond the traditional and 
well-mapped centres of excellence. 

There are emerging, neglected or simply lesser-known centres of excellence everywhere 
in the EU, and the entrepreneurs and the innovators of tomorrow live, study and work 
everywhere in the Union, not just in the greatest cities, the most prestigious 
universities, the largest companies. We must therefore ensure that the work of the EIT 
and the KICs can reach across the whole EU. 

This is why we have designed in the Strategic Innovation Agenda a whole series of 
outreach initiatives. Let me highlight the most important of them: the Fellowship 
scheme. 

The Fellowship scheme will allow talented individuals to work within a KIC, but it will also 
create closer links between their home institutions and the centres of excellence that 
belong to a KIC. In this way the experience and the advances of the KICs will be 
"mirrored" and amplified in many other emerging centres of excellence across Europe.  

I would like here to clarify a key point: the KICs are not closed shops; they are regularly 
integrating new members as either associate or full members.  And as it already 
happened in the case of EIT ICT Lab in Trento, they can also integrate new co-location 
centres. This is what makes the EIT so attractive: the flexibility in managing the 
different partners according to the evolution of their needs.  
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Finally, I would like to say a few words on synergies. Our ambition is to develop a strong 
and coherent innovation strategy for the EU. The overarching structure of Horizon 2020 
will encourage synergies and interactions across all the different instruments and at all 
stages of the programme cycle, starting from the selection of KICs and continuing 
through the implementation and dissemination of results. 

In the amended Regulation we propose that already at the selection stage the new KICs 
will have to demonstrate their readiness and capability to establish synergies with other 
EU initiatives. 

Synergies are already happening with the three existing KICs, and this is the sort of 
"multiplier effect" or "catalyser effect" that is at the heart of the impact of the EIT. This 
is what we are really after.  

Let me reassure you that all opportunities for creating further synergies will be exploited 
so that we build a more efficient innovation system in Europe. A system thanks to which 
we will be able to look at the future with the greater confidence that comes from having 
anticipated it.  

Before handing the floor, I would like to take this opportunity to say a few words about 
our proposal on Marie Curie Actions within the framework of Horizon 2020 as I know 
some of you are very supportive of this programme.  

Marie Curie Actions are a central element of the establishment of the European Research 
Area.  With a budget of 5.74billion euros for the next period– a 21% increase - the 
objective remains to support the career development and training of researchers – with 
a focus on innovation skills – in all scientific disciplines through mobility.  

We are proposing for instance a new scheme for European industrial doctorate, an 
extension of the COFUND facility, and a simplification of the number of action (from 8 to 
4).] 

I would be happy to discuss further with you any points on the EIT and Marie Curie. 

Thank you 


