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Ladies and gentlemen,  

Good morning.  

I'm delighted to be with you to open this EU Studies Fair 2012. I would like to thank 
European Voice for organising the event. It is now the thirteenth year in a row that it 
has done so. They are doing an excellent job. 

Mr King, I praise your organisation for its commitment to Europe! 

Dear friends, I know that if you are here today, it is because you are interested in EU 
studies. So I would like to give you a flavour of the opportunities that are on offer 
and explain how this is going to evolve over the current decade.  

Afterwards, I urge you to drop by the European Commission stand. Members of my 
staff are on hand to answer your questions and tell you more about our 
programmes.  

Of course, do not forget that you have the best of European higher education in a 
nutshell here. So take full advantage of their stands too. 

The EU programme that is probably the best known in the field of education is 
Erasmus. This year we are celebrating its 25th anniversary. 

Erasmus has become a familiar part of higher education in Europe and is a living 
symbol of how European integration has developed from an imaginative idea of the 
founding fathers to being a daily reality for Europeans. 

It has changed the lives of young people by impacting positively on the path of their 
careers and on their personal lives. 

The European Commission also runs other mobility programmes; you will find more 
information about them at the Commission stand.  

Programmes like Leonardo da Vinci for vocational education and training; Youth in 
Action for volunteers and youth groups. We also support "Your First EURES Job", 
an initiative to match young jobseekers with employers in other Member States. 

In these difficult times, with more than five million young people out of work in the 
EU, learning mobility is particularly relevant.  

If you are mobile as a student, you are more likely to be mobile as a worker and 
move to the country where the labour market is in need of your skills.  

The European Commission is working closely with national governments on this. 
And we are encouraging them to invest in education, because we see this as the 
best insurance against unemployment.  

We also recognise that knowledge of the European Union – in addition to making us 
better European citizens - is also an asset highly valued by employers today.  

For more than twenty years now, the European Commission has been supporting 
the study of the European Union.  We have done it mainly through our Jean Monnet 
programme.  

We promote teaching and research on European integration in more than 60 
countries around the globe.  

You will meet many of our colleagues from the Jean Monnet network at the stands 
here today. I encourage you to talk to them about their EU studies programmes.  

But we also support specific academic institutions focusing on EU studies. You 
probably are already familiar with at least some of them.  
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The College of Europe (with campuses in Bruges [BE] and Natolin [PL]); the 
European University Institute in Florence; the European Institute of Public 
Administration in Maastricht and many others. 

Although we sometimes do not realise it, Europe has become a part of our daily 
lives.  

Our peoples and cultures interact intensively. We are learning to understand our 
many different cultures, speak one another's language, and communicate in 
general.   

Your presence here today is proof of your ambition to contribute to the European 
project.  

Before I conclude, I would like to say a few words about our new educational 
programme, Erasmus for All, which we are preparing for the future. 

In this new programme, which is to run from 2014 to 2020, Erasmus will continue 
and even improve. But the future programme will also include the other programmes 
we are currently running for education, training, youth and sport. 

Between 2014 and 2020, we propose a sharp budget increase for the future 
programme.  

This is very significant, because the next EU budget will remain stable overall.  

We will offer more possibilities to higher education students and staff to spend a 
period in another European country. At the same time, we will focus on the quality of 
mobility.  

We want to make sure that the learning period abroad is as useful as possible. So 
we will focus also on issues such as recognition of credits earned abroad, better 
language preparation and finding the right host enterprise for a traineeship. 

The new programme also has a few novelties:  

First, all existing international programmes will become part of Erasmus for All. This 
will allow more student and staff exchanges between Europe and the rest of the 
world, in both directions. 

We are also proposing an innovative and completely new financial instrument to 
boost mobility: a guarantee facility for student loans that will reach out to students 
who want to take a full master’s degree programme in another European country.  

Accessible, quality education is what Erasmus for All is about.  

This morning is a wonderful opportunity to discover the many, many ways in which 
you can shape your future for the better.  

I wish you all an enjoyable day and a successful event. 

Thank you 

 


