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Dear friends 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Few "great people" continue to live after death in the nation's memory and beyond 
the dry pages of our history books. Ihsan Ali is one of them, and today's event bears 
witness to his enduring presence in our lives. 

We have been invited today to remember a person and honour his work and beliefs, 
and to do so from the viewpoint of our own memories, from our own experiences. 
Because history books sometimes distort the truth; while personal memory and 
experience, as the greatest historian of all, Herodotus, taught us, will always reveal 
the truth.  

For me, Ihsan Ali was a larger-than-life figure. In my home town, Pafos, Dr Ihsan Ali 
was not only known as a doctor but also as a person with ability, loyalty and 
determination to help his compatriots in those difficult times. He was a man with 
vision. He was a man with a mission.   

Back in 2000, as a Member of the Cyprus House of Representatives, I was asked to 
give my personal thoughts about Ihsan Ali. I wrote then, "I believe there must be a 
correlation between my personal beliefs and the endless discussions that I was 
listening to as a small child at Ihsan's Ali circle to which my father belonged. I am 
afraid, however, that with the passage of time there is a real danger that we 
distance ourselves from the ideas and principles of Ihsan Ali". 

Eleven years later, I am happy to recognise that Ihsan Ali has not become another 
figure in our history books but still lives in our memories. Nevertheless, the fear I 
then expressed about the danger of distancing ourselves from his beliefs is 
unfortunately justified by the facts of today. Ali's belief in an independent Cyprus, a 
common home for both Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots, is fading away. Today, 
voices in both communities that would prefer Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots to 
live apart are becoming stronger. The political will to solve this long standing 
problem is not as strong as is needed among politicians in both communities.More 
importantly, the necessary political will is not forthcoming from Turkey itself, which 
shoulders the primary responsibility to solve this problem. 

 

Dear friends, 

 

In Plato's Apology, Socrates says, "the unexamined life is not worth living for a 
human being". It is claimed that Socrates said that about himself at the trial that led 
to his conviction and execution. I am certain that Ihsan Ali would have said the 
same. Because what he fought for, what he stood up for, indeed his whole life would 
have not had the same value and meaning, if today we did not examine that life.   

His own personality was such that examining his work would not have been easy.  

In his political life, he was always active, always building a vision of a common 
future for both communities. Archbishop Makarios appointed him as his advisor, a 
position that he retained until his death in 1978. He opposed extremist elements 
from both communities which had caused tension and confrontation. Being an 
astute politician, he disapproved of the Zurich – London agreements on Cyprus 
because of their provisions for separate municipalities, separated justice and the 
stationing in Cyprus of Greek and Turkish soldiers. He fought for the peaceful and 
harmonious coexistence of all communities in Cyprus.  
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In common with other great men, Ihsan Ali's ideas were ahead of their time. Being 
an educated person, in the Aristotelian sense of the term, he developed a rounded 
personality. His opinion was always respected whether one agreed with him or not.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I have made many speeches in my life as politician. However, preparing a speech to 
celebrate the life of a person like Ihsan Ali is never easy. It is often the case that in 
speeches dedicated to the memory of a person, speakers tend to describe the 
person in very bright colours.  They tend to describe his or her work in comparison 
to all the bad things that have happened in the past in order to show that great 
progress has been made after all. 

I sense that, in this case, we should not be so complacent. If we really believe that 
the ideals of Ihsan Ali were important, then we should analyse with a critical eye 
how these ideals are applied today.  

Having the opportunity to look at Cyprus from a broader European perspective, I 
must say that the idea of Cyprus being one land shared by Turkish and Greek 
Cypriots alike holds little sway in today's conversations. The tough domestic political 
situation on the island and the cacophony among politicians in both communities, 
has fed a growing disenchantment in Europe, which itself poisons the ground for a 
solution based on a bi-zonal, bi-communal federation. 

I often feel that this darkening of the mood casts a shadow over all other fields of 
everyday life, and finally limits Cyprus's ability to play a more influential role on the 
European stage. 

As the European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth, I 
believe that Cyprus has much to offer, provided it believes in its own potential. At the 
same time, Europe can offer us guidance on how to reconcile freedom, diversity and 
solidarity. The idea of European integration, which promotes cultural diversity 
through a peaceful coexistence between the Member States, is fundamental. 
Moreover, let us not forget that Europe's enlargement is in itself a peaceful process. 
That is why we see the European Union as a project of the people. 

I am certain that education and culture have an important role to play in every 
society to maintain and promote such ideals. Together, education and culture create 
a powerful political tool, which can work for good or bad. At their best, they create 
synergies for the promotion of mutual understanding, tolerance and friendship 
among different national and ethnic groups.  School communities and cultural 
events are perhaps the best starting point for this. Educational and cultural 
intervention can strengthen democratic processes, present constructive and 
progressive responses to diversity and promote social harmony. 

Education and culture are not linear processes that automatically produce a certain 
impact.  Instead their effects are rather complex and long-term, and shaped largely 
by the prevailing consensus in society. Such consensus was unfortunately not 
existent at the time of Ihsan Ali, when education had a much stronger polarising 
effect between the two communities. If we want to make long strides in this field, 
then we have to be brave. We need to structure consensus on the basis of not only 
what is needed today but also what the next generations will need.  Cyprus cannot 
afford to stay behind. 
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Before closing, I would like to say a few words about the Ihsan Ali Foundation. This 
is one of the organisations that can make a decisive contribution to the preservation 
of Ishan Ali's memory and the promotion of his ideas. The Foundation has initiated 
an extensive range of activities, mainly in Nicosia but also in Paphos, including 
publications, events and awards. The work of the Foundation over the years has 
found many friends and supporters among Cypriot society. That is why today, a 
Greek-Cypriot and a Turkish-Cypriot will receive the Ihsan Ali award for their 
contribution in spreading the ideals and principles which guided Ihsan Ali throughout 
his life.  

I want to congratulate the recipients of this award and hope that their work finds 
many more friends and supporters in the years to come. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 


