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Your Excellency the President of the Republic of Greece, 

Your Holiness, 

Distinguished guests, 

Dear athletes,  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

It gives us great pleasure that the Special Olympics World Summer Games are back in 

Europe after an absence of eight years. What started as a big success in Ireland in 2003 is 

now resuming here in Greece, the cradle of European civilization and sport.  

I am proud that, despite the challenges we are facing, the European Union has provided 

support for these Games which reunite people who most need the attention and support of 

the state. I also feel touched because despite all the difficult days that Greece is going 

through, the Greek organisers have implemented their commitments and are realizing these 

games today. We thank them all. 

Indeed, the Special Olympics unite a vast number of people. From the athletes, who take 

pride in participating, to the people next to them who help our athletes live a full life; not just 

today, but every day. 

Your combined efforts have made these Games possible. And although your starting point is 

sport, what you do goes much further. Together you have created a community based on 



fighting prejudice as well as understanding and accepting differences. You stand for 

opportunities and accomplishment. You are the champions of 'unity in diversity', the 

European Union's motto. 

The EU is built on what you represent - which is why we are so proud to be a partner in this 

great festival.  

Everyone involved deserves our thanks: the athletes, the Special Olympics movement, the 

volunteers and as I mentioned before, especially the Greek organisers. 

The long days of preparation are over. Τhe real thing is about to begin. In sport as in life, 

taking part is everything.  So I wish to everyone and especially to all our athletes to enjoy 

their participation in these wonderful games. Good luck to everyone! 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Before I finish let me say that I had the honour to meet the late Mrs Shriver twice at Special 

Olympics events and she was a great inspiration to me as to all of us. 

 


