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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Good morning and welcome to our conference. 

 

In his video message, President Barroso underlined that in this crucial moment of 
European integration we would need both, firemen for ad hoc solutions and 
architects for a systemic impact.  With these words, he set the scene for our 
conference. And I am convinced that today and tomorrow proposals for immediate 
solutions and long term perspectives will be made and discussed.  

 

 

I would also like to thank Vice President Anni Podimata from the European 
Parliament. She has always shown strong commitment to the European project, and 
I greatly appreciate her presence here today.  

 

It is equally an honour to have among us this morning Professor Mundell. His 
ground-breaking work on exchange rates and currency areas has underpinned 
much of the reflection that led to European monetary union. We are all very eager, 
therefore, to hear his views on the current situation. 

 

 

 

But all of you here in this room, in your respective fields of expertise, contribute to 
the effort of building a stronger Europe and a more prosperous world. I would 
therefore like to thank you for your participation.  

 

I do not need to tell you that these are challenging times. We all know that the 
European Union is going through one of the most serious crisis since its creation. 
The Euro is a pillar of our Union. When it is threatened, our Union and its ability to 
move forward are threatened.   

 

 

 

 

This is due to the nature of the Euro project. The euro was not born as a purely 
political project, but also as a mechanism designed to realise the dreams of the 
European idealists. Neither was it a purely technocratic project.  

 

The creation of the Euro certainly responded to an acutely felt economic necessity – 
that of creating monetary stability leaving behind the financial chaos of the seventies 
and eighties and putting Europe's growth trajectory on a more stable footing. It also 
responded to another deep-seated aspiration: the vision of an ever closer union of 
the peoples of Europe. It marked a great political and economic step towards it, and 
was recognized as such by all.  
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It has remained a work in progress, though: unfinished business to the extent that 
the politics of European economic integration lagged behind the accomplishment of 
formal monetary union.  

 

Now, in order to find a solution for the problems that beset the Euro, the economic 
and the political sides of the equation must be rebalanced. This is the burning topic 
you will debate today – European economic governance, the political mechanisms 
needed to ensure good economic progress. Your contribution could not be more 
timely and welcomed.  

 

 

Actually, in these times of economic and financial turbulence, I am convinced that 
the Jean Monnet Programme has never been more relevant.  I cannot imagine a 
more engaged and competent group than the Jean Monnet Professors gathered 
here. Your sharp analysis gives us the independent, critical view on European 
integration that we need to hear, in particular in times of crisis.  

 

In addition, the Jean Monnet network provides a much-needed space for a truly 
trans-European reflection, above and beyond the debates in each Member State.    

 

 

 

This is a space that we need to preserve and enlarge, if we are to avoid the risk of 
fragmenting into separate national positions, thus making it much more difficult to 
perceive where the European common good lies. 

 

This is not a risk we run here. Here, we are among friends; new and old ones. I am 
glad that Professors Sylvester Eijffinger and Paul Welfens will be addressing us this 
afternoon on the EU and Euro governance. They were already among the 
protagonists of the 1998  Jean Monnet Conference on the European Union and the 
Euro.  

 

 

 

I am also delighted that Professor Fritz Breuss could again be with us today. 
Professor Breuss's contribution at the conference 13 years ago showed tremendous 
foresight. His treatment of fiscal federalism and his original proposal for the creation 
of a stabilization fund read as if they had been written yesterday.  

 

The sharp pertinence of these analyses of 1998 underscores the importance for 
policy-makers to listen carefully to the assessments made by the academic world. 
And that is precisely the function of these Jean Monnet Conferences: to deepen the 
dialogue and mutual understanding between the policy-makers and a flourishing 
community of expert academics. 
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When I say flourishing, I am notably referring to the application figures for this year. I 
am very glad that university demand for Jean Monnet support continues to be so 
high. With 617 Jean Monnet applications – a further 10% increase compared to 
2010 – the Jean Monnet action is once again the most successful of all centralised 
activities in the Lifelong Learning Programme. With the 2011 selection, four new 
countries have been added to the Jean Monnet network, bringing the total number 
to 72 countries. 

 

And the quality of Jean Monnet projects is simply "outstanding" – this is not my 
assessment, it comes from the independent assessors of the action.  

 

We can only be extremely pleased with such a healthy and dynamic state-of-play. 
And this comes in addition to the highly praised work at renowned institutions like 
the European University Institute and the College of Europe. I am proud to say that 
they have also found their rightful home in the Jean Monnet Programme.  

 

I am committed to ensuring that our Jean Monnet activities continue to prosper well 
into the future. I believe this is of vital importance.  

 

 

 

 

 

From the start, the basic idea underlying the Jean Monnet Action was both 
functional and political. On the functional level, Europe needs lawyers, economists 
and other professionals who understand the acquis communautaire and are able to 
apply it. On the political level, the European Commission is convinced that 
knowledge and awareness of the workings of the EU are essential to promote a 
sense of involvement in Europe's development. 

 

Therefore, I am happy to take advantage of this occasion to confirm our support to 
your work. Yesterday, the Commission has formally presented its proposal for its 
future programme for education, training and youth for the period 2014-2020, and 
the Jean Monnet activities are a key part of it.   

Our proposal aims to take on the challenge of the Europe 2020 strategy, and shore 
up its vision for the future. A future where Europe is back on the track of long-term 
growth and job creation.If we want our economy to prosper and grow, we need to 
ensure a steady supply of highly skilled workers, and we need to mobilise the skills 
and competences of the unemployed. This is why we have proposed increasing the 
EU budget for education, training and youth for the multiannual financial period of 7 
years.  
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The new programme will be simplified and made stronger. And the Jean Monnet 
support will continue as a separate activity within the Programme. Future Jean 
Monnet activities will focus on promoting teaching and research on European 
integration world-wide, notably through the continued expansion of Jean Monnet 
Chairs and other academic activities.  

 

While we will certainly not forget the need to continue our support for European 
integration studies in the Member States, we will give particular attention to specific 
geostrategic areas, in line with the priorities of EU external action. 

 

Let me briefly highlight four areas where I would like to focus our future work with 
you:  

 

First, I want to ensure the participation of a new generation of professors and 
researchers in Jean Monnet projects. We need your high quality teaching and 
research on European Union topics to continue in the future. This is why I call on 
you to strongly encourage your younger colleagues to apply for Jean Monnet 
projects. 

 

Second, European integration now touches all areas of society. This should be 
reflected in our educational curricula. I therefore want the Jean Monnet programme 
to reinforce European integration studies in faculties not traditionally involved in the 
subject.  

Of course, such Modules would have to be targeted to meet the specific needs of 
the students in question.  

 

Third, I believe that it could be beneficial to create a Jean Monnet label of 
excellence for those institutions interested in securing recognition of the quality of 
their European integration studies programmes. Our new programme will provide us 
with a legal basis to move in this direction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth, we are emphasizing the "think tank capacity" of the Jean Monnet Professors' 
network. For the first time, the proposed legal basis makes an explicit reference to 
the Jean Monnet network's role in promoting policy debate and exchanges between 
the academic world and policy-makers on EU policy priorities.  

 

I want to stimulate the openness of higher education to societal needs and the 
greater outreach of academics to civil society, for the mutual benefit of both. 
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Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

The European construction is facing momentous challenges, even beyond the 
economic and financial crises: an ageing population; threats to the environment and 
to energy supplies; migration; internal and external security; the fight against 
terrorism; the competitiveness of Europe in a globalised world.  

 

These challenges, and the transformations they will trigger, will have a fundamental 
impact on the lives of people both in and outside the European Union. The changes 
that the younger generations will see in their lifetimes are likely to surpass anything 
we have seen in our own.  

We need to solve the problems of the Euro-area effectively and swiftly, because of 
the danger they pose to our Union, and because there are so many, more 
fundamental problems that we also need to tackle. And we will only be able to tackle 
them if we will finally build a Europe that punches its full weight, both economically 
and politically. 

 

In facing these challenges, I am convinced that the Jean Monnet network will 
continue to make a significant contribution.  

 

Thank you once again for your presence and your commitment. I wish you a fruitful 
conference and look forward to our continued collaboration.  

Thank you.  

 


