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Ladies and gentlemen, 

I'm very pleased to be here with you today at your Council Meeting, and to have this 
opportunity to present and discuss with you my proposal for the new "Erasmus for 
All" programme. 

I know that the European Universities Association has been an active partner and 
project coordinator in the current programme. And most of your member institutions 
benefit from the existing opportunities for student and staff mobility and cooperation 
projects. 

These are difficult times for Europe and its citizens. There are choices to be made 
that will shape our future.  

But even during this crisis, above all at the height of this crisis, we must not lose 
sight of the long-term. Investments made today prepare the growth of tomorrow.  

All of us understand that if we do not continue to invest in the education of our 
young people, we will not be able to create the jobs and the economic growth we so 
sorely need.  

Investing in the future – in knowledge, research, innovation and education– is the 
approach at the heart of the Europe 2020 agenda.  

Europe urgently needs to modernise its education and training systems to enable 
people to gain skills which are more relevant to our contemporary world. We need to 
offer new opportunities to our young people, for their professional but also personal 
development.  

This is also why the Commission adopted last September a new Modernisation 
Agenda for Higher Education. As you know, the agenda aims to: 

- boost graduate numbers in line with the target that at least 40 % of Europe's 
young people [aged 30-34] should have a higher education qualification;  

- improve the quality of education;  

- and maximise the contribution that higher education institutions can make to 
helping the economy emerge stronger from the crisis. 

We need a European programme that can help the Member States in their efforts to 
meet these challenges.  

Erasmus for All is our proposal. It brings together the existing programmes for 
education, training, youth and sport. It has a simple and coherent structure that will 
ensure that every euro we spend serves our long-term goals.  Instead of a 
patchwork of different activities, I am proposing a long-term strategy which focuses 
spending in areas where European funding has already shown its capacity to add 
value. 

Between 2014 and 2020, we propose to invest more than 19 billion Euros in the 
future education, training and youth programme.  

However, we should not look at education in isolation but focus on what we can do 
at EU level to foster real interaction between education, research and innovation.  

I am therefore particularly pleased that under the future Horizon 2020 programme, 
the Commission intends to allocate a budget of € 2.8 billion to the European Institute 
of Innovation and Technology.  
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This will enable the EIT to expand and consolidate the development of its existing 
Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KICs), and allow it to significantly step up 
its efforts to drive innovation and entrepreneurship in the EU with the creation of six 
new KICs in 2014-2020. 

Furthermore, Horizon 2020 rightly puts an emphasis on the skills, training and 
career development of researchers. Almost €6 billion will be allocated to the new 
Marie Skłodowska (read: s k l aw- d oh v- s k a) Curie Actions – a 21 % increase 
compared to current levels. This will ensure the best possible development and 
dynamic use of Europe’s intellectual capital in order to generate new skills and 
innovation. 

This will be an unprecedented change in the political priorities of the European 
Union – and one that we should all welcome.  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Let me come back to Erasmus for All. I believe that the Commission proposal is both 
ambitious and coherent. If Europe faces an urgent need to modernise its education 
and training systems, improve the skills of its people, and open up new opportunities 
for its young people, then we need a programme that can meet the challenge. 

The new Erasmus for All programme gives us the chance to make a real difference. 
This programme will expand the opportunities for mobility, cooperation and 
partnership. 

It will bring innovation to our policy-making, and create a number of new tools to 
support our Member States and higher education institutions. 

What has changed?  We have a more coherent programme, simpler rules, and more 
resources. The additional resources will benefit all the educational sectors, 
especially so the higher education sector. According to simulations, higher 
education - including tertiary vocational training - can increase by 85 to 95 per cent 
compared to current spending. 

This reflects the crucial importance of higher education to growth, jobs and 
innovation. 

A single programme will allow people throughout Europe to better understand what 
we do and to apply for funding more easily. 

The new programme will work with only three types of actions: 

- learning mobility; 

- cooperation and partnerships; 

- policy discussion and reform. 

 

These actions are very much in line with the position expressed by the European 
Universities Association during the consultation where you stated that "Mobility 
grants and Partnership projects should be the basic building blocks for the new 
programme." 

But before expanding on the different actions, let me first stress two of the major 
novelties of the new programme: Firstly, the integration of the external dimension of 
higher education into the new programme. 

Today, the EU runs five different programmes for cooperation with third countries. 
The current fragmentation makes it difficult for students and universities to get 
access to information on Europe's higher education opportunities and for EU higher 
education to be visible on the global scene.  
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We therefore propose the inclusion of a strong international dimension in Erasmus 
for All, focused on higher education.  

We incorporate all existing international programmes: Erasmus Mundus, Tempus, 
Alfa, Edulink and cooperation programmes with industrialised countries under the 
same instrument.  

The international dimension will accommodate different objectives (attractiveness of 
European Higher Education Area, excellence, solidarity and equity) while drawing 
on both internal and external sources of EU funding. 

Bringing all existing capacity building and mobility instruments together increases 
the efficiency, coherence and visibility of EU action, and triggers synergies.  

As such, we are, as suggested by the European Universities Association, effectively 
creating a 'one stop shop' for higher education institutions that offers mobility and 
cooperation both within and outside of the EU. 

Secondly, we will integrate our main activities in the youth area under the new 
programme, building bridges between non-formal and informal learning and formal 
education. 

Let me now return to the 3 Key Actions. What will be covered by the 3 actions in 
practice? Let me start off with the mobility action: 

Learning mobility will attract the biggest share of the total budget – around 65 per 
cent.  I am convinced this is the right choice, because mobility is where Europe 
makes a real and lasting difference to people's lives. It is a vital tool for modernising 
our education institutions at all levels across the whole of Europe. 

We will continue to build on the success of the current Erasmus programme, which 
started off with 3,000 students exactly 25 years ago, but now reaches more than 
200,000 students every year. We will offer more possibilities for higher education 
students to spend a period in another European country to study or gain work 
experience in a company.  

At the same time, we will focus more than in the past on the quality of mobility. We 
will offer more opportunities for higher education staff to either teach, train and gain 
experience abroad. Indeed, in order to promote excellence in teaching, develop 
innovative teaching methods and foster quality in education, staff mobility will be 
significantly strengthened.  

But, most importantly, to reflect the increasing internationalisation of higher 
education, we will allow European students to be mobile internationally and non-
European students to spend time learning within the EU, to the mutual benefit of EU 
and non EU higher education institutions and systems alike.  

Building on the success of the current Erasmus Mundus joint programmes, we will 
expand the number of high-quality joint degrees and scholarships that we support 
worldwide at Masters level. They have proven to be a very effective tool to foster 
excellence and to increase the attractiveness of European higher education. As 
stressed by the EUA, it is crucial that these courses continue to bring together 
European and non-European students. 

We are proposing an innovative and completely new financial instrument to boost 
mobility: a guarantee facility for student loans that will reach out to students who 
want to take a full Masters degree programme in another European country.  

We know from student surveys, including the EU's Eurobarometer surveys, that 
finding adequate finance for learning mobility is a real challenge for many: too often 
students must abandon their hopes of studying abroad due to financial constraints.  
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This is especially the case for students who wish to go abroad for a full masters 
programme – faced with higher costs [due to the length of period abroad plus 
possible tuition fees] but with less recourse to existing grants and loans from 
national authorities. Commercial banks are reluctant to lend to this group because 
they see them as high risk. 

In this respect, I propose the creation of the Erasmus Master Scheme: Together with 
the European Investment Bank, we will guarantee the loans made by selected 
financial institutions in the Member States, on terms that are more favourable than 
those the market would provide. 

With modest means, we can achieve an important 'multiplier' effect, which is more 
efficient and less costly than traditional grants. To give you some idea of the scale, 
in the period up to 2020, the Commission proposed to allocate 880 m € for this 
initiative from the EU budget. From our initial analysis with the EIB, we expect this 
would trigger a leverage effect of around 6, providing therefore  access to more than 
5 bn € for learning mobility [880 m € from the EU budget + at least an estimated 4.4 
bn € from banks giving loans], helping about 330,000 students take their masters in 
another European country, during the seven years 2014-2020. 

The second type of action is cooperation and partnership. Specifically as regards 
higher education we will support: 

- transnational strategic partnerships; 

- large-scale partnerships between education and training institutions and 
business, in the form of Knowledge Alliances; 

- and we will also promote capacity building in third countries, with a strong focus 
on our closest neighbours. 

 

Let me give you concrete examples of what we mean by cooperation. 

We want strategic partnership between Higher Education institutions to enhance the 
quality and innovativeness of learning and teaching, to develop new curricula, to 
foster more intense forms of cooperation and high quality mobility and to bring about 
institutional and systemic development. I know that you have successfully 
coordinated a number of such partnerships and projects under the current Erasmus 
(LLP) programme. The new programme will provide wider possibilities for these 
types of strategic partnerships. 

We also want to support partnerships between higher education institutions and 
businesses in the form of Knowledge Alliances.  

These structured and large-scale partnerships will develop new ways of producing 
and sharing knowledge. I believe they will help foster creativity, entrepreneurship 
and support the modernisation of higher education systems. 

This year we already finance three of such partnerships as pilot projects.  I believe 
that through these alliances, we have the opportunity to make structural changes in 
the way Higher education institutions and businesses work together.  

As is the case for the Mobility Action, the Cooperation Action will include a strong 
international cooperation component. I am particularly happy to announce that, in 
the wake of the Arab Spring, we will strengthen cooperation with our neighbourhood 
countries. We will support the capacity building of institutions and the modernisation 
of higher education, and closely link these activities to student and staff mobility. 

But cooperation with third countries will not be limited to our closest neighbours. We 
want to work with all partner countries on modernising and opening up higher 
education systems. 
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The third form of action under Erasmus for All will be support to policy reform. 
This is where we – the Commission, the Member States and the wider educational 
community - come together to share best practice and discuss new ideas. 

This action should allow us to steer our EU policy objectives including the 
Modernisation of Higher Education Agenda and the Bologna Process, by developing 
indicators, stimulating peer learning, and supporting policy analysis.  

This action will also support the development and implementation of transparency 
tools and cater for policy dialogue with third countries and EU higher education 
promotion activities. 

Further to the mobility, cooperation and policy support actions, 'Erasmus for All' will 
continue to promote excellence in education and research on EU integration through 
the Jean Monnet activities. And, for the first time, we are including specific activities 
with a small budget in the area of sport.  

To conclude, I would like to stress that, as European Commissioner for education, I 
see my role as working with you in partnership. We all share a strong commitment to 
education and training. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the European Universities Association 
for the precious input during the public consultation on the future EU programmes. 
The input from stakeholders has been vital in shaping our thinking on the new 
programme. The recommendations put forward by the EUA have been particularly 
valuable. As you will have seen from looking at the proposal and as you have heard 
today, many of your recommendations are reflected in the proposal.  

I look forward to a continued close cooperation on those vital issues. 

Thank you for your attention. 


